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TRAVELS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 



CHAPTER I. 



VOYAGE TO THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

On the 24th of June, 1812, accompanied by 
a missionary intended for Calcutta, I went on 
board the Isabella , at Gravesend, commanded by 
Captain Peache. A gale of wind obliged us to go 
into Portsmouth to repair the vessel, where we re- 
mained until the 8th of July, when we set sail 
with a fair wind. On the 26th, we passed the 
Canary Islands, where the plague was carrying off 
many of the inhabitants. We had a view of the 
Peak of Teneriffe, whose head rose majestically 
above the clouds. On the 3rd of August, we came 
in sight of Bonavista, one of the Cape de Verd 
Islands ; and on the evening of the 5th we cast 
anchor off Port Praya, in the island of St. Jago. 
Next morning we went on shore. While there 
we visited the Roman Catholic priest, who treated 
us with much civility. He shewed us his library, 
which he kept in an antiquated chest. On looking 
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over the collection, and not finding a copy of the 
scriptures, we inquired if he had a hible; finding he 
had not, we told him we had on board the ship a Por- 
tuguese New Testament, which was at his service 
if he would accept of it : he said he should be glad 
to have it. Next day we presented it to him. 

We left Port Praya August 10th, and crossed 
the line on the 21st, when the usual formalities of 
ducking and shaving those who passed it for the 
first time, or exacting a fine for the omission of 
this disagreeable ceremony, was minutely attended 
to by the seamen. On the 1 1th of October, when 
in full expectation of reaching Cape Town on the 
succeeding day, the wind changed to the south 
east, and blew directly against us with much vio- 
lence, and soon raised the sea mountain-high. 
The day following it blew with redoubled fury, 
which obliged us to lay- to under a reefed topsail 
and gib, driving away from our port. On the 14th, 
the storm continued tremendously awful ; about 
three o'clock in the morning, we were almost upset 
by a dreadful sea breaking over us : the tumbling 
of chairs, and the rattling of plates and glasses, 
prevented all sleep. Perhaps of all scenes which 
the human eye has an opportunity of beholding, 
such a storm, in such a latitude, is the most grand, 
majestic, and awful. 

In the evening the storm began to abate. On 
the following day, at noon, we found the storm had 
driven us more than a hundred miles beyond the 
latitude of the Cape, and two hundred miles fur- 
ther to the westward in longitude. At noon we 
were able again to direct our course towards the 
Cape; but on the 17th, when within about ahun- 
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dred miles of it, violent squalls from the south east 
drove us again out to sea ; and in the evening the 
sea rose and raged as high and furious as ever. 
About nine o'clock the elements seemed conspiring 
to eflfect our destruction, which produced a very 
serious meeting for prayer, in the cabin, for our 
presevation from the fury of the raging storm. 
During prayer, the violent heaving of the ship 
rendered it almost impossible to remain in one pos- 
ture. At one, next morning, a powerful sea broke 
over the stern, and came rushing down into our 
cabin : when at breakfast the same thing was re- 
peated. 

On the 20th, our allowance of water was a se- 
cond time reduced. On the 21st, at five p.m. a 
seaman from the mast-head descried land, which on 
the following day, we found to be the south side of 
the entrance to Saldanha Bay. Having seen no 
land for ten weeks, the sight was peculiarly gratify- 
ing. At eleven a.m. Table Mountain, which stands 
immediately behind Cape Town, was seen from the 
deck. On the 23rd, at two o'clock in the morning, 
a squall, which lasted three hours, drove us again 
out to sea ; but at noon, the wind becoming 
favourable, we were brought by the evening within 
eighteen miles of our port, and next morning 
at ten a.m. by the good providence of God, we 
cast anchor in Table Bay, opposite to Cape Town ; 
exactly four months after sailing from Gravesend, 
After feasting our eyes for some time on the 
splendid town before us, we all went below to dress, 
in order to go ashore as soon as possible, lest a 
south-easter (as they call it) should suddenly blow, 
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and detain us for days on board, which frequently 
occurs. 

While dressing, a voice was heard alongside the 
vessel. On going on deck, to know who the visitor 
was, and looking over the side, I recognised, in a 
boat, with two Malays, my friend Mr. Kenneth 
Duncan, merchant of Cape Town, who had been 
left, by his parents, to my care when a boy. 
Great part of the cargo of our vessel was consigned 
to him ; from the length of our voyage he thought 
the vessel had been lost, and was so anxious to 
hear from the captain the cause of our detention, 
that for some time I continued to look at him be- 
fore our eyes met. When he saw me, he imme- 
diately mounted the side of the ship, and saluted 
me with, ''You are the last man in England I 
could have expected to see here !" and seemed like 
a person amazed. I found he was married to the 
eldest daughter of Mr. Oncruydt, president of the 
Burgher Senate. He took me ashore in his boat, 
and I was kindly received as an inmate under the 
hospitable roof of his father-in-law. 

Thus ended a voyage, the beginning of which 
tried our patience, and the latter part our faith in 
God ; to whom, in those mighty agitations of the 
elements, we looked as the God of the sea as well 
as of the dry land ; who was pleased, in answer to 
prayer, to bring us in safety to the extreme end of 
the African continent, which was the first part of 
it we had seen ; such the improvement in naviga- 
tion since the days of perilous coasting voyages. 
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OCCURRENCES IN CAPE TOWN— RAVAGES OF SMALL- POX — MO- 
HAMMEDANISM— SLAVES CAPTURED SLAVE SHIP— MORA- 
VIAN SETTLIrMENT — A TIGER. 

Soon after my arrival in Cape Town, I received 
particular accounts of two earthquakes, which 
had happened some time previously, of a very ter- 
rific nature. The places of worship had been but 
thinly attended before these earthquakes took 
place, but now they were crowded. The small- 
pox coming into the colony immediately after the 
earthquakes, was a remarkable visitation of God ; 
for, like a plague, it spared neither old nor young, 
but swept them away as a besom of destruction, 
so that churches, coffee-houses, the theatre, and 
shops, were all shut up. A white flag was re- 
quired to be suspended from houses in which the 
disease prevailed, and persons coming from them 
were obliged to wear a white ribbon round their, 
arm. These awful providences led many to their 
bible, and to their knees before God. . 

We received a license from government to 
preach while we remained in the colony, and 
having obtained from the Cape Society the use of 
the great meeting-house, we began preaching 

B 2 
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there, attended chiefly by soldiers of the 93rd and 
83rd reigments, with some from the 21st light dra- 
goons, to the number of three or four hundred. 

Mohammedanism had rapidly increased in Cape 
Town. They had about five mosques, where they 
assembled for worship. About twenty free Mo- 
hammedans join together, and rent a large house, 
to which they invite poor ignorant slaves, to gain 
them over to their party. By this method a 
large number have been persuaded to join them, 
and rendered ten times more prejudiced against 
truth, ^d against all white people, or persons 
called christians, than they were before. The mas- 
ters say that such houses are dens of thieves, and 
receptacles of goods which the slaves steal from 
them. It will be well if this circumstance induces 
masters to attend better to the instruction of their 
slaves, which may ultimately prove a blessing and 
a security to the colony. 

In general, the slaves are treated with tenderness 
in Cape Town. In the house where I lodged they 
are treated as if they were their own children, and 
most of them would be sorry to leave the family. 
Their children are put to school, and play about 
the room where the family sit at their meals, with 
as much freedom, and receive as much attention 
as if I hey were their own children ; but they are 
slaves ! a condition which shocks humanity, though 
so different from slavery in general. 

All the children of a female slave are the pro- 
perty of her master, whether the father be bond 
or free, white or black ; of course it is the interest 
of the master to see that even the mother treats 
^he child well, on the same principle on which the 
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farmer takes care of his young foals, because by 
their death, or their disease, he becomes a loser. 
Slaves are not permitted to marry ; which is not 
enly an act of great injustice towards them, but a 
heinous sin against God. There are, however, 
many slaves who consider themselves, by their own 
mutual consent, husbands and wives. 

A slave ship, containing many slaves from 
Madagascar and Mosambique, was lately captured 
by one of our cruizers. The slaves were landed 
at Cape Town, and apprenticed to masters for four- 
teen years, who are bound by agreement to treat 
them well, to teach them a trade, and to instruct 
them in reading, and in the principles of chistianity ; 
all which, in some cases, will be performed. I 
visited a school of twenty of these strangers, en- 
tirely supported by Commissioner Shiels. They 
appeared to be from eighteen to twenty- four years 
of age. 

On the 10th of November, at four o'clock in the 
morning, a party of us set off on a visit to the Mo- 
ravian settlement, at Groene Kloof, thirty-five 
miles from Cape Town. The sun rose beautifully 
from behind Tiger Mountain, as we were leaving 
the town. After travelling about ten miles, we 
halted among the bushes to take breakfast. The 
country was covered with bushes full of beauty, 
though at a distance all appeared heath. Many 
of them are such as we are accustomed, in England, 
to see in green-houees. We killed a black snake, 
measuring five feet and a half in length, and about 
six inches in circumference in the middle. The 
strokes by which he was killed were all aimed at his 
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head, which the creature seemed to know was his 
most vulnerable part, for he put it under his breast. 

At six P.M. we arrived at the missionary set- 
tlement, which stands among trees, the first we 
had seen after leaving Cape Town. The brethren 
. received us very kindly. After supper we retired 
to the chapel, where about a hundred Hottentots 
were assembled, sitting silent and serious, the 
males at one end, the females at the other. After 
remaining in silence for more than a minute, Mr. 
Schmidt commenced the service by singing a hymn, 
in which the Hottentots instantly joined, in a plea- 
sant and devout manner. Mr. Schmidt then read 
a portion of scripture, from which he gave an ad- 
dress, and spoke much of the Saviour ; after sing- 
ing another hymn all retired. 

On the 11th, after breakfast, we attended a 
meeting with the young people, and then visited 
all the Hottentot families in the settlement, about 
forty in number. Their huts were clean, their 
dress, upon the whole, was decent, though there 
were exceptions. 

In the cool of the evening I visited Mr. 
Schmidt's carpenters* shop ; when, standing before 
it, he pointed to a spot on a neighbouring hill, 
where, twelve months ago, about forty of them had 
gone to hunt wolves, which had committed various 
depredations among the sheep. While searching for 
them, a tiger sprang from a bush, and seized one 
of the Hottentots by the forehead. ** I could not 
leave the Hottentot to be killed,*' said he, ** there- 
fore I went with my gun to shoot the tiger. On 
observing me, he left the Hottentot and attacked me ; 
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my gun was useless, for he caught my arm in his 
mouth in a moment, having directed my elbow 
towards him to defend my face. I held his throat 
down with my other hand, with my knee on his 
belly, and called out to the Hottentots to come to 
my assistance. When they heard I was in danger, 
they ventured their lives to save mitie : they came 
running, and one of them shot him dead ; and we 
brought home his skin." His teeth went to the 
very bone of Mr. Schmidt's arm, and it was a long 
time before he recovered. We saw the Hottentot 
who was first attacked, he carries the marks of the 
tiger's tusks in his forehead, and will do so all 
his days. We drank tea in a thicket of trees near 
the house, refreshingly cool; during which, about 
a dozen girls read the scriptures and sung a hymn. 

On the 12th, we all rose at four in the morning ; 
had coffee with the brethren and their wives, who 
appeared suitable help-mates ; after which we got 
into our wagon, when a few Hottentots sang a 
hymn, which was a prayer for us on taking leave. 
On clearing the thicket of trees, about forty Hot- 
tentots sang a farewell hymn, which we answered 
by singing, '' Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow," &c. and returned to Cape Town. 

On the 17th, visited Mrs. Schmidt's free school 
for slaves, which meets two or three times a week, 
and contains about 150 persons, black and brown, 
from six to thirty years of age. She sat on an 
elevation in the centre of the school-house, where 
she teaches them to read, leads the singing, and 
concludes the service by a solemn prayer. Several 
males and females assist in teaching. 
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8TELLENB0SCH — SLAVE MEETING — CASE OF A PIOUS MAN SLAVE 

— OF A FEMALE SLAVE. 

Went to Stellenbosch, a town about twenty-six 
miles from the Cape, to reside till wagons were 
prepared for proceeding up the country. I travelled 
in the post wagon, drawn by ten high-spirited 
African horses. Though the greater part of the 
road was over deep sand, yet they went about six 
miles an hour. On leaving the half-way house 
we ascended a considerable hill at full gallop, which 
I found afterwards to be a general practice with 
horse wagons. In six hours we reached Stellen- 
bosch. 

Visited our venerable missionary, Mr. Bakker, 
who labours in the instruction of poor slaves, week- 
days and sabbaths. He told me that that day 
(Nov. 21.) nine and-twenty years, a Dutch man 
of war, in which he was, after being almost a wreck 
by a long storm, sunk in the ocean, off the coast 
of America, when, out of three hundred men, only 
about forty were saved, by getting in boats on 
board another vessel, and he was one of the forty. 

The town stands at the head of a valley, bounded 
by mountains, some of which I should suppose 
were nearly 4000 feet high, having rugged but 
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curiously shaped tops, resembling fortifications, 
cathedrals, &c. Most of the houses are handsome, 
and built apart, with excellent gardens behind. 
Their fronts have much carved work, in the Dutch 
fashion, with large windows containing several do- 
zen small panes of glass, and every house is painted 
bright white. The streets have a row of oak trees 
on each side, to protect passengers from the sum- 
mer heat. 

On the 22nd, attended Mr. Bakker's slave 
meeting on the sabbath, which was truly inter- 
esting. About 180 were present. Some of 
their countenances, though jet black, were 
very engaging, indicating much mind ; others 
were vacant. Mr. Kichever, from Graaf Reynet, 
addressed them. Every one seemed to hang on 
his lips. One was singularly earnest in listening, 
which attracted Mr. Kichever's attention so much, 
as to induce him, in the middle of his discourse, to 
ask him several questions about Jesus, which he 
answered with a happy smile on his sable face. I 
shall never forget his answer, when asked if he 
loved Jesus Christ ? " O yes, massa, me dearly 
love Jesus Christ, massa !*' Several came to Mr. 
k Kichever, after he retired to Mr. Bakker's room, 
and spake about Jesus. One female spoke with 
peculiar fervour, regardless of all about her. The 
scene was a sermon to me. 

Afterwards, I inquired respecting the slave who 
had so feelingly answered Mr. Kichever's questions, 
in the middle of his discourse, when I was in- 
formed he had long been an excellent christian. 
Formerly, his master would not permit him to 
attend Mr. Bakker, after he had frequently 
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attended without his master's knowledge. One day, 
when his master called him to his room, and 
threatened to give him a severe flowing, if he 
ever went again to hear Bakker ; the poor slave, 
with christian gentleness, said, in reply, ^' / must 
tell the Lord that ;** and silently left the room. 
This simple saying so wrought upon his master's 
mind, that he not only permitted him to go, but 
likewise all the slaves in his house. This very 
gentleman and his lady attended the sermon by 
Mr. Kichever, at Mr. Bakker's meeting. The 
slave thanks God for letting him be brought from 
Mosambique, his native country. 

Mr. Bakker related the following account of the 
female, who addressed Mr. Kichever after the ser- 
vice : She lives at a distance in the country : 
about three weeks ago, she made her appearance 
at this meeting. His sermon respected the strayed 
sheep. When he had finished, she came forward 
and confessed she was that strayed sheep, and 
asked further instruction concerning Jesus Christ. 
She confessed she had often spoken against the 
slave meeting, but added, she loved it now. Od ' 
the following sabbath, she said, '' Jesus at first | 
brought me to himself, but I must come to him 
every day, wicked and unworthy as I am." She* 
attends regularly^ and hears attentively. 

When visiting our missionary, Mr. Messer, wh 
labours at a little distance from Stellenbosch, amon 
slaves, I discovered what I did not expect. Thu 
Rev. John Newton, late rector of St. Mary WoolJ 
noth, many years ago, sent me a small volumej 
entitled, ** Seven Letters from a Foreign Clergy* 
man to Mr. Newton, and translated from tb< 

2 
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original Latin by Cowper, the poet;" but wbotras 
the clergyman, or where he resided, waa concealed. 
I discovered that this clergyman was Helperus 
Ritzema van Lier, minister of the reformed church 
at Cape Town, South Africa, where he died, March 
IT, 1T93, aged twenty-eight years and five months. 
A little before his death, being informed by his 
physician that his departure was at hand, he ex- 
claimed, "Triumph! triumph! triumph! Blessed 
be God, I have overcome through the blood of 
the Lamb! Hallelujah! hallelujah! hallelujah!" 
Having said this, his spirit fled from his worn-out 
body to the immortal world. Once he had been 
entangled in the snares of infidelity ! 

I found his memory was still highly respected 
in Cape Town, as a minister who truly cared for 
the souls of the people ; in all his discourses direct- 
ing them to the Lamb of God, who, by the sacri- 
fice of himself, had atoned for sin. 



CHAPTER IV. 



DESCRIPTION OF AN EARTHQUAKE. 

From the Rev. Mr. Burchers, minister of Stellen- 
bosch, I received the following account of the first 
of the two late earthquakes : — 

*' The church of Paarl, about eight miles distant, 
was then vacant. The governor desired me to 
preach once a month there. On a Saturday, be- 
fore setting off to that place, I felt exceedingly 
dull and indolent. On sabbath morning, my wife 
and I went to Paarl: on reaching it, I felt very 
feeble, and asked for some water, but could not 
drink it, for it was luke-warm. They said it was 
brought from the fountain. I sent my own slave 
to the fountain, but what he brought was warm 
also. I went myself, and found it the same. We 
could not account for this. While preaching, I 
found myself so dull, I hardly knew what I said. 
I mentioned my feelings to some of the people, 
after sermon, who said they felt in the same way. 
Next morning we returned to Stellenbosch. All 
day my family, myself, and slaves, and even the 
dogs, were unwell. At ten o'clock at night we were 
all alarmed, with a noise resembling that of a thou- 
sand wagons running along the streets. We did 

1 
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not know what it was, but my family were terrified. 
A great light shone into the room. Supposing it 
had been thunder, I told them not to be afraid, for 
the danger was over, the lightning being gone. 
While talking, the same noise as before was re- 
peated, and every thing shook. Obi said I, it is 
an earthquake ; come all out of the house into the 
garden. We felt as if there had been no life in ae, 
as the scriptures express it. There was a third 
shock, which was inferior to the two former. The 
noise was not only awful because of its loudness, 
but also from the nature of the sound ; it was a 
kind of melancholy groan or howl. The dogs and 
birds showed by their noise that they were terrified, 
which added to the honor of that night. The 
night was very still, there waa no wind ; but I 
observed a great number of little fiery meteors. I 
noticed some little clouds, in different directions, 
like thunder-ctouds, but they had someihing un- 
common in their aspect. The people came, all 
flocking to me in the garden, much alarmed. I 
said what I could to support their minds. At length, 
we ventured again into our bouse, when we tried 
to get a little sleep to refresh us, but we tried in 
vain." This earthquake gave great alarm to many, 
drove them to their bibles, to their knees, and to 
crowd the places of worship. 



CHAPTER V. 



VISIT TO MORAVIAN SETTLEMENT AT ONADENTHAL. 

Mr. Roos, wine-boor, or fanner, near Stellenbosch, 
having kindlj offered to take me in his horse 
wagon to Gnadenthal, we left his house at five 
o'clock in the morning, December 29th, in his 
wagon and eight horses, with three slaves. We 
crossed Hottentot Holland Mountains by the only 
pass in that part of the country. When I came to 
the foot of the mountain, and viewed a road almost 
perpendicular, and ascending to a great height, I 
should have pronounced it impassable, had I not 
known that others had passed over it. The 
whole front of the mountain was covered with a 
variety of geraniums and other lovely flowers, 
which helped to cheer the mind while scrambling 
up the rugged cliff. I think a thousand men could 
defend this pass against all the armies in the world. 
Reached Caledon on the morning of the 30th, 
where a new- town is forming, but not likely to be 
a large one, for want of a sufficient supply of water. 
Left Caledon next morning at three o'clock, in 
order to reach Gnadenthal before the sun became 
too powerful for travelling. The road was chiefly 
among hills. At eleven a.m. we reached fields 
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belonging to the settlement, which was soon in 
full view before us. The large church was very 
conspicuous. The settlement is at the end of a 
valley, closely surrounded, except in one direction, 
with great mountains, whose summits were en- 
veloped in clouds. As we passed the houses of the 
Hottentots, the inmates appeared, and saluted us 
in a very friendly manner, and the children seemed 
diverted. On arriving at the houses of the mis- 
sionary brethren, we were received with much 
christian a£Fection. A more pleasant spot than 
where they dwell can hardly be imagined, and 
knowing that all was a barren wilderness when 
they came there, not long ago, added greatly to 
our pleasure when viewing it. 

The dinner was served by Hottentots and one 
Caffre girl, who waited with as much propriety and 
expedition as our best English servants could have 
done. After dinner, we made a circuit round the 
settlement, calling at several Hottentot houses, 
which were neat and clean ; some had four apart- 
ments, which were whiteued, and had some articles 
of furniture. Every house had a good garden, 
stocked with fruit trees, which are equally orna- 
mental and useful. Their hedges were chiefly 
of the peach-tree, at that time full of fruit, which, 
when ripe, they cut open and dry in the sun for 
food in winter. The growth of their oak-trees 
surprised me ; for those which appeared to me as 
having seen forty or fifty summers, had only seen 
eighteen. 

The Moravians had a settlement for some time 
here, seventy years ago, but, from persecution, 
were obliged to leave it, and return to Europe. 

c 2 
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Thej shewed me an aged woman who remembered 
the missionary ; and they pointed out the grave of 
another female who died lately, and had been con- 
verted under the first missionary. She kept a New 
Testament, during the fifty years absence of the 
missionaries. She could not read ; but she some- 
times got another person to read it to her. O how 
her soul rejoiced on the return of the missionaries ! 
It was to her like life from the dead. 

After tea we ascended one of the hills, to have 
a complete view of the whole settlement, which is 
about a mile in length, and a quarter of a mile in 
breadth. The gardens being very numerous, the 
whole resembled a town in a wood. I viewed it as 
a garden of the Lord, a field which he had blessed. 
I could not but reflect on the former ignorance and 
present knowledge of its inhabitants ; and of Jeho- 
vah's dwelling graciously in many of its huts, far 
removed from the din of war, and the distractions of 
the busy world. 

At eight we went to the chapel, which will con- 
tain upwards of a thousand people ; every part was 
filled with Hottentots, many of whom had come 
from afar to conclude the year together. They 
sang well, and with becoming solemnity; and 
listened with attention to an address from one of 
the missionaries. This meeting concluded about 
nine o'clock ; and, on account of its being the last 
evening in the year, they assembled again at half- 
past eleven. After singing, and receiving an 
address from the senior missionary, the twelfth 
hour struck, when all went down on their knees, 
and joined in a united address to God. When 
they had sung a hymn all retired to rest. Thus^ 
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during the meeting, one year ended and another 
commenced. 

Jan. 1, 1813. Left Gnadenthal at four a.m. 
and returned to Caledon about nine, where we 
found about forty wagons, that had come, filled 
with people, to witness the opening of the new 
church. Mr. Vos^ the minister of it, preached 
from Isaiah ii. 2. About 385 rix- dollars were 
collected at the conclusion of the service. The 
church and minister's house, when finished, will 
have cost 30,000 rix-dollars, or £6,000. currency. 

Visited the hot baths in the neighbourhood ; the 
stream, which is considerable, and issues from the 
mountain, was so hot, that I could not hold my 
finger in it above a second. 

After the worship of the sabbath was over, we 
took leave of Mr. Vos, and accompanied a farmer, 
who also drove a horse wagon, and with whom we 
were to lodge that night. We travelled three hours 
and a half without seeing any house, or any culti- 
vation, till we arrived at the farmer's dwelling, 
which was full of children and slaves. Mr. Roos 
produced a small manuscript collection of hymns, 
which the family seemed to view as far more pre- 
cious than gold. They immediately formed a circle, 
and sung three or four hymns without intermission. 
With much pleasure I presented to the family 
some Dutch and English tracts, which they as 
pleasantly received. They expressed great regret 
that they had no means of acquiring the English 
language. About six in the morning of the 4tb, 
we parted from this sequestered christian family: 
we observed them anxiously looking after us till, 
turning the corner of a hill, they were concealed 
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from our view. On ascen<)ing a mountain we en* 
tered a cloud, io which we travelled half an hour, 
during which time we had a fait of rain. These 
hills were decked with a. great varieli^ of beautiful 
flowers. At eleven a.m. we halted at some water, 
and in a sliort time were joined by three wagons, 
full of friends from Caledon. Tbey soon lighted a 
fire, and made coffee for breakfast. We departed 
at one, and got safely over Hottentot Holland 
Mountain ; and arrived at Mr. Roos's a little after 
Bun-set. Though there were twenty people who 
came thus unexpectedly, the family were not in the 
least disconcerted. FIooi's were soon covered with 
beds, and the long table with dishes. The numer- 
ous guests had all retired to rest by ten o'clock. I 
returned to Stellenbosch ne.\t morning, when Mr. 
Bakker informed me of a young female slave who 
was dying in the faith. On asking, the preceding 
evening, why she expected to go to heaven, since 
all who died did not go there, she replied, " Be- 
cause I believe in Jesus Christ." 

Jan. 20th. Returned to Cape Town, where I had 
the happiness to meet Mr. and Mrs. Milne, from 
London, on their way to China, to join Dr. Mor- 
rison ; as also Mr. and Mrs. Harrington, from 
Calcutta, real friends to the missionary cause. 



CHAPTER VI. 



JOURNEY TO GEORGE LEAVE CAPE TOWN — EXPERIMENT ON 

SCORPION ZWELLENDAM RIVERS ACTIVITY OF ANTS — 

HOTTENTOT CURED OF DRUNKENNESS — HOTTENTOT CONVER- 
SATION SOLITARY RAMBLE SUFFERINGS OF BEETLFS — 

CROSSING BRAK RIVERS — ARRIVAL AT GEORGE — VISIT FROM 
HOTTENTOT CHIEF VISIT TO HIS KRAAL. 

Mr wagons being packed by eight in the morning 
of the 1 3th of February, I left Cape Town on a long 
journey to the interior of Africa, to visit the various 
missionary stations, with some other objects. Mr. 
(afterwards Dr.) Milne sat with me in the wagon 
for the first two miles, when he took leave, and 
returned to Cape Town, saying he should never 
forget that short journey as long as he lived. 

The one wagon was drawn by twelve, and the 
other by foi^rteen oxen, so that our speed in deep 
sand was not great. Cupido, a converted Hottentot, 
drove the one ; and Britannia, a Gonacqua, the 
other : John and Michael, Hottentots, were leaders 
of the oxen ; and Elizabeth and Sarah went with 
us, to cook and wash for us. We proceeded on 
our journey, except a short halt, over deep sand, 
until four o'clock, when we halted at water. Our 
females soon lighted a fire, and provided a cup of 
coffee. Proceeded at seven p.m. and at nine got 
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out of the road among sand-hills ; and, in a hollow, 
one of the wagons stuck so fast, that it was half an 
hour before it could be extricated. About midnight 
we again lost the road, and searched for it an hour 
before it was discovered. About four o'clock in the 
morning we reached the house of Mr. Roos, who 
was up at that early hour in expectation of our 
arrival. 

Feb. 15th. In consequence of two of the oxen 
straying, our departure was prevented till eight in 
the evening. At eleven the wind began to blow 
very hard, and by midnight increased to a violent 
storm, which obliged us to halt on the highway 
until day-light. Though I spent a wakeful un- 
comfortable night, the Hottentots, in their sheep- 
skins, slept as sound as on beds of down. 

Next morning we were three hours in ascending 
the pass over Hottentot Holland Mountain. It 
required four-and-twenty oxen to drag each wagon 
up the steepest part of it. At nine a.m. we halted 
at the side of a brook during the heat of the day, 
which, at noon, to me, was almost insupportable. 
In the evening, as we proceeded, we killed a grey 
serpent, which shone in the dark ; and, as it moved, 
made a rattling sound, as if to warn people of its 
approach. 

Feb. 17th. The road being hilly, rocky, and 
sandy, we walked the whole stage, and the wagons 
were several times nearly overturned. Halted 
at the Bot River, the water of which was brackish, 
or saltish; but we were obliged to use it, as the 
cork had come out of our keg containing g^ood 
water, and consequently all was lost. 

The Hottentots did not seem annoyed by the 
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heat of the sun ; they were healthy, cheerful, and 
happy ; at one time singing a hymn, at another 
joining in prayer and listening to an address from 
Cupido, whose labours were blessed to the conver- 
sion of one Mohammedan slave, during the short 
time he remained in Cape Town. At two o'clock in 
the morning we continued our journey, and were 
assisted by much lightning during the darkness. 
As we walked along we found several shells of a 
small species of land tortoise, which had lately 
been killed by a crow. These birds raise them into 
the air, and let them IhII upon stones or hard 
g'round, by which their shells are broken, and they 
become an easy prey. For the first time we found 
two different kinds of branches growing on the 
same tree. This, the Hottentots said, is occasioned 
by an incision made by a bird, with its beak, in a 
tree, in which he drops a seed, which, by and by, 
produces a large branch possessed of medicinal 
properties. 

Halted, during night, at Mr. Wessel's, from 
whom we received an additional supply of ten 
oxen, left in his care by the late Dr. Vanderkemp, 
when travelling to the Cape, twelve months before, 
which greatly assisted our fatigued oxen to get 
forward. At eight a.m. we came to a small salt 
brook, in which one of our wagons stuck so fast, 
that we were detained nearly an hour ; four-and- 
twenty oxen with difficulty pulled it out. At ten 
we stopped at what is called River-without-end. 
Having caught a scorpion near the tent, we tried 
whether naturalists were accurate, in relating that, 
if that animal be surrounded with fire, and sees he 
cannot escape, he will sting himself to death. 
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However it died as quietly as any other animal, 
only darting its sting from it, as if to oppose any 
ordinary assailant. Many circumstances related of 
animals, particularly those of a venomous nature, 
by ancient writers, are equally fabulous. Taking 
notice of another animal, which exactly resembled 
an animated piece of straw, with wings and legs, 
we inquired of the Hottentots concerning it ; thej 
said the boors named it the Hottentots' god. 

On the 22nd, we reached Zwellendam about 
mid-day, the seat of a Landdrost, who governs a 
very extensive district. It is a small town, lying 
in a valley, surrounded by hills. A chain of 
mountains passes the west end of the town, of 
great height, and is part of the same chain which 
had been on our left ever since crossing Hottentot 
Holland Kloff. The houses of Zwellendam are 
handsome, and have a fine appearance in the 
middle of a wilderness. An old man, whom we 
met at Broad River, assured us we could get every 
thing in Zwellendam. We were sorry to find 
exactly the reverse ; for we wanted a second chain 
to our wagon wheels, a spade, and a little butter, 
but none of these things could be procured at Zwel- 
lenidam. We likewise wanted a block for the wagoo 
wheel to rest upon when dragged, but there was 
no timber large enough for such a purpose. 

Left Zwellendam about seven p.m.; the night 
was cool and windy, but not unpleasant. This 
being the driest season in the year, the boors bum 
the heath and dry grass upon their extensive 
grounds ; after which, if it happens to rain, good 
grass springs up in a short time. We saw two of 
these great fires at a distance, which afforded us 
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both amusement and light to see our way ; but it 
must have been fatal to myriads of noxious vermin 
and reptiles. We travelled the whole night, till 
about six next morning. I confess I was surprised 
at the oxen being able to continue dragging the 
wagons for eleven hours together. 

Feb. 24th. The place where we halted is called 
Churn-milk Valley, which is full of trees, all dif- 
ferent from those of Europe. At five we removed, 
directing our course eastward, with the same chain 
of huge mountains on our left. The country be- 
fore us, and towards the sea on our right, was 
covered with small hills, many of which resembled 
Table Mountain at the Cape. 

At sun-set we crossed the Slang, or Serpent Ri- 
ver, the water of which is brackish. The boor in 
the neighbourhood is obliged to bring his water from 
the hills ten miles distant. The country around 
is thinly inhabited^ and the people are destitute of 
all means of information respecting the present and 
future world. When will this wilderness be trans- 
formed into a garden of the Lord ? It is an exalted 
display of the power of christian principles, for a 
missionary, from love to Jesus Christ and the souls 
of men, to leave European society, and retire to this 
gloomy wilderness, merely to do good to its scat- 
tered and miserable inhabitants. The man who 
has been bom here, and consequently is ignorant of 
the advantages of other lands, cannot know the 
wretchedness of his own circumstances. Our road 
being constantly up and down hill, greatly fatigued 
the oxen. At midnight we crossed Dunehox River, 
where we took in a supply of good water, the value 

D 
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of which, in such a country, and at such a season, 
is incalculable. 

At one in the morning our road was up hill and 
very bad, being full of deep excavations made by 
the rains, which in the wet seasons fall in torrents. 
Into one of these deep hollows the two right wheels 
of one of the wagons sunk ; the oxen could not 
drag it out, without the assistance of fourteen from 
the other wagon. After travelling twenty miles 
without halting, wo halted at the Krombeck river. 
About three o'clock in the morning, break of day 
appeared in the east; and when the sun's light 
began to overcome that of the moon, many birds, 
by their notes, hailed the approach of day. The 
Hottentots were still all fast asleep on the ground : 
when these men go to rest, they only lie down 
on a mat, and cover themselves with their sheep- 
skins, when they seem to sleep instantly, and rest 
comfortably until morning. The water of the 
Krombeck, or Crooked Back River, was pure and 
well tasted ; the trees on each side formed a com- 
plete arch over it, which protected it from the 
powerful rays of the sun, so that it was delightfully 
cool. 

Some of the wagon wheels requiring a little 
repair, the Hottentots, without ceremony, cut down 
a large tree, sawing off such.pieces as were wanted; 
a proof of what little value timber is accounted here. 
About four P.M. we proceeded on our journey. 
On reaching the summit of a hill over which the 
road lay, the prospect was extensive ; but all was 
heath before us, without field or house. Large 
aloes grew abundantly on the sides of the road, and 
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to the tops of the hills, some of which were ten or 
twelve feet high, besides the flower. At sun-set we 
ascended a steep hill : a monkey near us appeared 
from his cries to be very angry, but he did not ven- 
ture to slow himself. At ten the darkness obliged 
us to halt, the clouds poured down their trea- 
sures very plentifully the whole night. 

At nine next morning we crossed the Vat River, 
and halted during the heat of the day on its bank. 
We applied to a neighbouring boor to sell us pro- 
visions, but he had none to spare ; however, after 
coming to our wagons and conversing, he recol- 
lected that he could spare us some grapes and butter. 
The wind begun to blow so hard about noon, that 
we found it difficult to keep up our tent, and the 
rain descended so copiously, that we were obliged 
to take refuge in our wagons. At five p.m. 
crossed Caffre Schols River. The night becoming 
so dark that the road could not be discerned, we 
were obliged to halt until the morning. In a few 
minutes the Hottentots constructed their portable 
house, made of rushes, resembling a stair carpet, 
about six feet wide, which they raised upon its 
sides, making the two upper parts to meet so close 
for a roof, and the two ends for doors, that the rain 
was excluded ; they had also a piece for a carpet. 
I crept into it, and found it very comfortable. In 
this rush house, wet as it was, they sat in the 
dark, singing hymns for about an hour. 

March 17th. Early in the morning we awoke, 
and were happy to find that the rain was over. At 
six the oxen were all yoked to the wagons, ready to 
render all the assistance in their power. They 
serve silently, without ostentation, boasting, or 
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deeire of reward : allow them to eat their Maker 
grass, and they ask no more. In the morning, or 
of our people, when in search of the roebuck, sa 

three ostriches. At ten we halted at False Rive 



in the middle of a small plain, full of bushy trees, 
and six low hills forming a circle around us. At 
Cape Town, 1 was told that our table would be 
plentifully supplied with game by the Hottentots; 
but had our lives depended on such precarious 
means, we must al! have perished. 

Left False River at ihree p.m. and walked on 
before the wagons. In a very short time foreign 
trees and flowers became quite fanniliar to a 
stranger. 1 was often, on such occasions, re- 
minded, by the swarms of ants bttfore me, of the 
wise man, who says, " Go to the ant, thou 
sluggard;" namely, for instruction and reproof; 
and the more frequently I do bo, the more I admire 
(he wisdom that selected this insect aa a pattern o( 
activity ; for, of all the creatures God has placed 
on onr globe, as far aa my knowledge extends, 
this seems to be the most active and industrious. 
All the ants appear in such haste to accomplish their 
object, that ihey resemble the inhabitants of a citj 
on fire in all quarters of it ; and this activity is not 
confined to particular nesis, or particular titnea of 
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the day, but is universal amon^ them from sun-rise 
to sun-set. 

Viewing their motions, on this occasion, I ob- 
served a little ant, with great exertion, bring a 
large prickly seed home to the general magazine, 
which it carried in its mouth. When its progress 
at any time was impeded by a stalk of grass lying 
across its path, it imniediately turned about and 
dragged it after it over the obstruction. On 
arriving at the mouth of the nest it left the seed 
above, ran into the hole, and soon brought a large 
ant, to whom it delivered the seed, who, laying 
hold of it, carried it down with the utmost ease. 
The great ant seemed perfectly aware of the busi- 
ness on which it was called. On delivering up his 
charge, the little ant darted off in quest of more 
provender. 

When the wagons were descending a steep part of 
the road, I remarked to Cupido, my wagon driver, that 
it was bad; he said it was a moy pat, or fine road, 
compared to some that we must yet descend. When 
dark, we halted at a place called Hell. We soon 
kindled a large fire, for fuel was plenty. Cupido's 
heart was warm, for he spoke to us at worship of 
the sudden coming of the Son of man, till a con- 
siderable part of a candle had burned to the socket. 
At one time he compared this to the sudden attacks 
which the wild bush-men make. When a person 
offered Cupido a glass of Cape brandy, as he must 
be fatigued after so long a walk, he refused it, 
saying, ** I have never tasted spirits since the Lord 
opened mine eyes!" I was afterwards informed, 
that, before his conversion, he had been a great 
drunkard. 

D 2 
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The vast variety of flowers, and flowering-sbrubs 
and trees, in Africa, is truly wonderful. They pro- 
claim the handy-works of the Lord ; aiid he must 
have a reason for affording such a display of his wis- 
dom and power to the inhabitants of Africa. Some 
say it results from the climate and soil ; but this 
conveys no more information on the subject than 
if, when inspecting a noble edifice, one should tell 
me it was produced by hammers and chissels. 
True, these were the instruments, but an architect 
and his assistants were the agents ; and they had a 
particular design to answer by rearing such a 
building. 

We left our halting place at six p.m. and found 
the road had two very bad descents, where many 
wagons have been dashed to pieces. The remains 
of one, which had broken down lately, we saw 
lying at the head of the first descent ; ours, how- 
ever, descended without harm. 

We had now to cross the broadest river I had 
yet seen in Africa, called the Hous River. Before 
we ventured across, Cupldo waded into it to ascer^ 
tain its depth, and having pronounced it passable, we 
soon effected it, through a strong and deep current ; 
and it was well we did so at the time, for in less 
than an hour it rose so high, in consequence of the 
late rains, that we could not have effected our 
passage. Its bed in winter seems to be more than 
a quarter of a mile wide, when it is completely im- 
passable to all kinds of travellers. In the winter 
bed of the river we met with an entirely new class 
of trees, many of them much resembling our larch, 
only they bore a small flower, and beautiful red ber- 
^»fis of an oval shape. We halted about a mile be- 
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yond the river, when Cupido addressed our Hotten- 
tots ; a neighbouring boor's wife and family attend- 
ed. We gave her some Dutch tracts, and I spent 
some time in teaching her children their letters. 
Slie gave us a supply of churned milk and butter. 
None of the children knew one letter in the alpha- 
bet; they were remarkably shy, having perhaps 
seldom seen so many people together. Four Hot- 
tentot women, an old man, and four children, came 
to converse with Cupido. When he and they had 
seated themselves on the grass, 1 admired the 
facility with which he introduced conversation with 
each. He asked the old man if he knew any thing 
about God, which began a long conversation with 
him ; he inquired of another if sbe had any love to 
God, which served as a foundation of a conversa- 
tion with her. In this way he had a particular 
conversation with each. The interview lasted for 
an hour and a half, and 1 hope it will not soon be 
forgotten. 

Departed at sun-set. Crossed the bed of a river 
four or five times. 

March 1st. About six in the morning we pro- 
ceeded, and halted near the March River about nine. 
At eleven, I took a walk along the banks of the river 
till I came to two hills, whose rocky sides nearly 
touched each other, leaving only sufficient space 
for the passage of the river. I sat down upon a 
rock in this solitary retirement, and put my feet 
into the water, which, from the sun's powerful 
heat, was lukewarm. While sitting on this rock, 
out of the view of all human beings, 1 recollected I 
was in the land of lions^ tigers, wolves, &c. While 
retiring from this truly solitary retreat, as I walked 
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ou the sand of the river, observing the footsteps of 
a man, like Robinson Crusoe, I shrunk back ; 
but on looking around, I found that the footsteps 
must have been my own. 

Left March River at three p.m. and soon had a 
view of Mussel Bay, in the Indian Ocean. The 
road was strewed with dead beetles, most of which 
die one of the most painful deaths conceivable : 
their entrails are eaten away by some little insects, 
from which they have no means of defending 
themselves. I found some creeping along with 
little more than their hearts left. 

Before sun-set, we came to the Brak River at 
the best time, for the tide was down, and a post- 
man, who knew the crossing well, came at the very 
time we needed his counsel. He rode before, and 
our wagons followed his track, so we all got safe 
to the other side, though our oxen, at one time, had 
only a few inches of their bodies above water. In 
ten minutes, we had to cross another wide branch 
of the same river, which, though not so broad as 
the other, was somewhat deeper. Cupido gave 
some serious advice to the black postman, about 
salvation. At nine p.m. halted at a pool of water. 
In the morning it was a thic£ fog ; but, when the 
sun arose, in a quarter of an hour it dissipated the 
whole, which impressively reminded me of the 
scripture description, of the goodness of some as 
resembling '* the morning cloud, which passeth 
away." Crossed the Brak River immediately on 
reaching it, when three other wagons, that had 
been waiting the retiring of the tide, followed our 
example, by crossing also. Halted at a pool in a 
plain, called Greenland, opposite to which, on a 
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hill, we saw many sheep feeding, which, our peo- 
ple said, were all runaway sheep, which now be- 
longed to no one. While Cupido was addressing 
his Hottentot brethren at noon, three boors, on 
horseback, stopped for some time, seemingly asto- 
nished at what was going forward. 

Leaving Greenland at three p.m. we travelled 
over a plain until six in the morning, when, quite 
worn out, we halted at Mr. Barnard's, Kleinfootein, 
who received us into his house with much kindness. 

March 3rd. Rose at five a.m. but finding the 
morning foggy, and the grass wet, I walked only 
in an orange grove in front of the farm house, 
where I observed the passion flower growing luxu- 
riantly among tlie trees and bushes. Mr. Barnard 
kindly lent us twenty-four oxen to drag our wagons 
to George Drosdy, and when we saw the badness of 
some parts of the road, we were peculiarly thankful 
for the use of his fresh oxen ; the oxen were fre- 
quently on their knees while ascending one rough 
steep. An ox, however heavy the weight may 
pull behind, will not, like a horse, give way, but 
will lie down. With great difficulty we reached 
the summit of that ascent without any accident. 

On approaching the Drosdy, two Hottentots from 
Hooge Kraal, near George, met us on horseback, 
sent by their Hottentot chief, on hearing of our ap- 
proach, to inquire into the truth of it. They soon 
galloped off, in high spirits, with the tidings that 
we were at hand. At one we arrived at the town 
of George, so named after George the Third. It 
is a town in its infancy, only eleven months having 
passed since its commencement. The Landdrost*s 
house is building ; the prison and court-house are 
finished ; the secretary's and some other houses are 
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nearly finished. The Landdrost, to whom I had a 
letter of introduction from General Sir John Cra- 
dock, the governor, received me with much frank- 
ness, and showed me every attention. We went in 
his curricle to visit the neighbouring wood, which 
was a gratifying sight, from the stupendous height 
and strength of the trees, and all of them being new 
to me, and all evergreens. With much labour a 
stream of water has been carried across the wood, 
from an adjacent mountain, to supply the rising 
town. In colour the water resembles Lisbon wine, 
and it has an agreeable taste. The timber, not only 
of the iron tree but most of the others, was solid 
and heavy, like a piece of marble. 

The Hottentot chief of Hooge Kraal, whose 
name is Dik-kop, (or thick-head), with about sixty 
of his people, came to the wagons to solicit that a 
missionary should be sent to them. They all heard 
Cupido preach at sun-set. They remained sleeping 
around the wagons till next morning. I went with 
them, on one of their horses, to see their kraal, 
three miles from George, in the direction of the 
sea ; the huts were hardly visible when very near 
their kraal, being so low that they are under the 
necessity of creeping on all fours into all of them, 
except the chief's, in which I could stand erect, 
around which the whole population collected. 

I entered the hut, and sat upon a stool, sur- 
rounded by as many Hottentots as I could pack 
into it. I asked if they were unanimous in desir- 
ing that a missionary should settle among them. 
All said, ** Yes." " Why do you wish for him ?" 
** To be taught by him the same things that white 
people are taught." When I asked, " What things V* 
all were silent. When thus engaged, a very aged 
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xnaDy almost destitute of clothing, rushed in, and 
sat down at my side, kissing my hands and legs. 
On asking if he knew any thing of Jesus Christ ; 
he said he knew no more about any thing than a 
beast. The joy was excessive when I told them a 
missionary should come and settle amongst them. 
Wrote a letter to Mr. Pacalt, at Zwellendam, to 
come; gave it to the chief to carry it to him, who 
promised to go with his wagon to Zwellendam and 
assist the missionary to remove thither. The young 
people were delighted, and went about leaping and 
dancing for joy, promising to attend school from 
sun-rise to sun-set. It seemed the happiest day 
that had ever been seen at this kraal, in which 
every thing was wretched in the extreme. The 
people were filthy in their persons, and only covered 
with tattered sheep-skins, and ignorant as the wild 
beasts of the desert. 




CHAPTER VII. 



JOURNEY TO BETHELSDORP HELPERS PAPOON KRAAL- — 

THREE SLAVES BABOOn's ROPE — INTERESTING SCENERY— 

RELIEF FROM A LONG STOPPAGE — DIFFICULTY OF CROSSING 

A WOOD CROSSING MOUNTAINS -LONG KLOOF — -DUMB 

ARTIZAN — SLAVE IN EARNEST FOR INSTRUCTION UTILITY 

OF FROGS — APATHY OF HOTTFNTOTS BOOR*8 BOTTLE— 

THE DOGS— MANY "ALOES IN FLOWER TROUBLES OF ANTS 

ARRIVAL AT BETHLLSDORP. 

We left George at five p.m. Had much vivid 
lightning and a few peals of thunder on our way to 
Papoon Kraal, where we were to be detained by 
rain for several days. 

There are various ways of helping forward the 
missionary work. The poor slaves and Hottentots, 
who had neither silver nor gold to give, assisted to 
unyoke and afterwards to yoke our oxen to the 
wagon, which is always a troublesome business. 
A black man offered to drive our spare oxen a 
stage, and Mr. Standard, the boor, here offered to 
lend us oxen to take us over the kloof, which was 
a long, steep, rocky ascent ; indeed his wife told us 
that the kloof was so distressing to their beasts, 
that had one of their neighbours offered twenty 
dollars to take two of their wagons over it, she 
would refuse, but she did this for the cause of God ; 
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and well she may, for she owes even her own soul 
to the missionaries, as God*8 instruments ; and her 
husband, I trust, is equally indebted to them, and 
many others scattered over this part of Africa. 

Every day the number of persons detained by 
the rains increased, till I think Cupido's evening 
congregations amounted to sixty persons, — white, 
brown, and black, — all waiting an opportunity to 
cross the river and ascend the kloof. 

Papoon, or Pumpkin Kraal, is certainly, in ^t^ 
weather, a charming place ', hut the rain, and the 
detention, threw a gloom on the whole scene to me. 
The forest lay between two mountains, and a river 
flowed along the middle ; but so tall are the trees, 
and 60 abundant their foliage, and so close the 
shrubs on each side, that even at mid-day the river 
runs in an agreeable obscurity. While enjoying 
this sublime gratification, I observed a scorpion 
near my foot, which we killed. A wagon, that 
left Papoon Kraal three <iays before us, stuck fast 
in the mud at the bottom of the kloof, and there 
it remained immoveable to the day of our departure. 

March 8. The rain continued the whole night ; 
I was awoke early by the drops falling upon my 
pillow. However, at «even the clouds dispersed, 
and at nine the sun began to shine with his cheer- 
ing rays, and soon produced what is called a fine 
day ; consequently, three persons were dispatched 
to examine the state of the river and kloof. On 
returning, they reported it would be passable the 
next day, should there be no more rain. 

Tried various ways of penetrating through the 
wood to the river, but for some time all attempts 
were fruitless. Some of the trees had a creeper 

E 
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resembling thick ropes hanging from their highest 
boughs, which indeed were as pliable as any rope. 
It is called by the natives Bayian's tow, or Baboon's 
rope. The wild vines were also abundant, some of 
which might measure two hundred feet in length. 
After much search we found a path, six or eight 
feet wide, beautifully arched over by the branches 
of the trees. We walked along it for about half a 
mile, when we came to the river, which we found 
to be about thirty feet broad. We got upoa a 
small island in the middle, in order more distinctly 
to view the surrounding scenery. The steep sides 
of the hills, on both sides of the river, were com- 
pletely covered with old trees, which appeared to 
hang over us. When first I looked up, I had no 
language fully to express my feelings at the splen-^ 
dour of the scene. 

We all rose on the morning of the 9th by break 
of day, in the hope of recommencing our journey. 
Mr* Standard yoked thirty-two excellent oxen to 
our two wagons, and happily we were once more 
in motion. After travelling about four miles we 
reached the cliffs, which had engrossed a great 
part of our conversation for several days past. I 
confessed they exceeded, in difficulty of passing, 
what I had previously conceived. The steep de- 
scent continued for about half a mile ; there was a 
step in the rock, about two feet perpendicular in 
height, which went direct across the path, and which 
the wagons must descend ; also a quick dangerous 
turn in the descent, . where the rock was smooth, 
like glass. There one of our wagons took a swing, 
and was neaily over the edge of the path ; had it 
gone over, it must have fallen down several hun- 
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drfed feet. On reaehing" the bottom we crossed 
the river, about two hundred yards above its en- 
trance into the sea. The cliff that was then to be 
climbed, deserved to be called the ** hill of difficulty ;" 
however, up the oxen went, and after many a 
lash, and many a fall, and the loss of some blood, 
they dragged ail safe to the summit, and we went 
forward on our journey with cheerfulness, until a 
little after sun-set, when we halted in front of a 
wodd, which our Hottentots said was infested by 
elephants, none of whom, however, were seen 
or heard by any of us. 

Our road next morning lay across the wood, 
which had a most venerable appearance, from the 
extraordinary loftiness and great thickness of the 
trees. In. the middle of it our attention was com- 
pletely drawn from the trees of other ages, to a 
long, rocky, and steep ascent in the road. The 
first wjagon, though twenty-six oxen were yoked 
to it, was two hours before it reached the summit; 
and the second, with the same oxen, was three 
hours. The bustle and the anxiety of our minds 
during these ^ve hours were considerable. The 
last wagon, at one part of the road, was about 
two hours in moving forty yards ; sometimes from 
the oxen falling, or inefiectually drawing, because 
not drawing at the same time, or getting into dis- 
order, or resting. Another person and myself 
were busy filling up holes in the road. This 
minuteness of description in the early part of the 
journey, will assist friends to form a correct con- 
ception of African travelling. 

Om arriving at the head of the steep rise, the 
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raiD descended, and drenched most of iMst to the 
•kin. Though we were some hundred feet above 
the level of Uie sea, we were only at the base of 
a high moantain, whose top was hid in a cloud, 
over which oar wagons most pass; we therefore 
halted, to refresh and prepare our oxen for the 
tiresome task. 

At three p. m. we began ascending the moun- 
tain; OB reaching its summit, a rery extensive 
view of the surrounding country opened to ns. U^\ 
&ye we descended a long and steep declivity, at 
the bottom of which is a place. called Little Hell, 
for what reason I could not learn, as there is 
nothing terrific about it. We had now a much 
higher moantain to get over, whose top we bad 
not yet seen, being enveloped in clouds. Though 
near sun-set, in order to lessen the labour of next 
day, we determined to ascend part of it; accord- 
vaglj we scrambled up about a quarter of a mile, 
and there halted for the night. The Hottentots 
found a spring of water. 

March 1 1. Began to climb the mountain about 
half past five, a.m. and reached the top about 
nine. One part was a sharp turn round the 
corner of « cli£F some hundred feet high, at the 
bottom of which we saw the remains of two wagons 
lying, that had fallen over it. At one time the 
fore wheel of my wagon got upon the top of the 
mud parapet, on the edge of the cli£F, when all 
hands went to work to lift it off, which we hap* 
pily efbcted. We were an hour and a half in 
getting round this tam« The summit is called the 
Devil** Head. Though oar piuqiect from the top 
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was very extensive, neither house, nor man, nor 
beast, nor any cultivated spot, was included in it; 
all was dull wilderness. At eleven a. m. we arrived 
at the White River, which is in the kloof. 

Left White River at &ve p.m. Gasper shot a 
brace of fine partridges. Called at a boor's, to 
purchase flour, but he had none to spare. In 
passing another boor's we were assailed by many 
dogs. These animals are only useful as watchers ; 
thl^ cannot assist in driving cattle or sheep. 

March 12. Halted at Wildeboom (Wild Tree) 
Place. We spent much of our time while here 
with Mr. Barkhouse, son of the boor, who. lives 
near. He is rather a singular person, having 
been dumb from a child. He never was taught 
any trade, yet he is a good carpenter, wagon 
maker, founder, and smith. He makes every* 
thing about a musket except the barrel and the 
lock, with many other articles, especially cutlery ; 
and all are executed nearly as well as if done 
by the best workmen in Europe He knows ex- 
actly what every thing he does ought to be charged. 
While I was with him, he pointed significantly 
first to his ears, then to his mouth, and then to the 
heavens; evidently intimating that the God of 
heaven had chosen to make him what he was, de- 
prived of two of the most valuable Acuities of man, 
hearing and speech. His bed-curtains attracted 
my attention, being entirely composed of rushes, 
and they looked very well. 

After dinner, I walked to a brook of excellent 
water, to indulge myself with a draught. A slave, 
about thirty years of age, who had watched my 

il2 
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motions, came ruuning to me, and asked if he 
should bring me a basin to drink from. On bring- 
ing it, he seated himself by the side of the brook, 
and told me that all the slaves there would like to 
go to the schools, (a name given here to missionary 
stations,) to learn to read ; but, said he, *' we have 
to work, and cannot go, but could not one of them 
come to us ? We work from six in the morning 
to six in the evening, and should have plenty of 
time before and after that to learn." Had I pos- 
sessed the power, I certainly should have instantly 
created a missionary, and there have left him with 
them. I asked him, in my broken Dutch, if there 
would be a sufficient number of people in the kloof 
for a missionary to labour amongst. ** Oh, plenty ! 
plenty !*' said he; yet it would require a telescope 
in some parts of the long kloof to see from one 
house to another. But the man was in good 
earnest for instruction. I gave him some encou- 
ragement to expect assbtance. I inquired of the 
family how they spent their sabbaths, seeing thej 
were so far from any place of worship. They said, 
in reading good books. In the winter, they have 
sometimes much snow and ice in the kloof; for 
though it is a valley at the bottom of hills, yet it 
lies several hundred feet above the level of the sea, 
and, for want of cultivation, the ground in general 
Istlamp. 

hdt Wildeboom at six p.m. . In Africa, gene- 
rally, wherever there are frogs, you will find water, 
ana in « still evening they are heard when half a 
mh^ 4i/llfBat ; so that, by their croaking, they seem 
to :cttS iafon the thirsty to come and .drink. Does 
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not this show the kindness of God's providence, 
and that many animals may be useful to man in 




various ways of which we are ignorant ? A little 
after midnight we halted. 

March 13. At seven a.m. we were again in 
motion. Though cloudy, the thermometer at noon 
H'as 85^. Nothing could be obtained for money 
from the boor ; indeed, the family and most of the 
slaves kept at a respectful distance, as if we had 
been an invading army. Their dogs made various 
attempts to plunder our wagons while we halted 
near the farm-house. 

In the morning, our Hottentot John was sent 
back in search of an ox'; when he returned with it 
he had walked about twenty-eight miles, yet, on 
his arrival, he sat carelessly down at the fire, as if he 
had only been absent five minutes ; said nothing of 
his long walk, want of food, or success in finding the 
ox. Nor did the other Hottentots ask him one ques- 
tion about the matter ; though we had been waiting 
the whole day for his return. They saw the ox was 
found, and John was alive ; and that satisfied them. 
In England, such an occurrence would have afforded 
matter for talking at least for half an hour. I found 
afterwards that this conduct was usual among 
Hottentots. At ten o'clock at night we proceeded 
on our journey, and halted at four o'clock in the 
morning at Roy Crans River. 
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At eleven a.m. Cupido preached. He spoke 
of every thing coming from God, He asked, 
** Who made the trees ? You will say, they came 
from other trees. Well, then, who made the first 
tree ? It could not he man, or he would he ahle to 
make them still ; hut it is heyond the power of man 
to make a tree : it must he God/' 

At five, we went forward ; at ten, we crossed 
Deep River, at that time it was very shallow. The 
ground sparkled with glow-worms. We continued 
our journey till five next morning : how the oxen 
continued dragging the wagons for twelve hours 
without a halt, surprised me; however, Cupido, 
who is our travelling director, and I helieve a 
humane Hottentot, ordered it, wherefore I con- 
cluded it was right. 

A hoor kindly sent some hunches of grapes, and 
some excellent milk. He offered a cheese for a 
bottle of our wine, to which exchange we readily 
assented. He afterwards sent his own hottle for 
the wine ; it held twice as much as our hottles ! 
A dog, who had committed some offence in the 
vineyard, was chastised hy a Hottentot for what 
he had done. The instant the culprit was set at 
liberty, the other dogs, about thirty in number, 
seemed to think they were bound to give him a 
second punishment. They rushed upon him from 
all directions, but his treating very roughly two or 
three of his first assailants, made him respected by 
the others, and he was immediately received back 
to their society as a friend ; and he seemed happy 
at having got over the affair. When this business 
was finished, a curious frolic was exhibited by 
a Hottentot, who seemed an eccentric character. 
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By sounds and signs he got all the dogs to sur- 
round him, and to appear as if worrying him to 
death. In consequence of the seeming wounds he 
had recei^red from them, he gradually sunk down 
in the midst of them, when, hy the number that 
stood around and upon him, he was completely out 
of sight, after which he arose smiling, as if no- 
thing had happened, and the dogs seemed to walk 
off, as if satisfied that they had performed their part 
well. 

Near the house, I counted twenty-nine aloes in 
flower, some of the stalks measured thirty-eight 
feet in height, and two feet and a half in circum- 
ference at the lower part, a wonderful growth for 
one year ! Three men could have climbed up the 
stalk of the flower, without breaking it. Though 
Europe had been distracted by Bonaparte's march 
to Moscow, not a cfeature here knew any thing 
about it. 

During a few days we crossed various rivers, 
one of which was the Hampto, which was wide and 
deep, and we understood that travellers were some- 
times stopped a week by the rising of this river, in 
consequence of rains in the interior. 

We halted at the side of the Klein River, a spot 
which pleased us much. Ants' nests were nu- 
merous around, in shape resembling a baker's oven, 
and from two to four feet high. These active 
creatures have their enemies, especially a creature 
about the size of a fox, who, after piercing a hole 
in the side of the nest, pushes in his tongue, when 
the unwary ants rush towards it to investigate the 
damafi»^heir dwelling has sustained. The tongue 






beingQlim covered with these insects, he draws it 
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in, and swallows the whole. This he repeats till 
he has perhaps devoured roillioDS. The bees also 
sometimes covet and take possession of their house ; 
and the boors, when travelling, frequently clear 
out these nests, and ase them for ovens to bake 
their bread. Below is a sketch of the ant-eater, i 



We considered our progress to he slow ; but 
slow aod swift are only comparative terms. The 
mail-coach in England moves slowly compared 
with the flight of a pigeon, and that is nothing 
when compared with Uiat of a planet; and even 
that of a plunet is slow when compared with the 
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motion of light. We saw a lunar rainbow in the 
evening. 

March SO. About noon, while halting, we were 
joined by a wagon belonging to Belhelsdorp, and also 
b; twelve horsemen, a patrole, who were searching 
Jar Caffres among the woods and bushes, the 
colony being at war with that nation. When 
commencing our last stage to Bethelsdorp, we were 
joined by three wagons going to Uitenhagen, so 
that the six wagons and patrole made a formidable 
appearance while trBvelUng along the open plain. 
About niidnight, I understood we had got near the 
settlement, by some of our people firing off their 
muSkete as signals of our approach, which were 
soon answered by some discharges from the settle' 
ment. Many of the young people, in high spirits, 
ran out to meet us ; then came Mr, Read and the 
other missionaries, with many of their Hottentots, 
who all gave us a hearty welcome. From the 
solitary road on which we had been long travelling, 
a concourse of people, and the sound of many 
voices, produced a peculiar sensation ; indeed, I 
felt as if instantaneously introduced into a new 
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^ETHELSDOHP— CULTIVATED LAND — UlTENHAGEN— BLIND CO- 
■ BUS AND WIFE — A PEELING AFRICAN MOTHER — OBLIVEB* 
ANCE FROM A LION. 

On the sabbath, which was the day after arriving 
at Bethelsdorp, I had, for the first time, an oppor- 
tunity of commemorating the death of our common 
Saviour, with a church of Christ almost entirely 
composed of Hottentots. 

On the next day, I visited their cultivated land, 
which extended for upwards of two miles on both 
sides of Little Zwartkops River, and also had an 
opportunity of seeing all the cattle brought home 
in the evening, and was delighted to see sach a 
multitude, and nearly all the property of the 
Hottentots. Visited i^ext day the Drosdy at Uiten- 
hagen, where the Landdrost, and the civil and 
military commanders of the interior districts. Ma- 
jor Cuyler and Colonel Vickers, reside, both of 
whom gave me a friendly reception. As govern- 
ment had offered to the Missionary Society one 
or two places, in what was then called the Zuur- 
veld, (now called Albany,) on the confines of 
Caffraria, Colonel Vickers, who had travelled over 
that district, pointed out in a map where I should 
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be likely to find situations suitable for missionary 
stations. 

On Saturday, Cobus, wbo is blind, and his wife, 
came from four hours' (on foot) distance, with 
their child to be baptized on the morrow. They 
are both members of the church of Bethelsdorp. 
The wife knew the Lord first, and soon afterwards 
poor Cobus was deprived of his sight,, but God 
opened the eyes of his understanding ; and he says 
he never was so happy as since he believed in 
Jesus. Indeed, from the pleasant smile on his 
countenance when he spake of the Saviour, peace 
was evidently within. He remarked that Jesus 
had hitherto kept him from falling, and he trusted 
he would keep him to the end, and bring him to 
his heavenly kingdom and glory. His wife said 
she had obtained this child from the Lord, and 
wished to give her again to him ; that she had no 
wish that her child should be grealf or rich, but she 
wished she might have grace, and be a child of 
God. 

On returning to my lodging, a person whom Dr. 
Vanderkemp redeemed from slavery only five years 
ago, followed me to my room. Among other 
things which she mentioned, she said she had three 
sons dead, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. On saying 
so, she turned her face to the wall, and wept 
bitterly, and could not, for half an hour, be pa- 
cified. The scene was extremely affecting. I 
wished some advocates for slavery had been pre- 
sent, who assert that Africans have no affection for 
their offspring. 

Last week, a farmer met a lion on the road to 
Algoa Bay ; after standing some time, looking each 

F 
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other in the fac«, the animal chose quietly to n-alk ' 
away. He had, however, devoured an ass belong- 
iog to the fanner. Perhaps llie death of the a«s 
prevented that of ttie farmer ; having already had I 
one good meal, he had no occasion for another. 



CHAPTER IX. 



BETHELS Don 1? — C0NVEK8I0N OP MOSAMBIQVE SLAVE — EFFECT 
ON HIS MISTRESS AND MASTER — EMPLOYMENTS OF HOT* 
TENTOTS — ^SALT LAKE*— VISIT FROM A HOTTENTOT CHIEF. 

Some time ago, B , a member of the church 

at Bethelsdorp, was travelliag to a distance, and, 
halting at a farmer's, near the mouth of the Cam- 
toos River, he collected the farmer's slaves together, 
and informed them that the Son of God had come 
into the world to save sinners. What he said 
caused a great stir among them, about the salvation 
of their souls. A poor slave from Mosambique, 
opposite the island of Madagascar, was particularly 
affected. The providence of God afterwards brought 
these slaves to work at Uitenhagen, which afforded 
them an opportunity of attending the preaching of 
the gospel there. The poor Mosambique slave 
made rapid progress, though he was but little 
acquainted with the Dutch language. On re- 
turning home to their masters, at the Cam toos 
River, he became their minister, meeting with, and 
exhorting them daily* 

When the boor became acquainted with what 
was going on, he was very angry ; however, they 
continued' to meet in a little place which they had 
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fitted op for the purpMe. Upon one occasion, 
some of the family went, unperceived, within 
hearing of them, and there lintened to what was 
going forward. The boor's wife, while listening to 
her poor slave preaching Jesus of Nazareth and 
the resurrection, felt the force of truth upon her 
heart. She invited the company to meet in her 
house, when she read the scriptures to them, and 
the sla?e prayed and exhorted, and this practice is 
still continued. The boor met Mr. Read lately, 
who declared that his slave must certainly speak 
from the Spirit of God, for, said he, " he knows far 
more than we christians, who have had the bible 
all our days, and he could not surely get all his 
knowledge in the short time he staid at Bethels- 
dorp ; and he cannot read." 

April 2. Walked about the village with three 
of the brethren. In the first house we entered 
were four boys driving about a mill, of a peculiar 
construction, for grinding wheat. A young woman 
was feeding the mill, by gradually pouring wheat 
into a hole in the centre of the upper grind ing- 
stone, and a little girl attended the sack which 
caught the meal as it fell. At one end of the 
house they were making soap of sheep's fat and 
the ashes of a tree that grows in the neighbour- 
hood, which they say is preferable to potash. At 
the other end of the apartment, two female tailors 
were sewing man's apparel. In the next house we 
entered, several men were employed in cutting the 
skin of the bufifalo into furniture for wagons, and 
harness for oxen. In a third house, I examined 
many large mats they had just finished ; these are 
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used by the purchasers instead of carpets, and for 
beds. 

April 3. Viewed a salt lake, which is several miles 
in circumference. A considerable part of the bed 
was dry, and white as snow, being covered with 
salt, but so thinly, as not to be gathered without 
a mixture of sand. Around, on the edge of the 
lake, were many pieces of timber incrusted with 
stone. On the margin also grew many Euphorbium 
plants. We found a small spring, about fifty 
yards from the lake; its water tasted as salt as 
the sea. In the evening, there was much vivid 
lightning, flashes about once or twice every minute. 

Bened ictus Platje Royters, a Hottentot chief, 
arrived, who said he came from a day's journey off, 
on hearing that I had arrived from a far- country, 
and to thank me for coming. He wore a blue 
jacket and white trousers, liut neither shoes nor 
stockings. He had a white lace epaulette on the 
right shoulder, and held in his hand a formidable 
staff, about six feet long, and a large brass head, 
on which were his majesty's arms, presented to 
him by the government of the colony. He said 
that ail this country, and also the Zuurveld, be- 
longed to his grandfather, but they had been 
deprived of it hj the boors and caffres. He com- 
plained bitterly against the boors for the cruelties 
they had perpetrated against his helpless country- 
men. His wife was with him, with an infant at 
her breast, a fine child about four years old, with 
two rows of beads about its neck, but without any 
other clothing. 

f2 



CHAPTER X. 



JOrHNEY l>r ALBANY— LEAVE BFTHFLSDORP — RICH SALT 
LAEE — SIXTY MILES JOURNEY TO SEARCH POR A CLASP 

KNIFE CAPFRE GENERALSHIP — TREACHERY OP BOORS — 

VISIT TO BOGLE— PASS SPRING BOKB LAST PORT VIVID 

LIGHTNING-^ INDIAN OCEAN. 

Hating remained about three weeks at Bethels- 
dorp, constantly engaged about the general con- 
cerns of the station, my next object was to inspect 
the large district of Albany, to find out a proper 
situation for commencing a new mission. 

For this purpose I left Bethelsdorp, April 9tb, 
1813, accompanied by my friends, Messrs. Read 
and Ulbricht, missionaries ; the former designing to 
travel with me to all the stations, the latter only to 
Albany. Most of the inhabitants came out to wit- 
ness our departure, and bid us farewell. Upwards 
of a hundred Hottentots followed us for some time; 
but as we*proceeded on our journey they gradually 
left us, and returned home. 

At ten A.M. crossed the Zwartkops River; and 
further on we halted at a salt lake, about a mile 
and a half in circumference, which supplies all the 
surrounding country with that necessary article, by 



TRAVELS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 55 

the collecting and transporting of which, several of 
the settlers at Bethelsdorp obtain part of their liv- 
ing. Though we only halted for a few minutes, 
our people filled two sacks with salt, to serve us on 
oar journey. The whole bottom was covered with 
a crust of firm salt, about an inch and a half thick ; 
but what we collected was found lying loose at the 
side, being gradually driven thither by the little 
waves raised by the wind, which blows chiefly from 
the south-east. At noon, crossed the Cougha Ri- 
ver, and halted at one p.m. A Hottentot, belong- 
ing to Bethelsdorp, approached us, mounted upon 
an ox; Being asked where he had been, he said, 
with great simplicity, that he had been at a place 
in Albany, in search of a knife be had left behind 
him among the grass when there, and that he had 
found it. This was a journey of sixty miles for a 
common clasp knife, which in the colony is only 
worth eighteen pence ; irrespective of the hazard of 
not finding it among the grass. 

At five P.M. we descended Murderers Height, 
80 called in consequence of some Caffrcs having 
murdered a number of Hottentots there, about 
twenty years ago. Crossed the Sonday, or Sun- 
day River, a little after sun-set, which divides the 
Drosdy of Albany from that of Uitenhagen. Two 
oxen in one of the wagons lay down in the middle 
of the stream, seemingly from terror at the strength 
of it, which occasioned trouble, as we were obliged 
to add ten oxen to the twelve that were already 
yoked to the wagon, before we could drag it to the 
side. 

About two P.M. we halted under trees at the 
hill Aldo, where an act of generalship had been 
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performed by a party of Caffres, against a commando * 
of boors, who, with their Hottentot servants, canae 
to oppose them. The advance of the Dutch army 
was along the low country. The Caffres cut down 
many trees and bushes, with which they blocked up 
the road, placing a detachment behind. On the 
Dutch coming up, they attempted to remove this 
obstruction. While thus employed, the Caffres 
despatched part of their company by another way, 
who, coming behind the Dutch, surrounded them. 
They called for quarter, and obtained it, when they 
came to an agreement that the Dutch boors should 
return home, and not further molest them ;. upon 
which the Caffres returned to them their arms, and 
bid them depart; but the perfidioii's boors having 
secretly sent off a person to hasten the march of 
those behind, these came up, when the collected 
boors fell upon the unsuspecting Caffres, and are 
said to have destroyed them alL 

The ground over which we travelled, thoitgh 
completely in a state of nature, was exceedingly 
beautiful, much resembling a nobleman's park in 
England; being covered with the finest grass, 
interspersed with single trees, and clumps of trees, 
in all directions. 

About eleven a.m. halted at a military station, 
when the officer with his soldiers, and a boor with 
his family, attended our meeting for worship, and 
thankfully received the tracts we had for distri- 
bution. 

Went in an empty wagon to visit another mi- 

* A party of boors (farmers) called oat to defend the 
colony. 
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litary statioQ three hours* (jonra^j) distatit, where 
many of the Bethelsdorp Hottentots, belonging to* 
the Cape regiment, were stationed, llie road was- 
only a foot-path over hills ; at five we came in sight 
of a lovely valley, between mountains, about four 
miles iu extent. The sides of the mountains had 
here and there Caffre gardens among the trees, 
from which they had lately been driven by the 
military. The skeletons of many of their houses 
remained, and some tobacco was still growing ; but 
all their corn fields were destroyed. A river 
divided the valley, and the steep sides of the 
mountains which form the valley were thickly 
covered with trees to their tops. Formerly it was 
strewed over with Caffre villages, hut now not a 
living soul is to be found, universal stillness reigns. 
As we advanced forward, the scenery around was 
romantic and grand in the highest degree. It be- 
came almost dark and no appearance of a fort, and 
we had reason to suspect that Ca£fres were con- 
cealed in the thickets, and watching our move- 
ments; however, at length we arrived at the 
desired fort, where the commanders received us 
very kindly. They appeared living at the back of 
the world. The Hottentots who accompanied us 
were received very joyfully by their brother Hot- 
tentots. 

In the morning, at seven, Mr. Ulbri^ht preached 
to the garrison. Captain Bc^le had resided here 
eighteen months, during which time he had 
received but three visitors, all officers in the 
army* 

Mr. B. with great humanity, takes . care of a 
Caffie girl, about five years of age, whose mother 
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was accideotaUy killed in a -akirmiah, and 'whose 
father fled with his country meo into CafEraria. 
She seemed at home in the garrison. 

At eleven we departed , attended by the guide 
we had brought from Sand-flat, to view a place 
recommended by Colonel Vickers. The appear- 
ance of the coontry throngh which we travelled 
was beautifaly abounding with hills, trees, and 
verdant grass. At four p.m. we reached Sand 
Fiat. The officer who commanded the fort 
there is a native of Hesse, in Germany, where 
having aided in an iusurrection against the French, 
in which most of the insurgents were slain, he 
escaped, with two others, to England, and ob- 
tained, from the Duke of York, a commission in 
the 60th regiment. His library consisted only 
of a dictionary and almanac, which rendered his 
situation the more irksome ; he made, however, no 
complaints. The ants are remarkably troublesome 
at Sand Flat. Lieutenant FJeshwood told us, that 
his sugar and butter were constantly infested by 
them, though he suspended them from the roof by 
a small cord. Mr. Read recommended placing 
them in the middle of a basin of water as the only 
preventative, for even though suspended from the 
roof by a small cord, they would find their way by 
that cord. 

April 13. Left Sand Flat at seven a.m. and 
soon came in sight of spring boks feeding, which 
afforded great entertainment, from their -springing 
at least six feet, every leap, iu height, and several 
yards in length. However near a person may 
be to these animals, no motion of their legs can be 
perceived ; the in^itant they t«uch the ground after 
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ne spring, they rise ag:ain into the air, whfch 
lakes their motion resemble flying. Paased an ant 



liill, the largest I had seen, apparently about five 
feet in height and twelve in circumference, and so 
hard was the external layerof clay, from tlie power- 
ful heat of the sun, that an axe could hardly make 
an impression on the sur&ce. Halted at Assagai 
Bush, near to which stands a fort and a farm 
house. 

April 14. Departed at eight a.u. and tra- 
velled over an extended plain until two p.m. Saw 
droves of qnachas, a species of zebra, in shape re- 
sembling the ass, hut the size of a mule ; droves 
also pf eilands, or elks ; killed a young one, from 
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which we had a good dioner. One of our Hotten- 
tots saw five elephants. Were stopped by rain. 

For some time we thoaght all oar cattle had been 
carried off bj the Caffres ; bat a lion or wolf had 
driven them into a wood, where we found them all 
safe. When the oxen were found, they were very 
warm, and so tired that they could hardly be driven 
back. We were halting at the side of the ruins of 
ft farm house. The farmer's name was Grobler, 
who, with another farmer, had been murdered there 
by the Caffres. One of our Hottentots was present 
when the murder was committed. 

Left Grobler's place on the 14th, at eight a.m. ; 
crossed the Kareka River at ten. At noon we 
came in sight of the Indian Ocean, which made a 
pleasant finish to the charming prospect before us. 
The scene was beautifully diversified by the va- 
rious forms of low green hills, studded with tufts 
of trees. 

At one P.M. came to Lombards Fort, commanded 
by Lieutenants Gare and Laycock ; the wife of the 
latter was the first lady I bad seen in Albany. In 
their garden every thing was growing luxuriantly. 
I had not seen any trees in Africa more loaded with 
oranges, th^n a row of trees which separated their 
garden ifrom a natural wood behind. We departed 
about sun-set, and reached Lieutenant Sutherland's 
post, where we halted for the night. 

After breakfast in the fort we departed; seven 
of the people belonging to the fort accompanied us 
part of the way, riding on oxen, through a country 
truly beautiful ; the hills green to the top, like the 
Sussex hills, and the grass tall and good. At noon 
we halted at Reed River Fort, commanded by Cap- 

2 
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tain Linch, who showed us every attention. A 
place not far from the fort was one of the most 
likely to be suitable for a missionary station of any 
we had seen.* 

This fort is the last of the forts to oppose the 
inroads of the Caffres towards the Indian Ocean; of 
course, when we left it at three p.m. we had no 
more visible path. We travelled among tall grass, 
on the sides of the hills, accompanied by two Hot- 
tentot soldiers as guides, to show us the crossing 
near the mouth of the Buffalo River, which is the 
only place in that quarter where the river can be 
crossed, in consequence of the impenetrable woods 
on both sides : there we arrived about sun-set. 
The lightning, which is almost every night in that 
part of Cafifreland, was uncommonly vivid ; and 
about twenty flashes every minute, attended with 
much thunder over our heads, but no rain. The 
ocean was raging and foaming at a little distance 
from the wagons, which added much to the grandeur 
of the scene, which we beheld with deep interest, 
as displaying the power of God. The tent in 
which I was writing stood among trees. Though 
the night was dark and dismal, the lightning now 
and then made it resemble mid-day. When going 
to bed in the wagon, I could see readily every 
tiling I wanted by means of the lightning. 

* This is where Theopolis now stands. 



CHAPTER XL 



JOVRNEY IN ALBANY — CROSSING BUFFALO RIVER — ELEPHANTS 

PATH CHILD ATTACKED RY A SHARK— BUFFALO SHOT 

OSTRICHES — JOINED BY AN ESCORT — BILL-TONOUE ^HOT- 
TENTOT METHOD OP DRINKING ARRIVAL AT GRAUAH's 

TOWN KINDNESS OF LANDDROST* 

April 18. After a good night's rest I was 
pleased to find every thing tranquil in the morn- 
ing. Walked along the beach admiring the fury of 
the billows, and their inability to proceed further Uian 
the line drawn by overruling Providence. When 
our guides considered the tide to be nearly at the 
lowest, every thing was in a bustle to prepare for 
crossing. About eleven a.m. we began to enter the 
river, a few hundred yards from its mouth. It had 
a rather formidable aspect^ being at least a quarter 
of a mile broad at the crossing, or ford. A Hot- 
sentot soldier, on horseback, led the way, to show 
the best passage. Two or three times his horse's 
head only appeared above water : it was ^he same 
with our oxen in the middle of the stream ; the 
water came over their backs, and at one part they 
were obliged to swim. When the last wagon was 
within a hundred yards of the other side, one of the 
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two leading oxen sunk into ti swamp nearly to the 
neck, and was with considerable difficulty extricated 
from it. 

Immediately on arriving at the beach, we were 
obliged to ascend a narrow and nearly perpendicular 
path, across a wood, made by elephants, which also 
was troublesome, in consequence of some of the 
trees projecting over the path, which obliged us to 
cut down large limbs or branches of them, to make 
room for the wagons to pass. Limbs of trees, 
broken off by the shoulders of elephants when pass- 
ing, also formed obstructions. I examined one of 
the footmarks of this huge animal, which appeared 
to be about fifteen inches across. Had any of 
them, when coming down that long and narrow 
pass to drink in the river, met us, 1 know not 
what might have been the consequence, as there 
was no room for our wagons to turn ; and elephants, 
it seems, will not give way ; as for our bullets, be-> 
ing only lead, they would hardly have felt them. 
Many of their footsteps were but newly made, 
which our Hottentots knew, from the grass which 
they had pressed down not having yet risen up. 
However, by a kind Providence, we got safely 
through the wood, which extended upwards of a 
mile across, and bid farewell to the eastern coast of 
Africa, and the Indian Ocean. 

On the beach, near the mouth of the Buffalo 
River, some soldiers from one of the forts had beeu 
fishing, and having thrown the entrails of the 
fishes they had caught into the sea, a number of 
sharks were thereby attracted. As one of the 
soldier's children was walking near the water, a 
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shark made a sprfo^ at him, atid nearly «aug*ht him 
in his mouth. A red frock, which the child wore, 
was thought to have engaged the attentioa of Chis 
ravenous animal. 

Our travelling was now in what might he called 
a trackless wilderness, where few men passed 
through, for there were no paths, except such as 
had been formed by wild beasts going to drink. 
In about an hour after leaving the pass across the 
wood we came to a pool of water, near which we 
halted. Though we had now about thirty Hotten- 
tots in our company, not one of them had ever been 
before in that part of Africa. In the afternoon 
two of the people fell in with an elephant of a large 
size, but they were afraid to molest him by shooting 
at him, as there was no place of refuge near. The 
lightning and thunder commenced in the evening. 

April 19. Before sun-rise 1 heard a volley of 
muskets fired off, but knew not on what occasion, 
till the news was brought that a large buffalo was 
killed, which afforded great pleasure to the Hotten- 
tots, who, from their habits, wish to live almost 
entirely upon animal food. On reaching the spot, 
I found them busy in skinning the animal, which 
apppared to he a half larger than the largest of our 
oxen, with formidable horns, which are now in the 
missionary museum. In about an hour they had cut 
up the buffalo, and put the pieces into three wagons, 
after which we proceeded on our journey. We 
soon observed six ostriches running swiftly along ; 
but when our dog Succo pursued them, they were 
obliged to have recourse to their wings, which made 
their pace half running and half flying. A drove of 
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qnachafl, or wild aoaos, passed ntar us ; like moBt 
of the wild beasts, they ran in a coDtiaued line, odb 
foiiowiDg another, as wild geese frequently fly. 



At ten A.n. ne came to a wood, when a Hot- 
tentot was sent forward to examine an opening, to 
Bee if the wagons could pass by it. A road made 
by the elephants was found to be a good oue : in 
going along it we observed two trees, and a large 
limb of a third had lately been broken down by 
them, which our people said they do when they 
are out of humour. On the summit of a hill we 
observed some men descending towards us. At 
first we were afraid they were CaSres coming to 
attack us ; but we soon found they were soldiers 
kindly sent by Captain Linch in quest of us, to 
learn if we were safe, and had found our way. I 
believe we ought to have solicited an escort while 
trvvelliug within sight of Caffreland, with which 
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the colony was at war, and beyond the range of 
all the military posts placed for the defence of the 
colony against that powerful nation. Never, till 
Captain Liuch's soldiers joined lA, did this at all 
occur to me as necessary ; but after that, our ven* 
turing to travel between the forts and the Caffres I 
viewed as heedless rashness, and was glad that 
Captain Linch had viewed this in the same light 
the evening after we parted from him. 

The soldiers had killed a hart« but had left it be- 
hind. We sent a pack ox to bring it to our halting 
place, with which they arrived soon after we reached 
it. It was about the ordinary size of a mule, and 
from its shape appeared to be made for swiftness. 
While at breakfast, one of our parties brought an 
elk, cut up, carried on the backs of four oxen. 
We had now a store of flesh sufficient to serve us 
for a fortnight. The mountains of Caffraria were 
very visible, a little to the eastward. 

Our people, divided into parties, were variously 
employed. Some were busy in cutting the flesh of 
the animals killed into thin slices ; others in hang- 
ing what had been cut upon the thorn trees, which 
exhibited a peculiar appearance. The meat thus 
exposed is intended to be dried in the sun. Others 
were cutting it into long thick slices, to make what 
they term bill-tongue ; others were salting the lull- 
tongue, which eats remarkably well when dried, 
without any other preparation, especially if the 
eater be very hungry. 

The Hottentot manner of drinking water from a 
pool or stream is very curious ; they throw or 
heave it up with their right hand into their mouth, 
seldom bringing the hand nearer than a foot*8 
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disUDce from the moath, and so quick, that, 
however thirsty, they are soon satisfied. I tried 
irequently to imitate this practice, hat without 
success. ' 

The country, in which we were now travelling*, 
lies between the Buffalo and Great Fish River. 
When the Caffres, under Congo and Slamba, dwelt 
in Albany, they always allowed this part to remain 
without inhabitants, in order to serve as a sepa- 
ration between them and Geika, the chief of the 
other Caffres. 

Departed at two p.m. Part of the soldiers, and 
six of our armed Hottentots, kept about a quarter 
of a mile a-head of us, the other soldiers keeping 
at some distance on the right, opposite Caffreland ; 
and a few of our people remained with the wagons. 
Two ostriches crossed immediately before the 
wagons, running swiftly, though awkwardly, from 
the disproportion between the great length of their 
legs and the size of their bodies. They are grega- 
rious, for we seldom met with single ones. 

At four P.M. we entered upon an extensive plain, 
to which we saw no bounds, either before us or to 
the right. The soldiers left us, a little after reach- 
ing this plain, to return to their fort. They were 
commanded by a clever young Hottentot, Piet 
Bruntges, son to William Bruntges, of Genaden^ 
dal, who conducted Dr. Vanderkemp into Caffraria, 
and who is supposed to be the oldest man in South 
Africa. The plain was in many parts marshy, 
owing to the late rains, which, with the want of 
wood for our fires, prevented our halting at sun-set. 
We went forward in the dark till about nine o'clock, 
when we halted at water, and near trees. Ever 
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since we left Cape Town we bad been travelling' 
east by north till we came here, and turned our 
backs to the Indian Ocean, since which we have 
been travelling north-west by west. 

About sun-rise we departed, moving among low 
hilb, and now and then crossing brooks between the 
hills. We met Captain Fraser, deputy Landdrost; 
on his way to the Great Fish River, which divides 
Caffireland from Albany, to examine its banks, to 
judge if it were practicable to render it a greater 
obstacle to the Cafires carrying off the cattle, which 
they steal from the boors in the colony. The 
captain assuring us he would return to Graham's 
Town on Thursday, we resolved to wait there until 
that time, to meet him. At eleven a.m. we came 
to a charming place called Blue Rocky sur- 
rounded with rising grounds, over which the 
camel thorn tree is beautifully interspersed. There 
a military post was lately erected, commanded 
by Lieutenant Leydenham, from Edinburgh. His 
house not being finished, he lived in a comfort- 
able tent, where we partook of an early dinner. 
Darkness overtook us before we could reach Gra- 
ham's Town ; however, we were satisfied we were 
not far distant from it, first by hearing the sound 
of a trumpet, then by observing lights, and soon 
after by the arrival of a Hottentot on horseback, 
to be our guide into the town ; he was sent by the 
Rev. Mr. Vanderlingen, chaplain to the cape regi- 
ment of Hottentots, who was formerly one of our 
missionaries. Without the assistance of this guide 
we certainly should have found difficulty in getting 
forward in the dark. At eight p.m. we reached 
Mr. Vanderlingen's, and were hospitably received. 
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April 21. Graham's Town is named «Aer 
Colonel Graham, who commanded the troops sent 
against the CaiFres, when tfaey were driiren beyond 
the Great Fish River. The situation is pleasant 
and healthy, and enjoys sufficient water ail the 
jenr for its present population ; but should it in- 
crease, they will be obliged to devise means for 
bringing water from- a distance. The houses which 
compose the town at present are built of mud and 
Tee&B, and none of them are designed to be per- 
manent dwellings. It is the residence of the Deputy 
Landdrost, and the head-quarters of the military 
stationed in Albany^ Some of the officers have 
already good gardens, though the town has not 
existed a year. 

April 22. In the forenoon I rode with Major 
Prentice in his wagon to a boor's, a few miles 
distant, who was lately plundered of sheep by the 
Caffres. A son of his, a stout young man, left 
him, from dread of being mnrdered by them. The 
family have occasioao to be in constant readiness to 
repel any attack that may be made npon them; 
yet people, by habit, may become so accustomed 
to perils as to think little of them. At five, we 
dined at the officers' mess, when we were glad to 
find Captain Fraser returned, being anxious to 
consult him respecting the best situation for a 
missionary settlement. He was very willing to 
give all the information in his power, and no one is 
better qualified. He likewise gave us an order to 
the commanders of military posts, within his dis- 
trict, to furnish us with escorts from post to pout ; 
and to the farmers, should w<e have occasion, to 
furnish us with oxen,-d^«. 



CHAPTER XII. 



JOURNEY IN ALBANY DEPARTUltB FROU ORAHAU's TOWN 

CURIOUS PA8S TIIROVOH A MOUNTAIN CAFFRE MODE OF 

ESCAPING rURSlEnS — EFFECTS OF SUDDEN RISE OF FISH 

RIVER INDOLENCE OF A BOOR — A CAFFRE FAMILY 

ANTS — AUHTB AT ORAAP RBYNBT — ^MEET MR. BURCKEL 
•^ALSO MARTHA AND MARY. 



In consequence of two oxen having strayed, we 
could not leave Graham's Town till four p.m. 
About thirty of the inhabitants accompanied us a 
mile from the town, when they bade us adieu. A 
poor Serjeant of the 21 at dragoons, whose mind was 
greatly harrassed, walked by the side of my 
wagon, relating his doleful tale. He had as much 
need of medical aid, as of any counsel I could give. 
Coming to a road, which struck off towards Be- 
thelsdorp, Mr. Ulbricht and some others left us, to 
return thither. 

April 24. Left Captain M'Niers post at 
sun-rise^ ^with an escort, for protection from the 
Caffres. Halted for a little at a boor's place, which 
was a very solitary one. At seven p. m. halted for 
the night at Vandyke's place, where a sergeant's 
party was stationed, which we left before sun-rise, 
and 9 A.M. halted at Zwart« water-port, ^here is 
a fort commande4 by Lieut. Ellert. it is called 
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port, because there is a narrow pass through a 
mountain y as if cut by some mighty axe cleaving 
the mountain in two. The stupendous perpendi- 
cular sides of the pass are of such similar shapes, 
as leaves no doubt that they liad once been 
united : a small river runs between. On each side 
are caves above caves, and trees projecting from 
the rocks. We went across to visit some Hotten- 
tot soldiers stationed at the other end. As we 
went along, baboons from the heights looked down 
upon us with an angry roar, as if we had in- 
truded upon their solitude. On coming to the 
Hottentots, Mr. R. found one or two of his people 
from Bethelsdorp, prospering in their souls, and 
happy in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ. 
From this place no signs of human society or cul- 
tivation appeared in any direction. On returning 
to the pass, a honey-bird, which leads travellers to 
hives of bees, invited us, by its chirping, to a place 
where honey might be found. One or two of our 
escort went towards it, when it flew from tree to 
tree, chirping ; but, as the bees' nest appeared too 
distant, they returned. 

Departed about sun-set, and halted for the night 
at a post commanded by Lieut. Devonish, about 
eight P.M. Caffreland being near, Caffres are 
often lurking among the boshes,- but the soldiers 
have never been able to seize one, they are so ex- 
pert in pushing through, what to others is impene- 
trable underwood . They w rap themselves up in their 
carofWMBs, or skin cloaks, which is their only dress, 
andy leaping into the closest thickets, will get 
t]^rovgh without a scratch, where none can follow 
9|i^>fi»;to.ov^ake tiidm. • 'Now and then they listen 
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to hear if their parsaers are near, when they dart 
forward in another direction, and always escape. 

Moved at seven a.m. Crossed the Little Fish 
River at eight, which was deep though narrow. Afc 
nine, halted at the post of Captain Suton, from 
Edinburgh, where a court-martial was sitting upon 
two soldiers of the 60th regiment. Visited a farm- 
house:; the boor's wife had serious thoughts re- 
specting a Judgment to come, and many fears, but 
her husband said, he knew that whaterer kind of a 
man he was, he had grace within him, and had no 
fear. They are far from all means of instruction, 
and living entirely on their cattle, without any cul- 
tivation ; they have nothing to do, except smoking 
their pipe, and once a day counting their cattle. 

We now travelled within a mile of Caffraria, 
and without an escort. We observed no inha- 
bitant, nor hut, in that part of Caffraria which 
lay upon our right, indeed none of their villages 
are nearer than two days' journey beyond the Great 
Fish River. 

At seven p. m. we arrived at the post of Lieute- 
nant Forbes, within a hundred yards of the river ; 
whieh we left next morning at sun-rise. Passed 
two large flocks of sheep, wluoh are safer there 
than cattle, as the Ca£Fres «are little for sheep. 
Our Hottentots met some of their acquaintance on 
the road, whom they kissed very affectionately, the 
men holding their hats about half off their heads 
when^hey gave this friendly salutation. At nine 
A.M. we halted for a few minutes at Lieutenant 
Rosseau^s post. His and the other houses were 
lately washed away, by a sudden and uncomnaoa 
rise of the river. He had just time to run oat to 



TRAVELS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 73 

save his life; and, what was surprising, when the 
river subsided, he recovered all his wine glasses, 
cups, &e. out of the mud, without one being in- 
jured. The houses were of claj, and have all been 
rebuilt. 

About ten a.m. we reached Captain Andrews' 
posL The fort is erected on the side of the Fish 
River, where he has built the best house I have 
0een in Albany, acting as carpenter himself, and 
Instructing the Hottentots to assist him ; he has a 
good garden, and has invented an engine to raise 
water, about thirty feet above the river, to his gar- 
den, which no less astonishes the boors than the 
Hottentots. 

He was very anxious that the boor, who lives 
near the fort, should cultivate a piece of his farm 
to raise a little grain for bread. As an inducement, 
he offered to lead the water of two neighbouring 
fountains to water his ground; but all his argu- 
ments were fruitless. He said it would be bye (or 
superfluous) trouble. He would rather send five 
days' journey to purchase flour, than be at the 
trouUe to plough, sow, and reap his own ground. 

After dinner, when expecting to depart, we 
found all our oxen were missing, and all our people 
gone in search of them. Whea the captain heard 
of it, he instantly dispatched a party of soldiers to 
join in the pursuit. Being so near Caffreland, the 
Cafires were supposed to be the thieves. In two 
hours all were brought back in triumph ; but, 
being dark, we judged it prudent not to move till 
the morning. 

An hour before sun^rise we departed, under the 
protection of an escort. Passed along a wide 

}i 
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valley, and then entered upon an extensive plain, 
which certainly never had been disturbed by spade 
or plough ; a few spring boks appeared to be the 
unmolested lords of that green wilderness. At 
nine a.m. halted on the banks of the Little Fish 
River, liear De Clerk's place. After breakfast 
our escort left us, to be succeeded by no other. 

The descent at Bruntjees Hoogte is long and 
winding, by the side of a steep mountain. In 
rain, when the road is slippery, it must be very 
dangerous ; for should the wagon slide only a few 
inches to the left, it must inevitably be precipitated 
many hundred feet, to the bottom of the mountain. 
Near the end of the descent, we found a Caffre 
family sitting by a fire, consisting of husband, wife, 
and daughter. They said they had come from the 
Sea-cow River, in consequence of the Bushmen 
constantly killing the Caffres, and were returning 
to Caffreland. The man was tall, strong, and a 
fine figure, and slightly covered with a skin cloak ; 
had several rows of beads round his neck and over 
his breast. His wife and daughter had a little 
more dress. The former was in a decline, and her 
weakness had prevented their proceeding with their 
friends, who had gone on before. We gave some 
wine for the sick» woman, with a little bread, for 
which they seemed grateful. When the girl had 
drank the half of her share of the wine, her father 
seized the rest and drank it himself, saying, with a 
smile. It is good. He had six assagays, or spears, 
with him. They were all painted nearly the colour 
of mahogany, their countenances agreeable, hair 
short and woolly. The hills on our right were 

veredwith lively green, and seemed to consist of 

3 
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different stories, by means of regular strata that 
projected beyond the grass, adding greatly to their 
picturesque appearance. At eleven a.m. halted 
under a hill. Our Hottentot, Cupido, was bom in 
this part of the country. He had halted the pre- 
ceding day at a boor^s, where he had preached in 
his simple way, who, on his leaving, gave him a 
borse to overtake us. 

On the 30th, observing some houses in ruins, I 
inquired how they had been destroyed, and learned 
that, some years before, the boors in that part of the 
country went in a body, and drove the Landdrost 
from Graaf Reynet, because some of his proceed- 
ings had displeased them. While thus employed, 
the CafFres seized the opportunity to make an at- 
tack on their defenceless farms, when they destroyed 
many of their houses, and carried off much cattle. 

When the heat was oppressive, took shelter un- 
der a spreading bush. An ant road passed the 
place where we stood. Thousands of these little 
animals were passing and repassing : those travel- 
ling south, carried burdens ; those going north, 
were going in search of something to bring home. 
I observed a great error they had committed at the 
original planning of the road, for instead of >going 
round a cliff of two feet perpendicular height, they 
had to ascend it ; at this spot I observed three or 
four, ascending with small berries in their mouths, 
tumble down with their loads, from projecting 
parts, who appeared for a minute to be stunned by 
the fall: immediately on recovering they com- 
menced a fresh attempt to ascend the cliff. 

Yesterday we shot three bucks, and this morn- 
ing one. The ground, or mouldy here is 



covered with beath and grass. At eight p.m. ne 
halted for half an hour at Grobler's place. We 
proceeded till midnight, when we baited at Lion's 
Fountain. 

April 31. At four p.m. we were met by our 
friend Mr. Kicherer, Parish Minititer of Graaf 
Reynet, with a liorse wagon, in which he conveyed 
us with speed to his hospitable home. Glad waa I 
to find that Mr. Burchel, who lately returned to 
Graaf Reynet, from making botanical researches 
higher up the interior, was not gone ; but had 
kindly postponed his departure in expectation of 
my arrival. He was the first person who travelled 
direct, or in a straight line, from Graaf Reynet to 
our missionary station at Griqua Town, beyond the 
Great Orange River, by which route he thought 
we might accomplish the journey thither in a 
month. He returned by another way, which woald 
require two months ; but he recommended the 
shortest, as one of his Hottentots had consented to 
be onr guide. During the afternoon I saw Mar- 
tha and Mary, who were in England ten years be- 
fore. They recollected Kingsland Chapel, because 
they had spent their first sabbath in it after arriv- 
ing in England. 



CHAPTER Xni. 



FURIOUS ATTACK BY A LIONESS — LEAVE GRAAF REYNET— TRA- 
VELLING IN SNEUBERG HOTTEN'IOt's ADDRESS TO SLAVES 

SINGULAR CAVE — INTERVIP.W WITH BUSHWOMEN — BUSH- 
BOY — OLD BLIND BUSHMAN — ORIGIN OF ROADS LIONESS 

SHOT FEATS OF LIONS. 

May 2. Attended worship in the parish church, 
at nine in the morning ; heard two discourses by- 
Mr. Kicherer; after which, six couples of white 
people were married. In the evening Mr. Read 
preached, in whaC is called the Heathen's Meeting, 
to many people, both white and black. 

May 4. Was present at the slaves' meeting, 
where two slaves and three whites engaged in 
prayer. Next day I preached to a full house, by 
the help of Messrs. Read and Kicherer, who were 
my interpreters. The Landdrost and family were 
present, whom many were glad to see in the slave 
meeting. I recollected that some minister wa^ at 
the same time preaching in London, at the annual 
meeting of the Missionary Society. On the 10th, 
the Landdrost sent a slave with a young lion, to 
show to me as a curiosity. A person in the neigh- 
hoorhood had lately shot its father, on seeing 
which^ the lioness sprang from her den upon the 

H 2 
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murderer of her mate, and in an instant laid him 
on the ground, and hegan to tear him ; his brother, 
who was near, fired his musket at her, and, happily, 
the ball penetrating the animal's throat, brought 
her to the ground, and rescued the poor man from 
the very jaws of death, but not before he was 
terribly lacerated. In this way the young lion 
was obtained. I saw the skins of both its parents 
at the Landdrost's. That of the male was black 
at the shoulders and part of the back, which they 
said was rather unusual in that part of Africa. 
The hair hanging from the head and neck was 
about twelve inches long, and the lion having 
power to make his hair stand erect, this animal, 
when alive, must have had a terrific appearance. 

May 1 1 . About eleven o'clock we parted *from 
these kind people, accompanied by Mr. Kicherer 
and four of his friends. Two boors from Sneuberg, 
to which we were going, brought their horse 
wagons to convey us more quickly thither. These, 
with our own three ox wagons, left the town to- 
gether, which had the appearance of an eastern 
caravan. At two p.m. we dined at Magis 
Fountain, about twenty miles north-west of Graaf 
Reynet, after which we went forward to the re- 
sidence of Mr. Heerden, who had kindly driven 
us in his eight-horse wagon, in good time to supper, 
though forty miles from Graaf Reynet. 

May 12. About seven wagons with people 
arrived during the day, to attend worship in the 
evening. Left Mr. Heerden's at four p.m. on the 
l«3th, and after travelling with great speed (eight 
horses on the gallop) along the banks of the 
Buffalo River for an hour and a half, we arrived at 
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Mr. Burchar's, which is a lively place. About 
twelve wagons arrived before us, to the people of 
which Mr. Read preached, (about sixty persons 
in all,) in a large room. 

May 14. This part of the country is called 
Snow Mountain, the elevation being very con- 
siderably above the sea ; and May being the first 
month of the winter here, in the morning we had 
proof of it, the grass being whitened by the frost 
during the night. My wagons having made up to 
us, a Hottentot came into the room where I was, to 
say that he had brought oxen from the next boor's, 
to draw our wagons there, in order to save ours, 
which had a long journey before them. The 
slaves of Mr. Burchar asked and obtained per- 
mission to follow us to the next boor's, to hear the 
gospel, as we preached wherever we halted. In 
the afternoon went forward to Three Fountains. 

May 15. About three p.m. left Three Foun- 
tains, in the boor's wagon, drawn by, eight ex- 
cellent horses, travelling seven miles an hour. At 
five, reached Vanderkervel's place, where we spent 
the sabbath. On the evening of which, Mr. R., 
after preaching, asked Cupido and Boozak (con- 
verted Hottentots) to speak to the people, if they 
felt inclined, on which both addressed the heathens. 
Boozak said to them :-^ 

'* Before the missionaries came to us, we were 
as ignorant of any thing as you are now. I 
thought then I was the same as a beast; that 
when I died there would be an end of me : but, 
after hearing them, I found I had a soul that must 
he happy or miserable for ever. Then I became 
afraid to die. I was afraid to take a gun into my 
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hand, lest it should kill me ; or to meet a serpent, 
lest it should bite me. I was afraid then to go to 
the hills to hunt lions or elephants, lest they should 
destroy me. But when I heard of the Son of God 
having come into the world to die for sinners, all 
that fear went away. I took my gun again, and, 
without fear of death, went to hunt lions, and tigers, 
and elephants. You shall soon have an opportunity 
to be taught the «ame things." 

Examined a cave on the side of a high cliff, 
separated from an opposite cliff, equally high, only 
by a few yards. Had great difficulty in reaching 
the cave. Michael mounted first, but, while ascend- 
ing the rock, his feet slipped, when he rolled down 
into a pool of water, completely over his head, 
which appeared to the other Hottentots a mere 
trifle, for they only smiled and pressed forward. 
A friend from Graaf Reynet, who was tall and 
strong, carried me over on his back. It was no 
easy matter to climb up the cliff to the cave's 
mouth, from the steepness and smoothness of the 
rock. A light being struck, we ventured in, with 
three candles. On the roof of the cave, which 
resembled that of a cathedral in miniature, hung 
hundreds of bats, fast asleep. Our lights awoke 
many of them, and they flew about us, to the no 
small danger of extinguishing our lights. Within 
the cave we sunk half way up the leg into their 
dry dung, which had the appearance of gunpowder, 
and probably had been collecting for many cen- 
turies. The bats hung by their feet attached to 
the roof, and so close together, that, at first sight, 
it appeared to be carved work on the foof. After 
viewing different apartments in the cave, which 
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was singular! J gloomy, we found considerable 
difficulty in returning, for the bats began to awake, 
and fly about, at one time putting out two, out of 
three lights that we had, by flying against them. 

At Mr. VanderkerveFs they brought me four 
Bushwomen, and five or six Hottentot women, 
covered only with sheepskins thrown carelessly 
over their shoulders. I addressed them by means 
of Mr. Kicherer, and a Hottentot girl who under- 
stood the Dutch and Bushmen languages. None 
of them seemed to know any thing of God, except 
one woman, who said her grandfather had told her 
there was a God, or Great Master. They appeared 
much pleased to hear that they were soon to be 
taught the same things that white people know. 
They showed me a Bushboy, who, when first 
brought there, they said, was as wild as a lion, and 
would bite any thing that came near him; no 
doubt, from the horror he felt at being brought 
amongst white people, of whose murders of his 
forefathers he had probably often heard. 

At the next farmer *s, saw a Bushwoman about 
sixty years of age, who only measured three feet 
nine inches, and was yet no ways deformed. She 
knew no more about God than the cattle, although 
living among white people who call themselves chris- 
tians ; yet she expressed satisfaction on hearing that 
missionaries would come soon, to instruct her and 
her people. There were also some younger than 
her, but equally ignorant. 

On travelling a little farther we came to M. 
Pinnar's place, the last habitation of white men in 
the colony. While conversing with some Hot- 
tentotSy by means of an interpreter, I observed one 
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man smile as if much pleased, on hearing that 
people were coming from a far country to instruct 
them. I visited a hut standing at the foot of a 
hill behind the boor's house, in which lived an old 
blind Bushman. We found him asleep in a sheep's 
skin, which was his only dress ; indeed there was 
not another article in his hut. On awaking, he 
slowly sat up ; and from the blackness of his skin, 
his long beard, and probably not having smiled 
for many years, he had an uncommonly grave and 
peculiar appearance. A friend from Graaf Reynet 
was my Dutch interpreter, and a Hottentot girl, 
about twelve years of age, interpreted into the 
Bushmen's language, kneeling on the ground, with 
her black sheepskin thrown over her shoulders, 
and her clasped hands under her chin. She re- 
peated to the old man what she was told, with a 
gravity that astonished me. A small group of 
children were staring into the hut. The poor man 
absolutely knew nothing; and when the girl told 
him that an institution was soon to be established, 
to teach him and others the things of God, which 
would make them happy, he intimated, in a very 
significant manner, that he understood what she 
told him, but that the report coming from white 
people, he would not believe it till it took place. 

The master of the house, a young man, had his 
hand lately shot off by a musket ; another young 
man had his leg lately broken by a fall from his 
horse ; and the mistress had been confined only four 
days. 

At nine p.m. we halted among low hills, where 
there was grass. The boors who accompanied us 
remarked that the pkc^e should be called Lion's 
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Valley, because they greatly abounded there. We 
had lightning, then thunder, after which we had 
abundance of rain, which continued till next day 
at three p.m. when it abated. I was warned 
ag'ainst going out of sight of the wagons, as wild 
Bushmen might be lying concealed among the 
rocks or bushes. We now commenced keeping 
watch after sunset. I observed that the Hottentots 
watched chiefly on the lee-side of the wagons ; the 
reason for which I understood to be, that neither 
lions nor Bushmen ever make an attack from the 
windward side, because then the dogs soon smell 
them, and give the alarm. 

Proceeded on the morning of the 19th, at seven 
A.M. being now beyond all roads. The boors 
having told us that the ruts of our wagon wheels 
would be visible for four years, and all who came 
after would travel according as they led, for cen- 
turies to come, they begged us to travel in the 
most level and direct way we could. 

When some of our people, who were convoying 
us to the limit of the colony, were chasing, on 
horseback, some quachas, a fat and fatigued* one 
fell behind his companions, which our horsemen 
surrounded and brought to the wagons. 

When approaching a fountain of water, where 
we intended to halt, two of the horsemen came 
galloping towards our wagons, on which my wagon- 
driver told me they had seen a lion. On inquiring 
how he knew that they had seen a Hon, he said he 
knew it by their faces. Like all Hottentots, he 
had excellent eye-sight, for, at the distance they 
were, I could distinguish none of their features. 
On reaching us, they informed us that two lions 
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were crouching among the reeds below. All the 
wagons immediately drew up on an ascent op- 
posite the place where they lay, with their wheels 
firmly chained, lest the roaring or appearing of the 
lions should terrify the oxen, and make them run 
off with the wagons, which frequently happens on 
such occasions. Thirteen men then drew up, 
about fifty yards from the lions, with their loaded 
muskets ; and such as were only to be spectators 
stood upon a heap of rocks, about fifty yards 
beyond them, guarded by three armed men, lest 
the lions should not be wounded, or only slightly, 
and be able to rush upon us. When all was thus 
in readiness, the men below poured a volley of 
bullets towards the animals, when one of them, 
the male, made off, seemingly slightly woanded ; 
but the other was disabled, so that it remained in 
the same position. The dogs ran towards her, 
making a great noise, but ventured no nearer than 
within five or six yards. On the second fire she 
was shot dead. A bullet was found under the skin, 
which she must hare received long before, as the 
wound was completely healed. She had received 
many wounds from our people, especially a severe 
one in the mouth. She is now standing quietly in 
the Missionary Museum. The male ran up an 
ascending valley, between hills, immediately op- 
posite to where we found them. He halted twice, 
eagerly looking back for his mate, after which he 
went out of sight. 

The conyersation at supper naturally turned 
upon the feats of lions, and lion hunters, daring 
which we heard the roar of a lion behind the tent, 
at no great distance; a little after, the roar came 
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still nearer, which we believed was from the male 
liou, who had come in search of his mate. If he 
found her carcass, the boors who were with me 
said he would eat it. They asserted, what is very 
horrid, that the Bushmen often throw their children 
to the lion to preserve themselves, which has 
^eatly increased the desire of those animals for 
human flesh, especially the flesh of Bushmen ; so 
mach so, they said, that were a lion to And a white 
man and a Bushman asleep together, he would 
take the Bushman and leave the white man. At 
present, in this part of Africa, it is said that these 
ferocious animals kill more Bushmen than sheep. 

A lion, one day, seized a Hottentot by the arm ; 
but his dog getting hold of the lion by his leg, he 
let go the Hottentot to drive away the dog, by 
which means the Hottentot escaped from the jaws 
of death. When a lion overcomes an ox, he 
drags him off on his back, but a sheep he carries in 
his mouth ; which of course may be accounted for, 
by the difference of weight of the two animals. 

Mr. Kicherer mentioned, that when his sexton 
and wife were asleep under their wagon, and their 
little dog at their feet, a lion came and carried off 
the dog without injuring them. It was not long af- 
ter we had killed the lioness before we missed the 
quacha, which we had captured alive ; for while our 
attention had been occupied by the lions, the 
quacha was neglected, and very properly seized the 
opportunity to make his escape. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



ENTER WILD BUSHMAN COUNTRY— BUSHMAN FAMILY— STRANGE 

APPETITES OF BUSHMEN — LOCUSTS, FOOD OF BUSHMEN 

YOUNO BUSHMAN LEADING TO WATER, &C. — SUGAR-LOAF 
-HILLS — SCARCITY OF GRASS — EXAMINATION OF BUSHMAN — 

HOTTENTOTS PUR8UFD BY LIONS — -SPRING BOK8 SHOT 

REMAINING THIRSTY BESIDE WATER — BUSHMAN DECAMPED 
HOTTENTOT MODES OF BAKING — BUSHMEN PITS. 

Now we parted from our friends, who had accom- 
panied us thus far to the boundary of the colony. 
At sun-set we came to water which had been col- 
lected in holes during the late rain : this induced 
iis to halt. Some of our stragglers brought us 
three young Bushmen, whom they had met on a 
journey. They possessed more lively and interest- 
ing countenances than the Hottentots. Their 
father, an old man, they said, was lodging in 
a hole among the rocks at a little distance. We 
informed them we had come from a far country, 
had taught the Hottentots many good things, and 
designed to send teachers also to their nation. 
They said they were glad to hear it; and one of 
them offered to accompany us on our journey to 
the Great River. The other two went oflF with the 
food we had given them for their father : they 
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carried along with them pieces of burning timber, 
to frighten away lions. 

May being the first month of winter, in this 
hemisphere, we found water in the bottom of a 
large dish completely frozen in the morning. The 
Bushman's family came to us at eight in the morn- 
ing, consisting of the father, his two sons, with 
the wife of one of them, carrying a child about ten 
months' old. When we went to prayer (the nature 
of which had been explained to them) they lay 
prostrate on the ground, in imitation of our Hotten- 
tots. The woman had rather an interesting ap- 
pearance ; her eyes indicated natural talent, and 
her child looked well, notwithstanding its copper 
colour. She gave me three rings made of cord, 
which her child wore on its arm ; and i presented 
her with some beads to put in their place. The 
child wore nothing more than a few strings of 
berries as substitutes for beads, interspersed with 
circular pieces of the ostrich egg-shell. When 
preparing to shave, I held my looking glass before 
each of them, who all expressed astonishment at 
beholding their own faces, which they knew to be 
their own, by opening their mouths wide and hold- 
ing out their tongues, and perceiving this to be 
done at the same time by the figures in the glass. 
They all turned away their heads, and held up their 
hands before their mouths, when they first saw 
themselves, being disgusted with their own appear- 
ance. The woman, in order to be quite certain 
that it was herself she saw in the glass, turned 
round her babe that was tied to her back, and on 
seeing it also she seemed satisfied. They were 
clothed in sheep-skins. At ten, two lions appeared 
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at a little distance from us, which were first noticed 
by the Bushmen, who are mach afraid of them. 
They told us, that some time ago a lion came aad 
dragged a man out of his hut, and then devoured 
him. 

These strangers sat the whole time they were 
with us, without once rising. They were employed 
in cooking and eating meat till we separated. 
Our Hottentots remarked, that Bushmen would 
eat continually for three days, and then fast three 
days. When our wagons set off, the young man, 
who was to accompany us, rose up from the fire 
aroand which his friends were sitting, without 
taking the smallest notice of them, or bidding them 
farewell ; indeed, one would have thought, by the 
manner of his departure, that he intended to return 
in Eive minutes. I did not think he was actually 
gone, till one of our people told me he was in the 
first wagon which had moved. Before parting, I 
took their child for some time in my arms, stroked 
it, and returned it to the rightful owner^ Not one 
of them had a name except the father, whom they 
called, in their language. Old Boy. I advised the 
woman to wash her face, which was extremely 
dirty ; but, by a significant shake of her head, she 
expressed aversion to such an operation; upon 
which our Hottentots, by way of apology for her, 
said, that Bushmen thought dirt upon their skin 
kept them warm. Each of them bad a jackal's 
tail fixed on a stick, to wipe the sweat from their 
faces in hot weather. They had also a quiver of 
poisoned arrows. They had left the old woman, 
the mother, in the cave during the night. They 
had been visiting a distant kraal, and were returning 
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to their own. When we had advanced a few miles, 
I learned that the young man who accompanied us 
had a wife and child at home. This season might 
be called the Bushman's harvest, for the ground 
being softened by rain, they can easily pull up 
roots, not only for present consumption, but, if they 
choose, for future use also. In summer they are 
supplied with locusts, which they dry and pound into 
powder, and this serves as a substitute for flour. 

Our being accompanied hy the young Bushman, 
at this period of the journey, seemed a particular 
providence ; for, had he not been with us, we neither 
could have found g^ass, nor water, nor wood for 
fire in the evening. We had not seen a blade of 
grass during the day ; but, a little after sun-set he 
led us out of our track, up a narrow pass between 
hills, to a small sequestered valley, where there 
was a fountain of water, grass, and abundance of 
fire-wood. When I saw all this store so unex- 
pectedly, I looked to the lad, as Elijah may be 
supposed to have looked to the ravens that fed him 
in the wilderness, as God's instrument for fulfilling 
his will to us in answer to prayer. He was cheer- 
ful and happy, appearing to consider himself per- 
fectly safe with us; which was wonderful, consider- 
ing how cruelly his nation had been treat^d by the 
colonbts, in former times. We soon made a large 
fire of the turpentine bush, which was plentiful, 
and afforded both light and heat. The night be- 
came so cold, that, while writing in the tent, I was 
obliged to have a hot stone under my feet. About 
ten, a wolf came to see what he could obtain from 
us; but our fires, and the barking of our dogs, 
obliged him to keep at a distance. 

I 2 
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In the morning, I overheard the Hottentots telling 
the young Bushman the fine things he was likely to 
get, when we should arrive at Cape Town. They 
told him, that prohahly he would get a looking- 
glass to see himself in, like that which I had held 
before his face ; but, turning round his head, he 
said he did not like it. We sowed some peach 
and orange seeds near the fountain, which, if they 
come to perfection, may furnish the natives with 
food in their season. 

Departed at noon, travelling over red ground, 
generally covered with tall heath. In the evening, 
a few of us, with the Bushman, walked consider- 
ably in advance of the wagons in search of water ; 
he told us there was no fountain in that part, but 
in consequence of the late rains, holes near the foot 
of the mountains were likely to be full of water. 
When it was dark, we heard a Hottentot call out, 
water! from a distance, but could not ascertain 
from what direction the voice came. ** Oh !" said 
one of the Hottentots, " it is this way ; for that ca- 
rane (a fowl) we heard has just risen from water ;" 
and so we found it ; but there was not a blade of grass 
for the poor cattle, only heath bushes. We ob- 
served a Bushman's fire, upon a hill about twelve 
miles off. A short time after our fire was lighted, 
our horse Hottentots brought a young elk they had 
caught, about the size of a large calf, which was 
killed for the next day's provision. They saw five 
lions in company, when chasing a fiock of elks ; 
and the lions followed the example of the elks, in 
running away. 

On the 23rd we moved early, in search of grass. 
At starting We roused a wild cat, which our dogs 
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pursued in vain. Were glad to observe the Bush- 
man's plant plentiful. It is a bulbous root,- about 
the size of a crocus, and resembling it in appear- 
ance ; and, when roasted, it tastes like the chestnut. 
By the Bushmen it is called ok ; by the Hottentots, 
ow. I liked the taste of it. 

For three days we had been ascending, but now 
began to descend, which we expected would conti- 
nue till we should reach the Great River. At noon 
the thermometer was 68°, at one it rose to 80°, 
and at two o'clock to 86*^. I did not expect to find 
the heat so great, even in the middle of an African 
winter. 

Our Bushman had been generally asleep since 
joining us, except when eating, but he was now 
running with remarkable speed after our advanced 
party, to point towards water. He knew nothing 
about finding grass, it being no concern of Bushmen, 
who possess no cattle. A group of thirteen hills 
were in sight, all shaped like a sugar-loaf. Our 
oxen, for want of grass, had fasted nearly two days ; 
but at three p.m. our hopes of relief were raised, by 
observing smoke rising at a distance, as a signal 
from our horsemen that water was found. On 
reaching it, we were delighted to find both grass 
and water. On the oxen arriving, it was pleasing 
to see them running to partake of both, after fasting 
60 long. Observing four lions a little to the east- 
ward, we sent eleven men with muskets to endea- 
vour to drive them away, to prevent their disturbing 
us in the night time, which they effected. 

In the evening I invited our young Bushman 
to the tent, with his interpreter, in order to have 
some conversation with him. I inquired what he 
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thought to be the worst thing a man could do. It 
was some time before we could make him compre- 
hend the meaning of a had thing ; for he said he 
had never heard that one thing was worse than ano- 
ther. When he appeared to form some idea of the 
meaning of had^ I asked what he thought was the 
worst thing he had ^ver seen done in his kraal. He 
said they had often quarrelled, and when any of 
these quarrels ended in killing one another, it was 
fine; good sport; it showed courage. He said 
all their quarrels were about their wives. Be- 
ing asked if he should consider it bad if any of the 
Iraal were to take away his wife while he was 
with us; he answered, ''Bad, bad." He said it was 
fine to take others' wives, but not fine to take his. 
He said he never stole. At length he acknow- 
ledged it was bad to quarrel, steal, murder, and to 
commit adultery. On being asked which of these 
he thought was worst ; he said he could not tell. 

I then asked him what he thought was the best 
thing a man could do. His reply to this question 
was extremely affecting. '' All my life,*' said he, 
*' I have only seen evil, and never any good, where- 
fore I cannot tell what is best." The questions 
appeared to him, however, as mere sport ; for in the 
very midst of the conversation, he complained that 
he had a bad cap. He informed us that a boor once 
came and attacked their kraal, and they knew not 
why; but he, and those with him, killed ten men, 
women, and children. We asked if his father had 
given him any good advice, before he left him to 
come with us. He replied, "My father said I 
was going with strange people, and must be obe- 
dient, and perhaps I should get something ; and, 
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while with them, he would take care of my wife 
and child ; and, when I got education and returned, 
I shoald be able to teach them.'' 

Next day, our men who were in advance, saw 
three lions pursuing a herd of quachas, who fled 
towards them : on seeing which, our men fled also 
towards the wagons, followed by the lions, but they 
did not disturb us. In the evening some of the 
Hottentots were employed in teaching the Bushman 
the letters of the alphabet. After which he came 
into the tent, when I asked him what he thought the 
most wonderful thing he had ever seen. Answer, 
I do not think one thing more wonderful than ano- 
ther; all the beasts are fine. Q. If you could 
get any thing you wished, what would you desire to 
have? A. I would have plenty of beads, knives, 
tinder-boxes, cattle, and sheep« Q. What other 
countries have you heard of? A. I have heard of 
the Caffres, Dutch, and English ; but I have not 
seen any English. Q. What kind of food ivould 
you like to have every day? A. Bread, and 
sheep's flesh. 

May 25. Came all at once in view of a multi- 
tude of animals feeding quietly together, where there 
was both good grass and water. Perhaps there 
were more than a thousand spring boks, a species 
of deer, many quachas, and ostriches. They were 
not the least alarmed at our approach. Before a 
shot was fired our shooters spread themselves 
around them, not knowing in what direction they 
would fly on hearing the first shot. They shot 
nine spring boks, one quacha, and one ostrich. 
There are no game laws here. 

Our Bushman, who was very fond of the 
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quacha*s flesh, though a species of ass, observing 
that it was only wounded in the leg, leaped from the 
wagon, where he had been asleep till the shooting 
awoke him, threw off his sheep-skin cloak^ ran 
towards it, and with great exertion threw a stone 
with such violence, that it sunk into the creature's 
forehead; on which he drew out his knife and 
stabbed it. He immediately cut off a large slice 
from the loins, and also its tail, and carried them 
away. 

In the evening we were obliged to halt before 
reaching water, owing to the darkness of the night, 
and on examination we found that our Hottentots 
had drank every drop that was in the cask we 
carried. Our tired oxen had also to go to sleep 
without food or drink. 

On setting off next morning, we had not tra- 
velled above a hundred yards, when, to our surprise 
and joy, we reached the Brak River, so that like 
Hagar, who was perishing for thirst when not 
many yards from a pool of water, which she did 
not observe till an angel pointed it out to her, we 
were pained with thirst though at the side of water, 
of which we had been ignorant. This river seldom 
runs, except after great rains; at other times it 
consists of a chain of small pools in the bed of the 
river, containing good water. We travelled 
along the side of these pools until nine a.m. and 
halted in a narrow valley to refresh the oxen, 
where we remained until two o'clock, and then 
went forward. Advancing about a mile, we ob- 
«erved smoke on one of the hills to our left, which 
our Hottentots said was a signal from some of our 
people, that they had shot an elk, and wanted our 
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assistance to carry it off^ Accordingly we ascended 
with our wagons towards the place whence the 
smoke proceeded. While doing so, our Bushman 
left us unobserved, and we saw him no more. Our 
Hottentots conjectured that he had supposed we 
were boors, and that we meant now to attack a 
kraal of his countrymen, to murder and to take pri- 
soners, and had therefore fled, leaving behind him 
his how and arrows. We found an elk had been 
killed and cut up, with which we loaded our wagons, 
and were obliged to leave part behind for the wild 
beasts. Four black-and-white crows had followed 
us for about a week, to pick up any thing we 
might leave behind at our halting places, for the 
instant we removed they flew to the spot we had 
occupied. 

During the night our sheep fled from the wagons 
with great precipitation, and though all our people 
went in pursuit of them, it was long before they 
were found. Their fright and flight were probably 
owing to the appearance of a lion or wolf. In the 
morning we could only travel for about an hour, 
being stopped by rain, as oxen cannot travel in 
rain, their shoulders then being soon galled by the 
yoke ; however, in the afternoon, we again pro- 
ceeded along the banks of the Brak River. 

I have observed three ways which our Hottentots 
have of baking bread. 1. They place the dough 
of a loaf on a gridiron over the fire. 2. They co- 
ver the loaf with hot ashes on the ground. 3. 
After sweeping the ground on which a fire has been 
ibr some time, they place the loaf there, and cover 
it with a pot, which they surround with fire. The 
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last is the best of the three methods, and the most 
like that of eastern nations. 

We continually met with a species of grass 
that is very troublesome. If the seeds are at- 
tached to the outside of our dress, they will work 
their way upwards to the skin, which produces 
much uneasiness. Our clothes required to be 
cleared of those seeds after every walk. We were 
now in constant danger of falling into pits, dag by 
the wild Bushmen for catching beasts. They are 
five or six feet deep, at the bottom of which is ge- 
nerally stuck a poisonous stake, and the mouth is 
concealed by a slight covering of branches strewed 
over with grass, that the unsuspecting creature, 
treading upon it, may sink down and be taken. 
The chain of the Brak River pools now ended. 

I preached to our Hottentots, from 1 Thess. i. 
8 — 10. applying the words to the believers at Be- 
thelsdorp, to which station our Hottentots belonged. 
I smiled at the remark of one of our Hottentots 
(Boozak), after all was over. ** The truths from 
that passage," said he, *' have made me as light 
as a feather." 

The Brak River, which had sunk into the sand, 
appeared again ; the water we had been using for 
some days was no purer than the thickest soap-suds, 
but that of the Brak River was now become still 
thicker. We were surrounded by numbers of wild 
cotton trees. In the evening had much forked 
lightning, succeeded by what resembled sheets of 
fire. About nine the loudest thunder I ever heard 
rolled over our heads. 

Early in the morning of the Slst, I was roused 
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from a Bouod sleep by some extremely loud claps of 
thunder, which made either myself, or the wagon 
in which I was, to tremble; hut aAer a few claps I 
fell asleep again, and heard it no more. 

The firak River water becoming so salt that we 
could not drink it, we left following its course, 
. and seeing the bushes becoming taller as we pro- 
ceeded, and low trees appearing at a distance, we 
considered these as indications of our approach to 
the Great River. 



CHAPTER XV. 



ARRIVAL AT GREAT ORANGE RIVER — BUSHMEN MESSENGERS 

VISIT BY BUSHMAN CHIEF — MOVE HIGHER UP RIVER 

CPNFESSION OF A YOUNG BUSHMAN — A BUSHMAN BAP- 
TIZED WOODEN HORSES — 8T0P-A-WHILE BUSH -DOG*S ES- 
CAPE FROM A lion's MOUTH —CROSSING THE GREAT RIVER. 

On reaching the sunamit of a long ascent, about 
two o'clock, we had a view of the wished-for river. 
The longing eyes of all were directed towards it, 
^S^ring its grand and majestic appearance, all 
impressing a strong desire to drink of its pure 
waters. Now that we beheld this tempting object, 
we grudged every minute that detained us from it. 
It might already, in a certain sense, be called *' a 
river of life;" for even the sight gave fresh 
strength, vigour, and animation to every one of us. 
We found it further off than our wishes at first 
led us to conceive, for we did not reach its banks 
till three o'clock, when every one rushed towards 
it, and drank eagerly till satisfied. Neither the 
thickets with which its banks were covered, nor 
the steepness of its sides seemed any impediment 
to the cattle approaching it ; they rushed heedlessly 
forward till their mouths reached it, when the 
motion of every raised tail of the cattle indicated 
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real satisfaction and eDJoyment. As we had eaten 
nothing since the preceding day, from anxiety 
and haste to reach the river, we had no sooner 
satisfied our thirst than we felt our hunger, and 
hastened to remove that also. The cattle had 
thousands of acres of high grass at hand, to which, 
on quenching their thirst, they instantly and 
eagerly ran. 

Being uncertain how far our missionary settle- 
ment of Klaar Water was heyond the opposite 
eide of the river, or wheUier higher up or lower 
down the river from whence we were, after sun- 
set we made a great fire of six or eight rotten 
trees, and another of a similar size on a neighbour- 
ing hill, as a signal announcing our arrival. The 
river being about a quarter of a mile wide, also 
deep and rapid, the crossing with wagons appeared 
formidable. 

June 1. Two Bushmen came to us in the 
morning, in consequence of hearing the report of 
our muskets. They engaged, for a little tobacco, 
to carry a letter to Mr. Anderson, our missionary 
friend at Klaar Water, which proved to be two 
days* journey beyond the Great River, requesting 
that he and some of his friends would come to our 
assistance in crossing this formidable stream. 
After receiving the letter, the Bushmen continued 
waiting for some time, and we could not conjec- 
ture the reason why they did not set off imme- 
diately ; nor could we inquire, as none of our in- 
terpreters were at hand : at length, supposing they 
expected the tobacco previous to performing the 
service^ we presented each with a piece, on re- 
ceiving it they immediately proceeded on their 
ourney. 
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At two P.M. the chief of a Bushman Kraal 
joined us, to conduct us to a ford higher up the 
riyer. He was accompanied hy nine of his people, 
some riding on oxen, and some pedestrians. The 
chief wore a hat, a short hlue coat, and skin trou- 
sers. The others wore only a sheep-skin cloak, 
loosely thown over them. Most of them had their 
faces and heads rubbed over with red paint. The 
chief could speak Dutch, which he acquired by 
once residing at Klaar Water settlement, which 
he left in order to have two wives, which is not 
permitted at the institution. 

We proceeded along the banks of the river 
in an easterly direction, among tall withered grass, 
in the following order: — 1. Eight Bushmen rid- 
ing on oxen. 2. Our baggage wagon and twelve 
oxen. 3. A Bushman on oxback, and our guide 
on horseback. 4. My wagon and ten oxen. 5. 
Our flock of sheep and goats. 6. Our third wagon 
and ten oxen. 7. The chief and his son, on ox- 
back. 8. Our spare oxen. 9. Our armed Hot- 
tentots, walking scattered. The whole formed a 
curious caravan. 

We arrived opposite the ford a little after sun- 
set, when the chief rode off to his kraal, to bring 
more of his people to attend our evening worship. 
In about an hour he returned with them, and came 
into our tent. In the morning we visited Bern's 
kraal of Bushmen, standing on a barren spot, 
covered with gravel; but the scenery about the 
river in front of it was charming. Boosak, our 
Hottentot, sat in the middle of a group for about 
two hours^ telling them what he knew of the 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom he had sent 
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into the world to save sinners. The interest which 
a young man, who sat immediately heside him, 
seemed to take in what he said, I shall not soon 
forget. After it was over, this yoang man said, 
^' From what I have just heard ^ I feel as if I 
i^ere a new man; as if I had entered into a new 
life. I wonder that God has preserved me from 
lions, tigers, and elephants, which I have en- 
countered, that I might hear the things which I 
have been told to-day." His eyes were constantly 
£xed on the lips of Boosak, and a most significant 
smile hung upon his countenance. 

Though the middle month of their winter, not-' 
withstanding there had been white frost in the 
morning, the day was oppressively hot. The ther- 
mometer, at noon, was 80**. Besides our own peo- 
ple, about thirty Bushmen and Corannas were 
present, at our evening meeting. Some of our peo- 
ple went across the river next morning, to ascertain 
the depth ; but effected it with difficulty, from the 
strength of the current. 

Bern, the chief of the kraal, informed us of a 
ford a few days' journey higher up the river, where 
we might cross without taking the wagons to 
pieces and floating them over on rafts. On re- 
ceiving this information, we instantly commenced 
preparation for moving ; but why he concealed 
this information for four or ^ve days I knew hot, 
unless to secure our company in nis neighbourhood. 
A little after sun-set we at last began to move 
forward, to the great joy of our dogs, who ex- 
pressed it in a very diverting manner. The poor 
creatures at the kraal felt very different from the 
dogs, for they expressed regret at our going away. 

k2 
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I visited several of their huts, in which nothing 
was to be seen except a small fire in the middle ; 
yet they appeared cheerful and contented. In one, 
I found several young people scramUing among 
the embers for roasted roots. We observed a sig- 
nal made by friends on the other side, in the 
evening when we halted, intimating that they 
were travelling up the river along with us. 

At nine next morning the heat began to be op- 
pressive ; the swallows and butterflies were flying 
every where around, which rather surprised me in 
a month which answers to December in England. 
Pretorious, a Bushman belonging to our company, 
who had lived a considerable time at Bethelsdorp, 
on making a confession of his faith in Christ, was 
baptized in the Great Orange River, which was 
a solemn and affecting service, no doubt the first 
time that ever such a service took place in the wild 
Bushman country. 

At two P.M. Bern, the klaar water chief, sent 
thirty oxen across to us from the other side, to as- 
sist us in getting forward ; the stream carried 
them down with great speed while they were swim- 
ing across ; all got safe over except one, who re- 
turned, and could not be forced to enter the river 
again. Two men followed the oxen on what are 
qalled wooden horses, which are composed of a 
thick branch of a tree, with a long pin stuck into 
it. On this they lie flat, suspending their clothes 
on a stick, and driving themselves forward by 
their feet, like a person swimming. A third person 
crossed on a real horse; for a considerable time 
nothing was seen above water but their heads. 

June 7. In the morning we founds by the fresh 
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footsteps of a lioD, that one had approached very 
near us during the night. On our progress up 
the river we observed the footsteps of, to us, an 
uncommonly large lion ; but which, our new friends 
told us, abounded in this part of Africa. An 
ostrich egg nearly dined four of us, and tasted re- 
markably well. At 11 A.M. was informed that 
three wagons were come in sight on the other 
side of the river, to meet us at the ford ; but the 
mighty stream seemed to present a formidable ob- 
stacle to our union. 

There is a troublesome bush abounding here, sig- 
nificantly named Stop-a-while, Its branches are 
full of small sharp thorns, exactly the shape of a 
fishing hook ; so that, if they catch hold of your 
clothes as you pass, you must stop-a- while, some- 
times a long while, before you can get clear of them, 
as I frequently experienced afterwards. While 
clearing one arm the other is often caught ; and, 
without the cautious assistance of a second person, 
there is no escaping from its hold, but by main force, 
and losing part of your dress. What would be- 
come of a muslin dress, if once blown upon it ? * 
At nine o'clock at night we reached the ford. 
Our friends on the other side had lighted up two 
large fires, to point it out, but we had to wait till 

* Walking among such bushes reminds one of the counsel 
of Heaven, to walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise ; 
for, in such a world as this, and with such hearts as ours, 
we are constantly exposed to temptations and mares, ruinous 
to the soul ; to escape which, it is not only necessary to 
walk circumspectly, but to commit ourselves continually to 
the care of Him, who is revealed as the leader and com- 
mander of all them that put their trust in him. 
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day-light in the morning before we could attempt 
to cross over to them. 

Some of our people, who preferred travelling 
along the river side to going round a mountain 
with the wagons, fell in with five lions at different 
times ; and Mr. R. particularly was much exposed 
to one of them, which bit and wounded one of 
our dogs severely, and actually had him in his 
mouth, but one of our people fired at the lion from 
behind a bush, which so startled him, that he let 
go the dog, which immediately scampered off. 
On examining the dog's back, it seemed as if 
some of the lion's tusks had met under the spinal 
bone of the animal, which made it suffer severely, 
but in a month he recovered, when he received the 
name. Lion, 

June 8. The morning was providentially fine 
and favourable for crossing. Soon after day-break, 
one of Our people entered the river on horseback, 
to ascertain its depth, and got across without 
much difficulty. Eleven Griquas returned with 
our Hottentot, on horseback, to assist us. All 
were employed in raising up our baggage in the 
wagons as high as possible, by means of stones 
and timber put under them, to prevent the water 
reaching them. 

My wagon was the first that entered the stream, 
having three mounted Griquas to prevent the oxen 
turning out of the right way, and thereby being 
carried down the stream. Four of our dogs were 
carried down the river, but got ashore somewhere 
below. By-and-by none were left behind but two 
dogs, who had been too timid to cross; they were 
howling and running backwards and forwards in 
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^reat dJBtress. They both at length ventured in, 
and wei'e successful in reaching us, to their extreme 
delig^ht. They leaped upon their masters as if in 
ecstacj, and, could they have spoken, they seemed 
as if they wished to say, " We are truly glad to 
see you t^in ; and are not you equally glad to see 
UB safe over?" We received a hearty welcome to the 
country, from Bern, a. Griqua chief, whose oxen 
had drdwn our wagons for the last two days. Wo 
dined on guinea fowls, shot by our people. In 
the evening our congregation was much increased 
by the Griquas. Mr. Anderson, from Klaar 
Water, arrived about ten o'clock at night, whom 
we were truly glad to see. 



1 



CHAPTER XVI. 



CBIQUA COUNTRY — LEFT GREAT RIVER — SUDDEN HI8R Ot 

RIVER AFTER LFAVIICO IT — BUSHMEN HERDSMEN SLOW 

GRINDING PROCESS— LEAVE ORIQUA TOWN PASS FIVE LIONS 

LION CAUGHT ^BOOTCHUANA KRAAL — MURDER OF TWO 

BROTHERS — DELIVERANCE OF THE WIDOWS— JOHN BLOOM — 
•BLINK MOUNTAIN — BUFFALO SHOT— GREAT CONFLAGRATION 
POWDER MINE. 

At seven in the morning, June the 9th, we took 
leave of Bern and his people, who were going to 
the other side of the river to hunt lions, and then 
quitted the Great River; hut had not travelled 
above an hour when Bern's horsemen overtook us, 
informing us that immediately on our leaving the 
river, it began to rise, and soon became impassable ; 
no doubt in consequence of great rains having 
fallen higher up the river. This intelligence made 
us admire the good providence of God, who brought 
us to the ford at the proper time; for, had we 
been four and twenty hours later, we might have 
been detained many days, till our provisions were 
entirely consumed. Some have been detained six 
week? by the swelling of this river. 

Halted at eleven a. m. a little wliile, to visit a 
Bushman's kraal, whom a Griqua captain (or 
chief) employed to watch his cattle, for which 
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serrice he allowed them the milk of the cows ; and 
though all the B ashmen are thieves, they are 
generally found to he faithful herdsmen. Their 
appearance was wretched, covered with dirt, and 
little clothing, yet they were cheerful. They had 
some fine naked children running ahout. At ten 
we arrived at the settlement^ and received a cor- 
dial wekome from the people. 

In the morning, hetween two and three hundred 
people assembled in their meeting-house, for morn- 
ing worship. Visited several families living at a 
little distance from the town. In a hut a black 
girl was grinding wheat. On a flat stone she laid 
a handful of grain, and with a round black stone 
she bruised about twenty grains at a time, by 
repeated strokes; when these were beaten into 
flour, she moved it to the side, and brought forward 
a few grains more to be bruised in the same way. 
I remarked that a hungry man could eat faster 
than she could grind. 

Some of the people had small gardens, pro- 
ducing pumpkins, beans, pease, Indian corn, cab- 
bages, tobacco, &c. The garden of the mission- 
aries was large, and very productive. The plum 
and peach trees were tall and thriving. Visited 
the smith's shop, in which several of the natives 
were at work. 

After attending to a variety of concerns of the 
settlement, we bid the people farewell for a short 
time, and departed for the city of Lattakoo, of the 
population and civilization of which I had heard 
various reports. About ^ve o'clock, as the sun 
was going down, while sitting in the front of my 
wagon, a Hottentot came running, to say that ^ye 
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lions were a little way before us, on the side of a 
low hill on our right, and wished to know if we should 
proceed. I asked what the lions were doing*; he 
said they were playing. It struck me they had 
dined, or they would not be playful. After 
consulting, we thought we might proceed, only 
that the Hottentots should load all their muskets, 
and have them in readiness, in case we should be 
attacked by them. On approaching nearer, I could 
distinctly see them. They continued their rough 
play till we were exactly opposite to them, when 
the front wheel of my wagon came dash against 
a rock which was concealed by the long grass 
among which we were travelling; the evening 
being still, the lions heard the sound, and turned 
immediately towards us, looking down upon us. 
A very large male lion, with a frightful mien, was 
the most conspicuous, and standing in the middle 
of them. We walked silently past without molest- 
ation. 

The Griquas, not long before, shot a lioness 
that had three young ones following her, which 
they brought home and kept for some time; but 
when they began to kill the lambs, and attack the 
sheep, they judged it time to put them to death, 
lest they should next attack their children. 

Lately, there was a lion which did much mis- 
chief, and they could not get him shot ; but they 
contrived a snare which succeeded. They sur- 
rounded a fountain of water with a hedge of 
bushes, leaving only a narrow entrance ; at the 
side of which they placed a loaded gun, with a 
cord fastened to the trigger, which went across the 
entrance, at a proper height. The unsuspectfng 
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lion, being thirsty, came to the fountain to drink : 
on entering, his foot came upon the cord, which 
fired off the contents into him, and he fell dead 
npon the spot. We halted at Ongeluck Pountain, 
where we soon heard the roaring of lions not far 
off. 

A Bootchuana man came to us, complaining that 
he had a son detained by the white men in the 
colony ; but we could give him no information con- 
cerning him. When leaving us, he called several 
times to his dog, Bussera men-iayy which means 
affectionate wife ! Halted a little at this man's 
kraal; went into the chief's hut, and sat down 
upon the only stool in it. He went behind and 
brought out an empty snuff-box, which he began 
to scrape, as if to find snuff : 1 understood him, and 
gave him a supply from my box. 

We visited various huts, and found several per- 
sons who could read the letters in the alphabet, 
which they had been taught at Klaar Water. 
Most of the children were extremely terrified when 
I approached them, screaming with all their might, 
and taking refuge under their mothers' sheepskin 
cloaks, their only covering. 

At five P.M. we passed a place where an affect- 
ing circumstance happened about twelve years 
hefore. Two brothers of the name of Bergover, 
bastard Hottentots, with their families, had left the 
Cef^r -^Mountains in the colony to settle at the 
Krooman River, where they remained for some 
time, and were returning in a wagon. A little 
higher up the country they were attacked by a 
party of wild Bushmen, and one of the brothers 
was killed. The other defended the wagon with 

L 
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his gun, till the wives and children yoked the' oxen 
to the wagon. Then he drove it, and defended 
them for a long time with his musket, which he 
frequently fired off, but only with powder, to ■ 
frighten the Bushmen. When he came to this 
place, some of them had got there before him, 
and lay concealed behind a bush which he had to 
pass, and there they shot him dead with their 
poisoned arrows. The consternation of the two 
helpless widows, and their fatherless children, may 
be more easily conceived than expressed, when 
they saw the only remaining man breathe his last 
breath, and themselves at the mercy of the most 
savage of mankind; but that God who is the 
widow's friend appeared for them. At this inter* 
esting crisis a Landdrost, who was travelling 
in the interior, came in sight with his people, on 
which the Bushmen ran off, without obtaining the 
booty they had so eagerly desired. Thus these 
poor widows and children were almost miraculoosly 
rescued from the hands of these cruel barbarians, 
when just lifted up to destroy them. Information 
was immediately conveyed to Klaar Water, from 
whence a party was instantly sent to ^uard thefii 
thither. 

Next morning we halted al John Bloom's 
Fountain, named from a runaway from the- colony, 
who became the head or chief c^ many Bushmen, 
Corannas, and Hottentots, who lived on the plun- 
der of other kraals. Residing chiefly at this 
fountain, it was called by his name. Part of the 
ground near it is full of reeds, ten or twelve feet 
high, with many bmls* neete hanging like bags 
from them. In the afternooD we Imlted «t Blink 
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Fountain, at the foot of Blink (or Shining) Hill, 
flo called on account of a shining ore found there, 
resembling the lead of which pencils are made. 
This the surrounding nations grind to powder, 
which they use in the same way as hair powder is 
used in Earope. The red stone with which these 
nations paint their bodies comes also from this hill, 
and forms an article of trade amongst them. The 
hill is low, with a flat top, where there are several 
huge rocks, of a brown colour, curiously shaped* 
We ascended to these rocks, the inspection of which 
amply repaid the labour. Most of the stones lying 
about appear as if they had been in a state of fusion. 
At sunset our horsemen arrived with the agreeable 
intelligence that they had shot one buffalo and 
wounded two. That animal is extremely furious 
when wounded, uiiless disabled. Even by climbing 
a tree the person is not safe, for the bufialo will 
run with violence against it, and so shake it, as to 
require a firm hold to prevent being shook to the 
ground, and consequently being tossed into the 
air by the huge horns of the enraged beast. 

A Hottentot having lighted up a fire near an 
extensive field of tall reeds, contrary to his inten- 
tion, the fire was communicated to the reeds, which 
spread over the whole plain, as far as the tall reeds 
extended, and produced one of the grandest objects 
I ever beheld ; it resembled a city in flames ; but, 
grand as it was, hardly any of our people turned 
round to observe it. There was, however, a reason 
for this : they were hungry, and were either eating, 
ar expecting soon to eat, with which nothing must 
isterfese ; yet they often fast long without uttering 
a.complaintv Hiree things, exclusive of religion. 
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comprehend all that engages the attention of South 
Africans — money, food, and tohacoo : the wonders 
of God's creating power around and ahove them 
are viewed with insensibility. Two or three of our 
people, having noticed my attachment to flowers, 
brought me a curious flower, the first of the kind 
we had met ; but they brought it without interest. 
. Blink Mountain is a kind of Mecca to the 
nations around , who are constantly making pil- 
grimages to it, to obtain fresh supplies of the blue 
shining powder and the red stone. We went with 
a lighted candle to explore the powder mine. On 
descending from the mouth, with some difliculty, 
we went towards the interior of the mountain, 
sometimes walking half way up the leg in black- 
lead dust. The arched roof was full of projecting 
pieces of the shining ore, and large caverns ap- 
peared on each side, as we advanced. The ceiling, 
or roof, at one place, part of which we could reach, 
appeared as if carved by the art of man. On 
touchiug this supposed carved work, we found it 
had life, and, on examination, perceived it to be 
composed of a multitude of bats, hanging asleep 
from the roof and projecting rocks on the sides of 
the cave. Moving them backwards and forwards, 
neither awoke nor made any of them lose their 
hold of the rock on which they had fastened their 
claws ; but holding the candle at a little distance 
under one of them, as in the cave in Sneuberg, 
awoke it, when it flew to another part of the cave. 
Perhaps we penetrated into the mountain a hundred 
feet, when it became so low and narrow that we 
could proceed no farther in that direction. We 
examined a passage leading to the right, which 
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defloended deeper, till we eotered a laige cBvem, 
tbe floor of which was strewed with the bones of 
animals, and some parte indicated fiies having been 
made in it; perhaps by people taking refuge from 
enemies, for it had too gloomy and terrific an ap- 
. pearance to be chosen aa a residence, even hj wild 
Bushmen. 

leit Blink Mountain, and travelled among^ tall 
gTasB till six in the evening, when it became bo dart, 
that we were obliged to halt til) the moon ehonld 
rise. Found that the water, though pure, bad tbe 
taste of oil paint. Went forward at eight, and 
continued moving tilt after midnight, when wa 
halted at Tamanaj Fountain. The quantity of water 
flowing from it has been annually increasing for 
several years. The same increase has happened at 
other springs of water in this country, which may 
produce greater fertility, and a moKi numerous 
population. 



CHAPTER XV If. 



MATCBAPPEB COUNTRY ENTER HATCH APPEE COUNTRY — 

KROOMAN FOUNTAIN-^OXEN ALARMED — MATCHAPPEES'- 
ONU SHOT VISIT FROM FOUR YOUTHS. 

At one o'clock ia the morning, of the 2 1st, we en- 
tered the Matchappee country. A wolf, who ran into 
the midst of our sheep, was shot. Halted near the 
Krooman Fountain, from whence the river of that 
name proceeds : it is the most abundant spring I 
ever noticed. About a yard from the rock out of 
which it comes we found the river to measure 
three yards In breadth, and from fourteen to eigh- 
teen inches deep. On going a few yards inside 
the rock, we found a small cave, from whence 
went four passages in different directions, from all 
of which streams of water flowed. Within, the 
water was almost lukewarm; but outside, it was 
cold. 

At six P.M. when almost dark, the oxen took 
fright, dragging the wagons at full speed in differ- 
ent directions. At seven, the same scene was re- 
peated ; which was alarming while it continued, lest 
the wagons should be dashed against each other, 
or be overturned. We heard no lions roar, which 
is the general cause of such an occurrence. 
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Two MntcbappM men joined iis, who had beea 
hunting. One, ia a lively manner, asked many 
qrieatioDB of our Griquaa. Wheu any thing; said 
pUaand him much, he repeated the principal word 
ia the sentonceCve oralv times, with a loud voice; 
which 1 underetood was desigoed to show that he 
was attending to what was spoken, and was likewise 
pleased with the information. They soon left us, 
unobserved. This being the shortest day in the 
year, we observed the sun set about a quarter to 
five o'clock. Out days resembled fine summer 
days in England, and our nights those of winter, 
for cold. 

June 23. Halted in the morning, at a fountain 
covered with ice, called Hatalakomoo, or Bones of 
a beast's head, the water of which was excellent. 



Shot near it a gnu, about the size of a Scotch 
mountain ox. The skin of it nas salted, that I 
might be able to carry it to England. At three 
F.U. a distant hill came in sight before QS, due 
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north y immediately beyond which the city of Lat- 
takoo was said to stand. 

June 24. Four young men, about sixteen years 
of age, came to us, whose faces and persons vrere 
painted red, their faces ftlao were marked with 
white paint, in a regular way. One of the four 
was son to the late king, Mallayabang. They 
were all well-shaped lads, and had their hair pow- 
dered with blue powder. They asked very mo- 
destly for a little tobacco, which we gave them. 
They carried spears over their shoulders. On 
crossing the Lattakoo, a small river of charming 
water, the youths left us. 




CHAPTER XVIIf. 



C01IIE IN SIGHT OP LATTAKOO — NO INHABITANTS SEEN — ENTER 
THE CITY — STILLNESS— COMB TO A SILENT MULTITUDE— 
ARMED MEN — UPROAR — DR. COWAN AND PARTY — ^STATB 

THE REASON OF OUR VISIT CONDUCT OF QUEEN— NATIVE 

OCCUPATIONS — NAMES OF VISITORS. 

After crossing the river, we immediately began 
to ascend rising ground ; many footpaths became 
visible, all running in one direction, which indicated 
our approach to the city. On reaching the sum- 
mit of the hill, Lattakoo came all at once into view, 
lying in a valley bounded by hills on each side, 
stretching about three or four miles from east to 
west. On descending the hill to this African city, 
we were rather surprised that not one person was 
to be seen in any direction, except two or three 
boys. Though come within a hundred yards of 
the houses, still no inhabitant appeared. When 
my wagon got to the entrance of the principal 
street, or wide lane, one man appeared, and made 
signs for us to follow him. Proceeding amidst 
the houses, every thing remained as still as if it 
had been a town to let : this continued to be tho 
case till we came opposite to the king's house, 
when we entered by a gate into a large square 
inclosure, in which were a multitude of people 
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assembled, all malatalDlng perfect silence; three 
rows of tall men, armed with spears, were arranged 
in military order on the right hand side as I en** 
tered. In a few miuates, men, women, and cbil* 
dren rushed in by the gate, from all quarters. On 
my leaping from the wagon into the midst of the 
spearmen, I heard a universal shout, but could 
not conjecture the reason. The noise and uproar 
continued, from multitudes of tongues bawling 
with all their might ; it was somewhat confound- 
iug to persons who had so long been accustomed 
to the stillness of the wilderness. Our party was 
soon separated, and lost eight of each other in the 
crowd of taller men than we were. At first the 
women and children fled, if we but looked at them ; 
but they gradually became bolder. The crowd 
so increased that we could hardly find out each 
other, and wondered when we should be permitted 
to take some refreshment. We got our wagons 
drawn up in the form of a square, and our tent 
placed in the centre. We were iutroduced to Mu« 
naneets, the uncle of the present king, and to Sa- 
lakootoo, the brother of the late king Malayabang, 
who stood in the middle of the spearmen. 

On entering our tent, a crowd of the chief men 
followed us, and filled the tent to the outside ; and 
the square, formed by our wagons, was like a bee- 
hive, in which the confused noise rendered con- 
versation almost impossible. On some meat being 
put upon the table, we were agreeably surprised 
to find the crowd immediately retire. Whether 
this proceeded from a sense of decorum, or in con- 
sequence of orders from Munaneets, the uncle 
and deputy of the king, I could not. learn. 

About seven years ago. Lord Caledon, when 
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govei'Dor of the Cape, sent a party to explore the 
interior of Africa as far as the Portuguese settle- 
jaent at Mosambique, consisting of Dr. Cowan, 
Deutenant Donovan, twenty soldiers of the Cape 
reigment, a boor, and a Griqua from Griqua town. 
From the time of their leaving Lattakoo, they had 
never been heard of by the government. The whole 
party having been said to have been murdered by 
the Wanketzens, the next nation, or tribe, beyond 
Lattakoo, we understood that the people suspected 
that we were coming to revenge that murder, 
which caused the strange silence we noticed in the 
city when we entered it. 

Although King Mateebe was from home, upon 
a jackal hunt, yet, in consequence of the above 
information, we judged it proper to invite the 
chief men to a conference with us that evening, 
to remove these suspicions, by informing them of 
the real object of our visit. In consequence of 
this invitation, nine of the principal men came 
into our tent a little after sun-set, and sat down 
upon the ground : their countenances indicated 
the possession of good natural parts. By means 
of interpreters, I informed them that I had come 
from a remote country, far beyond the sun, where 
the true God who made all things was known; 
that the people of that country had long ago sent 
some of their brethren to Klaar Water, and other 
parts of- Africa, to tell them many things that 
they flid not know, in order to do them good, and 
make them better and happier people ; that, having 
heard siticp J came into those parts, to see how 
our friends were going on, that the Matchappees; 
were a people friendly to strangers, I had come 
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to Lattakoo to inquire if they were willing to re^ 
ceive teachers ; that, if willing, then teachers should 
be sent among them. They replied, that they 
could give no answer to what I had said till Ma< 
teebe should arrive from his hunt, and promised 
to dispatch a messenger to him early in the morning. 

After the conversation, Salakootoo remarked, 
that he had not tasted any of my tobacco yet. 
He got some. One of the queens brought some 
milk, for which she, and those who came with 
her, received a little tobacco. She asked Mr. R. 
for some snuiOF, who said he did not take snnff; 
to which she replied, he would have the more to give 
away on that account; supposing we all had a 
stock of it. Some of the natives attended worship 
in the morning. One of them being asked after- 
wards if he knew what he had been about, said, 
" We prayed ;" but he did not know to whom. 
When told it was to the Great Being; he said, 
they believed there was a Great Being, but they 
did not know him, for they had never seen him. 

Visiting another district of the city, about balf- 
a-mile from our wagons, in the square inclosnre 
for public resort, like that in which our wagons 
stood, which every district, or ward has, we ob- 
served some men employed stretching skins, with 
pins knocked into the ground ; others rubbing 
the inside of skinjs with rough bones, which gave 
them much the appearance of woollen c^f&^. Some 
skins were extended and covered witft^ceW dang, 
in order to tan them. Four men wet4\jeJnployed 
in sewing a skin cloak, which they did with a 
straight awl, much in the same way as shoemakers 
in England. The women sent us something like 
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flour porridge, in a pot, but no spoon. We made 
signs that we had lately been eating. Others sent 
us thick milk, in a calabash, of which we took 
a little. Parents brought some of their children 
by force to see us, when they screamed excessively, 
and seemed as terrified as if we had been lipns. 

Called on the wife of Salakootoo. We found 
her sitting in the inclosure in front of the house, 
grinding tobacco between two stones. Except 
Mahootoo, the queen, she was the best looking 
woman we had seen in Lattakoo, and had some 
fine children around her, who, from fear of us, 
clung to their mother. We also visited the queen, 
who had a family of fine children sitting round a 
fire in the corner of the yard. 

While writing in the tent, some of the princi- 
pal people came and sat round me, talking about 
writing, dress, &c. so that I was obliged to desist. 
To make something of time, and assist them to 
believe that a book could speak, I took down 
their names, which were Lahalla, Humay, Jaba- 
leech, Shoomuliky, Muteer, Shoomiliky, Palam* 
ma, • Murakoomaille, Mootabuche, Mouqua, Mo- 
halaily, Chinkanny, and Sheecolee. Keeping my 
eye upon the book, I read aloud their names as 
they sat, which greatly astonished them ; but how 
it was effected they could not conceive. 

A few people, sitting opposite the tent door, were 
singing one word, with a little variation, viz. 
Hailylallay y Hielaylallay. After repeating the 
same words six or eight times in chorus, they 
paused, but, in a little time, all at once they began 
again. I heard many parties over the town thus 
engaged. 

M 



CHAPTER XIX. 



LATTAKOO — METHOD OF SOFTENING SKINS— PUBLIC DANCING-** 
A MATCHAPPEE THINKS MEN MADE TO PLUNDER — VISIT TO 

CITY DISTRICTS ^ENTERTAINMENTS CONVERSATION WITH 

MUNANEETS. 

I WITNESSED the manner in which they soften a 
dried hide of an ox for a cloak. Twelve men oa 
their knees surrounded the skin ; at one instant 
they all plunged down upon it, like one diviug 
into the sea, all driving it from them, then pulling 
it to them w^ith much violence. 

Our attention was next drawn to a procession 
of women holding long rods, and their faces dis> 
figured by strokes of white paint in various fornm. 
They marched at a slow pace, closely cro\yded 
together, bawling exceedingly loud. A number 
of matrons, preceded them, dancing and scream- 
ing. On reaching the entrance, a feigned battle 
commenced, between the aged and the yoiing 
women, which the latter were allowed to gain, 
when they entered in triumph. The people then 
formed a large circle, six or eight persons deep, 
when upwards of forty girls entered the circle, 
from, twelve to sixteen years of age, whitened 
with chalk or pipe-clay. They danced ih a kind 
of measured irregularity, striking the ground most 
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violently with their feet. Many of them had small 
shields in their hands, which they moved dex- 
terously, as if warding off arrows shot against 
them. Their eyes were fixed on the ground, re- 
taining the greatest gravity of countenance. After 
dancing a quarter of an hour, as if by signal, all 
fled behind a hedge, but soon returned and resumed 
their dance. The dancing and retiring continued 
an hour and a half. 

A Matchappee being told that cows, oxen, sheep, 
&c. were made for certain purposes, such as to feed 
and clothe man, was asked for what purpose he 
thought man was made ? He answered, ^* To go on 
plundering expeditions against other people.'^ Ac- 
cording to this doctrine, the chief end of man 
would be to fight with and steal from one another I 

The city is divided into a number of districts, 
perhaps fifty, separated from each other, having 
each a headman, (or alderman,) and a place en- 
closed for public rosort, where the men spend the 
greater part of the day together, dressing skins, 
making knives and other articles. Visited va- 
rious of those districts to-day. All the headmen 
came to us, took us to their houses, and treated us 
with thick milk, boiled wheat, or porridge made of 
ground wheat* At one headman's, his two wives 
sat in front of the house in the yard, the one paint- 
ing her skin with red paint, the other powdering 
her head with blue powder, which was made to 
stick by the application of grease. 

During the evening our wagons were surrounded 
by a multitude of noisy persons.^ In the midst of 
all this hubbub we had an interesting conversation 
with Munaneets and Kotcha, a principal man. 



124 TRAVELS tH SOUTH AFRICA. 

We aak«d Munnneeta tf he would like inatmctitm ; 
he referred the queatlon to Kotcha for an answer, 
nho said, " I do not like to tell mj thoughts on it 
at present :" perhaps mesning, till the arrival of 
the king. " Well, I will tell my mind," said 
Muuaneets ; " 1 should like it : when I hear these 
people sing, it pleases me like a dance, and I could 
wish to be able to do it too. Ever since the teachers 
came to Klaar Water we have had peace ; they 
have been like a shield to us ; we have had less 
trouble. I am grieved that this custom (meanings 
the dancing, which again took place in the after- 
noon,) has happened at the time you come here; 
but I cannot prevent it, it is the king's orders, and 
it will last every day till next full moon." 

Walking to a neighbouring hill to enjoy a little 
quiet, several boys and girls walked part of the 
way with me, for their own diversion, asking me 
little questions in sport, repeating frequently the 
same thing, with a laugh each time. 1 was grieved 
I could not understand a siugle word ; but this 
very circumstance afforded them much entertain- 
ment. From the loudness with which they some- 
times spoke to me, it is not improbable that they 
might imagine my not answering their questions 
arose from deafuess. 



CHAPTER XX. 



LAtfAKDO — A FEMALE PROCESSION — IGNORANT WUY THEY 

CIRCUMCI8B EXPLAINED ORIGIN OF IT — CONVERSATION 

WITH king's uncle — AN OLD PHARISEE-^KO CHARITY- 
REPORT OF DR. COWAN*S MURDER. 



June 27. About eight o'clock in the morning 
there was a proceBBion of the women and girls, 
uttended with much noisy singing and dancing, 
carrying poles mounted with ostrich feathers. 
During the forenoon all was quiet, so that our 
public worship proceeded without molestation. 

Mnnaneets came to us in the evening, bringing 
our interpreter with him, when we had much con* 
vesation with him. We inquired of him their rea- 
son for circumcising their young people, for these 
dancings were in reference to the annual circum- 
cision. He said it came to them from father to 
son. *' Do you not know why your forefathers did 
it?" Tiiey shook their heads, saying, " No." We 
t(Ad them that our book told how it began in the 
world, and related the circumstances in reference to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The information was 
interesting to them; and they endeavoured to fix 
the names we had mentioned upon their memories, 
by repeating them alternately over and over again.. 
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Munaneets said, *' I hare heard more this even- 
ing than in all my life before ; we must shut our 
mouths, and only hear;" looking at his compa- 
nions while he spoke : '' I acknowledge the things 
you have to tell us are good, from the change they 
have made on the Griquas and Corannas, at Klaar 
Water, Sometimes, when we have no rain, food 
is very scarce ; wherefore I fear that those whom 
you shall send will not be satisfied, and will 
leave us." 

He then told us, that all white persons who had 
gone beyond Lattakoo had been murdered. " When 
we told them their danger," added he, '* they would 
not believe us ; they thought it was our covetous- 
iiess, that we wished to have all their beads." . 

An old man, who is averse to our sending 
teachers to them, said he did not need instruction 
from any one, for the dice which hung from hi^ 
neck informed him of every thing which happened 
at a distance; adding, that if they were to attend to 
instructions, they would have no time to hunt, or to 
do any thing. 

Saw a girl about eight years old weeping in. the 
street, who seemed to be a skeleton; found her 
father had forsaken the family and gone they knew 
not where; the mother was absent in search of 
roots, and the child was starving; for there is 
neither charity nor pity in Lattakoo. The women^ 
laughing, said we might take the child if we chose. 
We fed the child at the wagons. 

The messengers sent for the king returned with- 
out having found him. After much conversation 
with Munaneets, he offered to go for the king him- 
self, provided two of our men with muskets would 
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Bccompanj him, to defend him from the wild Bush- 
men, We proposed this to our people, when three 
of them offered to eccompauy Munaneets. 

Made inquiry respectiug the fate of Dr. Cowao 
and hb party, telling them that 1 came from the 
aaiue country. They said that Dr. Cowan and his 
people were murdered near the town of Meltta, 
about live days' journey la the north-east, in the 
country of the Wanketzens, whose chiefs name 
was Mahkabba. Some present, especially our 
Bootchuana interpreter, of whose honesty we all 
bad a good opinion, asserted, that when on a com- 
tnando, along with the Wanketzens, they had seen 
Dr. Cowan's tect, sheep, spoons, and clothes. Wq 
inquired respecting the colour of the clothes ; they 
said white and red. They said they were glad we 
bad not spoken on that subject publicly, as many 
of these Wanketzens were now in Lattakira. AtW 
some further conTersation, they told us that some of 
the clothes were in that district of Lattakoo which 
we visited on Saturday. We did not deem it pru- 
dent, however, to ask for a sight of them, unless 
they should themselves offer it. 



CHAPTER XXI. 



LATTAKOO — AKXIETT TO SEE TRBMSELVES— IKTEItVIBW WITtt 

THE QUEEN — A TBXFT FEMALE AOBICULTURISTS — P09U* 

LATlON-*8SHOIYA-^ ATTENDANCE AT WELLS* 

After shaving, I happened to show a person him-* 
self in a looking-glass on the lid of the shayiDg-box^ 
which caused more employment than I wanted, for 
immediately he brought his wife and other friends 
fo see themselves. All were afraid at the first sight 
of themselves in it, and started back, then looked 
behind the glass to see if it was no deception. 
The crowd increased, and the press to get forward 
was so great, that the tent was often in danger of 
being overturned. 

In the evening, Mahootoo, the queen, and 
Seetezoo, the king's sister, visited us in the tent. 
We endeavoured to explain to the queen the nature 
of a letter, by means of which a person could con- 
vey his thoughts to a friend at a distance* Mr. 
Anderson showed her one he had received from bis 
wife at Klaar Water, by which he knew every 
thing that had happened there since he left it. 
She was greatly amused by the information, espe- 
cially when told that A. Kok, who brought it, 
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ktiew nothing of what it contained^ which we 
explained by telling her the use of sealing- wax » 
which locked up its mouth till it came to him. 
The bible being on the table gave occasion to ex- 
plain the nature and use of a book, particularly of 
that book ; how it informed us of God, who made 
us and all things, and of the beginning of all 
things, which seemed to astonish her; and many a 
look was directed towards the bible, 

Mahootoo asked the following questions, evidently 
as things she had formerly thought of. *' Will 
people who are dead rise up again ? Is God under 
the earth, or where is he ?" 

When the conversation was ended, we showed 
them a watch, which both astonished and terrified 
them. Their hearing sound and seeing motion 
in^ it seemed evidences of life ; hence they con- 
cluded it must be alive; on offering to put it to 
their ears that they might more distinctly hear its 
sound, with both hands they drove it away, as if it 
had been a serpent. 

. Our interpreter said something to them which 
made them laugh immoderately. On inquiry, we 
found he had said, that before he went to Klaar 
Water he was as ignorant as they were ; but there 
he had been taught many good things, which they 
also would be taught if Mateebe permitted mission- 
aries to settle among them. 

July 1. I found it difficult to know, when these 
people were talking to each other, whether it was 
in rage or good-humour. If not within sight of 
their countenances, I listened to hear if they 
laughed; for when they become the least interested 
in what they are saying, they speak with all 
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their mfght, as if addressing people at a great 
distance. 

There was a great uproar in the sqaare this 
raorniog, the cause of which I found to be, that 
two buttons had been stolen from the trowsers ot 
our interpreter, and they were charging one ano- 
ther with the theft ; but had the great seal of 
England been stolen, there could not have been ?C 
more serious affray. The thief being discovered, 
who was a good-looking young man, the inter* 
preter drove him out of the square, in presence of 
numerous spectators, who all seemed to approve of 
the punishment. It is true the two buttons, in 
England, might only be worth a penny ; but ten 
thousand miles from it, and a thousand miles from 
a sea port, their value was greatly increased. He 
could not have purchased other two buttons without 
a journey of twelve hundred miles, namely, to and 
from Graaf Reynet. 

The women here are the farming labourers. 
Even the queen digs the ground along with other 
females. They use a kind of pick-axe. They 
sing in chorus, when they make a stroke at every 
note, so that the labour is thus equally divided. 
When the queen feels tired she ceases, lies down 
and sleeps, and so do all who are working with her. 

From the best calculation we could make, there 
seems to be about 1 ,500 houses in the town ; allow- 
ing five persons to each house, there must be 7,500 
inhabitants. They have also a great many out- 
posts where families reside who superintend their 
cattle. We had a visit from Leapa, the king's mo- 
ther, widow of Mallayabang, the late king; A cle- 
ver girl, whose name was Sehoiya, frequently came 
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to our wagons, who sometimes tried to teach me 
some of their words, evidently for her own diversion. 
This day she introduced three of her companions, 
whose names she said were Heylobally, Kaadje, 
and Mama. They all became teachers, and no 
doubt considered me a dull scholar, for I seldom 
pronounced a word to please them ; but this was 
partly their own fault, for no sooner had one ut- 
tered half a word, than the other three caught it, 
and called it out as loud as if they had supposed me 
to be as deaf as a rock. Children in Lattakoo, as 
well as in London, like better to teach than to learn. 
When sitting in the front of my wagon, some of 
the first ladies in the city came, offering their arm- 
rings and ear-rings for tobacco; and children of eight 
or nine years made most significant intimations that 
they wanted snuff. In the evening many people 
returned, who had fled on hearing of our approach, 
from dread that we had come to revenge the death 
of Dr. Cowan. 

Before a family goes to sleep during the day, and 
do not wish to be disturbed, they place one or two 
fiat stones outside the yard door, as a signal for 
none to enter. 

We visited some pits at the end of a hill from 
whence the people of Lattakoo obtain their water, 
being nearer than the river. At any time of the 
day upwards of fifty females may be found at those 
holes^ The tongue uproar there is astounding. 
Several of our people went in the morning to dig 
them a proper well. 



CHAPTER XXII. 



ATTAKOO — MATEERe's EXPEDITION — ARRIVAL OF THE KINO-=- 

PRE8ENTS TO HIM STATE THE OBJECT OF VISITINO HIg CITY— 

NEGOCIATION ^VISIT TO EING*« HOUSE — PUBLIC MEETING 

WITH KING AND CHIEFS — CHILDREN'S DIVERSIONS. 

Mateere, with two others, came to the tent la 
the evening. They told us ahout an expedition for 
stealing cattle, in which they were engaged some 
time ago. They travelled north-west, and then 
direct to east, till they came to a large water, which 
prohahly was the Indian Ocean. They related it 
as a fortunate and commendable enterprise, that 
they came to a people who had no instruments of 
defence, many of whom they killed, and carried 
off much catUe. We expressed surprise at the 
effrontery with which they told this horrible tale ; 
on which Mr. A. remarked, that the more people 
any of these men kill, the higher it elevates their 
character; and to murder one white man gains 
more fame than murdering two black ; and he had 
no doubt that the murder of Dr. Cowan and Do- 
novan, with their party, had added greatly to the 
renown of the Wanketzens, among all the neigh- 
bouring nations. At the conclusion of the inter- 
view, Mateere told us, that his dice said to him, 
that Mateebe would be at Lattakoo to-morrow. 
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July 4. In the morning, Munaneets arrived 
from his journey in quest of the king. He would 
tell us nothing till be had related his journey to 
the chief men, who sat in a circle near our wagons. 
He then told us that he reached Mateebe on the 
evening of the second day, when our men were 
greatly fatigued, having killed nothing for food 
during the journey. 

When at dinner, Munaneets, the governor^ 
Mateere, the lieutenant-governor, with two others, 
visited us. Mateere observing us taking a little 
cayenne pepper now and then, when the redness 
of it attracting his attention, he asked for a little 
on a piece of meat, which we gave him. On 
feeling its pungency, he shut his eyes, hastily put 
his hand on his mouth, and held down his head. 
He concealed his pain, and slily touched Mr. R. 
with his foot, to intimate that he should say no- 
thing, but give the same dose to the others. 
Munaneets partook next, and, when he could speak, 
he asked for a little for his wife : the others also 
tasted it. 

July 5. Two parties, as forerunners of Mateebe, 
arrived in the morning, and at noon he arrived 
himself, with many attendants carrying spears, and 
poles dressed with black ostrich feathers, which are 
stuck into the ground around places where they 
halt, to frighten away lions, who, it seems, are not 
fond of their appearance. On coming into the 
square, he took no notice of us or our wagons, but 
acted as if ignorant that strangers were there. He 
and his chiefs then sat down in a circle, when 
Mateere related every thing to him that had' takei^ 
place during his absence. He then related to them 
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the circumstances attending . his own excursion, 
both of which speeches did not occupy ten minutes ; 
after which, in consequence of orders, we walked 
up to him, when, without looking towards us, he 
stretched out his right hand, with the knuckles 
towards us, which we shook the best waj we 
could. During all this there was not the slightest 
alteration in his countenance. 

In the evening, Mateebe, attended by his brother 
and some of his chiefs, approached our tent. On 
entering, he sat down and remained in silence, first 
to receive our present, and then to hear what we 
had to say. I made him a present of various 
articles furnished to me by the ladies of Kingsland. 
When taking out the different articles, I observed 
him looking towards the parcel, to discover what 
was coming next. During the whole proceeding, 
he sat speechless and motionless, but when he saw 
np more presents were coming, he condescended to 
open his mouth, and said, *' You would have been 
perfectly safe, though you had not had Adam Kok 
and his friends with you, or though I had received 
no presents. As soon as I was informed by Mu- 
naneets of your arrival, I came to you." He then 
desired Adam Kok to consider, himself as much at 
home in Lattakoo as at Klaar Water. On which 
A. Kok thanked him, and told him tliat Mr. A. 
and Mr. R, had presents of tobacco for him. He 
said, '< Do not give me the tobacco now, or these 
people,*' (pointing to those outside the wagons,) 
" will ask it all away from me." 

I then told him from whence I had come, and 
the object of my visit to Lattakoo. That it was 
to offer to send teachers to him and his people, 
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which I had heard they desired to have; and I 
came to have his permission to send them, and 
the promise of his protection after they liad come. 
He objected to their coming, for his people had no 
time to receive their instructions, because they had 
to attend to their cattle, to sowing, reaping, and 
many other things ; besides the things which these 
people teach are contrary to all their customs, which 
the people will not give up. It would not do for 
them to live at Lattakoo ; but, should they be 
willing to live at a distance, he would have no ob- 
jection to send some of the children to them, to 
learn the Dutch language. 

I stated to him that the teachers we should send 
would convey information of the true God, who 
made the heavens, the earth, and all creatures and 
things in them ; of his love to the world ; of the laws 
he had given respecting good and evil ; and, point- 
ing to a bible which lay on the tent table, I as- 
sured him that that book contained every thing 
missionaries had to make known to him and his 
people, and that, when missionaries should have 
learned his language, they would change all its 
contents into his language. He seemed, by a 
significant shake of his head, to intimate, that 
lie considered what I said an impossibility. To 
convince him that things could be written in his lan- 
guage, we read to him the names of his predeces- 
sors and all his family. For the first time he 
smiled, on hearing their names read over, and 
seemed full of astonishment and pleasure. We 
then assured him that instruction would not in- 
terfere with industry ; that the inhabitants of my 
country were industrious, as he might be well 
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oonyinc^d of, by our clothes, wagons, and so forth, 
which they made; that his people would not be com- 
pelled to receive instruction, for only those who 
were willing would be instructed, and they would 
not interfere with the government. After answer- 
ing some other objections, the king said, as his an- 
swer, ''Send instructors, and I will be 

A FATHER TO THEM." 

This formal and successful meeting with the 
king, was held upon the first Monday evening of 
the month of July, appointed by himself; at the 
same time that the monthly prayer meetings were 
held over all the christian parts of the world, for 
the success of missions to the heathen world. 
The time of meeting was. not selected by us, but 
by a heathen king, who knew nothing of what 
christians were about. We had our prayer and 
thanksgiving meeting in the open square, after 
business was over. 

July 6. Walked over to the king*s, and made 
a present of a pair of ear-rings to each of the 
queens. The royal family were at dinner, in the 
comer -of their yard, outside the house. The 
king*s distinction seemed to consist in his sitting 
next the pot that contained the boiled beans, on 
which they were dining, and having the only 
spoon we saw, with which he helped himself and 
his friends, by putting a portion into each hand 
as it was held out to him. One of the princesses 
was employed in cutting, with an axe, a dried 
paunch into small pieces, and putting them into 
a pot to be boiled, either to complete that repast, 
or to serve for another soon after. One of Ma- 
teebe's sisters was cutting up a filthy looking piece 
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of flesh, and putting it into the same pot. Cer-* 
tainly an Englishman would be almost dying for 
want of food, before he would accept an invi-p 
tation to dine with the king of Lattakoo. 

At noon we had a public formal meeting with 
the king, and a number of his chiefs, in the open 
square. The king was seated on one of our 
stools, and we on each side of him, our two in« 
terpreters on the ground before us, and the chiefs 
and people in half circles beyond them. We be- 
gan by stating the truths our missionaries would 
teach. Mateebe repeated how little time the peo* 
pie had to learn. We told him we had daily ob- 
served many men, women, and children doing 
nothing, and that a missionary would have plenty 
of work to teach such. He expressed surprise 
that, if all men came from one father and mother, 
they so differed from one another. We observed 
that, in one family, the dispositions of children 
often differed. He said the missionaries would 
be safe, for when two of his people murdered 
John Kok, he brought them to his wife to shoot 
them, and when she would not, he did it. We 
told him that in that case he acted according to 
the directions in our book^ which says, *' He that 
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be 
shed." He said, *' Whenever missionaries have 
got enough, they shall be at liberty to depart;*' 
having no idea that they can have any other motive 
for coming, but gain. He then said, *^ I believe 
there is a God who made all things, who gives 
prosperity, sickness, and death ; but I do not know 
him." The knowledge he has, undoubtedly came 
from the missionary station at Klaar Water. About 
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a hundred persons were present, and the conversa- 
tion lasted about two hours. In the afternooD, si 
person stated, as an objection to missionaries 
coming, that, when praying, they would not see 
when the enemy was coming. I advised that one 
person should be standing and looking about, white 
the others were at prayer, and, in that case, two 
eyes were as good as twenty. Another person 
said, they never could be able to sing. 

After our meeting with Mateebe, one of our 
people heard him say, *' These men have been bom 
before us ; they know more than us ; they make 
us dumb." 

Mateebe, Munaneets, and Mateere, the threci 
principal men in Lattakoo, attended our worship in 
the evening. 

I observed that the children, in general, were 
cheerful and playful, but their diversions do no»t 
appear to be numerous. The only ones I noticed 
were, beating each other with wands, defending 
themselves with their skin cloaks, using them as 
shields; beating sand, with sticks, against each 
other ; shooting with bows and arrows ; two parties 
attacking each other by throwing pieces of turf; 
and throwing rods in imitation of assagays, or darts. 

It is truly distressing to see such numbers of 
fine clever boys and girls carelessly running about, 
without having any one to care for their souls, 
or to teach them any thing that can be of the 
smallest service to them in after life. Their parents 
being themselves as ignorant of God, of his law, 
of the Saviour, of a judgment to come, of heaven 
or hell, as the wild ass of the wilderness ; they can 
give them no parental instruction, nor can a school 
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of any .description exist. Though surrounded by 
many of the wonderful works of God, as mountains, 
rivers, trees, flowers, birds, beasts, insects, &c, 
they derive no instruction from them any more than 
the brutes. They never think of the wisdom that 
contrived them, nor the power that produced them i 
the heavenly bodies also in vain declare the glory 
of God, though their line be*gone out through all 
the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

Though these Matchappees be ignorant of the 
yery first principles of all sciences, and totally 
unacquainted with all the fine arts, which have been 
long known among the civilized nations of the earth ; 
yet they, are not more ignorant of the most exalted, 
and most important of all sciences, than were the 
ancient Greeks and Romans, previous to the arrival 
of the apostles among them. The Son of God 
expressly sent his servant Paul, to open their eyes, 
and ^' to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they 
might receive the forgiveness of sins, and inherit'^ 
ance among them which are sanctified by faith that 
is in Jesus Christ." Like the Greeks and Romans, 
they need to have the eyes of their understandings 
opened, or enlightened, to be turned from a state 
of gross darkness, or ignorance, to light, or know- 
ledge of Divine truth ; and all, like the Greeks 
and Romans, need to be turned, or delivered from 
the power of Satan and to be led into the know- 
ledge, faith, fear, and service of the true God. 

To effect this, the apostles proclaimed to them 
the true God, his love to the world, the mission of 
his Son to it, his substitutional obedience, suffer* 
ings, and death, in the room of ruined, guilty men 
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and declare the orders of Jehovah that all to tvhom 
his gospel covaes, sliould believe in Jesus, that they 
might not perish, but have everlasting life. The 
publication of these glorious truths constrained 
multitudes of Greeks and Romans to cast off their 
idols, and to become the humble worshippers of the 
true God through Jesus Christ. 

Missionaries have -the same news to convey, and 
the promise of the same Divine Almighty power to 
attend it now as then^ into whatever part of the 
world they penetrate ; and the church of God, ot 
christians, should, like Paul, consider themselves 
debtors to the civilized and uncivilized, the wise 
and the unwise, the truth of God being equally 
needed by all, and suited to alL 
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DEPARTURE FROM LATTAKOO. 



We began, early in the morning of July the 7th, 
to prepare for leaving Lattakoo. Mateebe made 
us a present of two oxen, which he said was 
the custom of his father, Mallayabang, when 
visited by strangers. He asked for a neck-cloth ; 
We presented him with two — one he immediately 
put round his neck, and the other bver his head as 
a night-cap, which completely distinguished him 
from all his subjects, but they were soon nearly 
red, from the paint with which his body was 
covered. 

When all was ready for departing, our wagons 
moved to the outside of the square, as the oxen 
were yoked to each, amidst the shouts of hundreds 
of spectators. In conversation, before parting, 
Mateebe observed, that some of his people died by 
the hand of God, others by witchcraft. 

The wagons being nearly all ready, I mounted 
my seat in front of the wagon. Mateebe came 
azid leaned with his head on the side of the wagon 
for several minutes, till a person pointed out his 
danger from the wheel^ should the oxen move. 



142 TRAVELS IV SOUTH AFRICA. 

ThouKh, at oar first inteTview, Mateebe had a 
forbtddiog aepect, he gaioed upon our estimation, 
BUd I felt eoraewhat at parting from him. Not 
ODe article had beeu stolen, or taken forcibly from 
any of ui, except tbe interpreter'a two buttons, for 
which theft the culprit was driven out of the public 
square, with the general approbation of the spec- 

To teach these Matchappeee to sit on chairs 
instead of the ground, or to sleep on beds instead 
of skins, or to eat with knives and forks instead of 
fingers, nould be no eas^ task ; but, notnithstand- 
iog all we said, jet they considered such drilling 
to be ihe chief object of missionaries coming among 
them ; not being able to conceive the infinite im- 
portance of obtaining tlie knowledge of revealed 
truth, asconnected with either their present 01 ever- 
lasting interests. 
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JOURNEY BEYOND THE GREAT RIV£R — TWO BUFFALOES AND 
CALF SHOT— NATIVE GLUTTONY — MARABAY FOUNTAIN— 
BOOTCHUANA BUSHMEN RED CAFFRES—MALAPSETZEE. 

At noon our wagons began to move from Lattakoo, 
surrounded by a gazing multitude. Our journey 
was now to be directed eastward^ to a part of Africa 
hitherto unexplored by any European traveller; 
but having heard that a considerable population 
inhabited those parts, who would be accessible to 
missionaries, we deemed it desirable to pay them a 
visit. 

While moving from Lattakoo, I could not refrain 
from looking back to it so long as it remained in 
sight, as an interesting place, a city which may yet 
become a Jerusalem to Africa. Paul had talents 
before his conversion, suited to the work he had to 
perform after it. In point of natural abilities, they 
appeared superior to any of the African nations we 
had seen. 

At two p.M^ we filled our water vessels at a 
brook called Koo-koo, (or Sun-rise,) because, per- 
haps, east from Lattakoo. At three, we halted a 
little at a herd's place, called IVlallamatchoo, near 
another brook. Around both places many cattle 
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were feeding among tall grass. At foar, passed 
another shepherd place, called Kakania. At six in 
the evening we halted at the side of a wood. The 
water was two miles o£F, hut we purposely halted 
from it, lest our fires should frighten away th^ 
huffaloes, some of which we hoped to shoot in the 
morning, on their way to water. 

July 8. Just before sun-rise we killed a buSalo 
and her calf, which gave uncommon pleasure to otif 
eleven Matchappees, who accompanied us as guides. 
They petitioned very earnestly for the breast of the 
calf, which is the part allotted to the Bootchuuifii 
chiefs of every beast that is killed. They seemed 
truly anxious to taste this forbidden part. 

This was a busy forenoon to our Matchappees, 
as we had so much buffalo flesh. They employed 
their time diligently in roasting and devouring it. 
They seemed as if they feared that such an oppor- 
tunity for feasting would never occur again. When 
sitting by the fire, they were cooking with one 
hand and ieediag themselves with the other : if 
they left the fire for a little time, they were sure 
to carry a large bone in their hand, pickii^ li as 
they walked, and when it was done they returned 
for more. 

Halted at six at a fountain of water. Our 
people killed another bu£Falo, which lay at a little 
distance ; but, having heard lions and wolves at 
hand, it was judged prudent to defer cutting it up 
till the morning, judging it better to expose the 
carcase rather than themselves to their fury. 

.Next morning, as we passed, we took up the 
buffalo, which neither lions nor wolves had dis- 
covered. The whistling of our Matchappees sb 
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much resembled the singing of birds, that I was 
oftea at a loss to distinguish between them. 

At noon, saw numerous flocks of spring boks, 
and some of our people saw wandering Bushmen, 
who appeared to menace them. At fiye, came to a 
Bootchuana Bushmen kraal, which had the ap- 
pearance of extreme wretchedness, near Ma- 
raba^r Fountain, where we halted. The people 
were greatly alarmed at our approach, not know- 
ing what to make of us, having .probably never 
seen wagons or a white person. The village was 
composed of ten huts^ the shape of an inverted 
tea-cup. 

On our way to Malapeetzee we killed a beautiful 
quacha, which pleased our guides; they love its 
flesh for its sweetness. Found about a hundred 
Lattakoo people, collecting roots resembling small 
onions in shape. They had left home after us, 
having come a nearer way across hills. Came 
afterwards to a village of Red Caffres, who, on our 
{4)proach, fled to the top of a hill behind the kraal; 
but, on perceiving we were accompanied by some 
Matchappees, the men ventured down; and after- 
wards, on their calling to them, the women de- 
scended also : they looked extremely wretched, and 
lieheld us with astonishment. Their dwellings were 
so low as to be hardly visible among the bushes 
till we came almost close to them. They were the 
cbape of half a hen's egg, with the open part ex- 
posed to the weather, which must be extremely in- 
convenient in the rainy season. For a christian man 
to spend his days in delivering such beings from 
their wretchedness, in this remote part of Africa, 
would be a singular act of benevolence. God is 

o 
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able to produce such men, and to bless their efforts. 
None of these natives appeared as if they had been 
washed since they were bom. 

Leaving them, we travelled for three mites along 
a narrow pass between hills, at the end of which 
we entered a romantic square space, formed by hills, 
and beautifully ornamented with tufts of trees here 
and there. At the east side of this square lay the 
town of Malapeelzee. 



:_.■■ '• ■ 

CHAPTER XXV. 



JOURNEY BEYOND THE GREAT RIVER — TiMIDITY OF INHABI- 
TANTS OF MALAFEETZEE SPEECH BY ' THE CHIEF — GOT A 

SMALL SfLVER BUOLE-HORN FROM A CHILF*S HEAD — AC- 
COUNT OF THE TitlBE MEETING "WITH THE PEOPLE — HjR- 

THEK INFORMATION OF COWAn's MURDER. 



Malafeetzbe is not the name of the kraal, or 
town, but of the place where it stands, which 
is near the river Makkarab. The Gorans, or 
Corannas, are the inhabitants, and it is known by 
the name of Tybus Kraal, and also Makholoyank 
Kraal. They seemed to gaze at our approach with 
a mixture of f%nr and astonishment. They stood in 
groups, viewing us from a distance, for some time 
after our arrival. At length we obtained a meeting 
with them, to inform them of the object of our 
visit, that we might set their minds at rest on that 
point. It was some time before we could learn who 
was their chief. First they said they had no chief; 
then, that it was a person of the name of Tybus, 
who was not now with them ; then, that Oukey, 
who was present, was chief in his absence. We 
then addressed ourselves to him as to the object of 
our visit. 

The chief told us that he had been for some time 
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at Reed Fountain, when missioDaries w«r&< th^rd/ 
and had heard that the knowledge of God Was ||0' 
he sent to all men, and he thought our ctoiihin^ 
showed the truth of that. As for himself he thlid 
no objection to a missionary coming among themy 
but he could only speak for himself, for Ihoogili} 
they called him their chief, they would not take' 
his advice : '* For instance,'* said he, *' the son of 
Tybus, with some others, would go on an expedi-r 
tion with the Wanketzens ; I advised them against 
it, yet they went, and were murdered. Tliey are," 
continued he, ** a divided people ; you see they wili 
not tell what they think." We said we did not 
press for an answer at present ; they might consult 
together, and give us an answer on the morrow. 

While they were sitting before us, we observed 
a small silver bugle horn in front of one of the 
principal men*s hair. We concluded this must 
have belonged to the regimental dress of Dr. 
Cowan or lieutenant Donovan. Mr. R. employed 
one of our people to purchase it with tobacco, 
which he efifected. The man said he obtained it 
from the people beyond them to the north, whiGh 
was in the direction of Dr. Cowan's iateoded 
journey. 

There were not above three hnndred- iahabitanta 
in the place ; they had tw<^ thousand ;C0W8 at tAm 
place, and as many at two other statiMHi. ii;Tlwf^/ 
live almost entirely on theij: cattlei, espec3iidl|r on 
the milk, so that they have little toicb but !lo Dwlk 
their cows. They were formerly under the. govern** 
ment of two brothers, Linx and Abby, who Ml 
agreeing, separated : some of the people fallowing 
the one, and some the other. Those who leside at 
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Malapeeteee adhered to Linx, who is now dead; 
but Abby GbntinudB at the head of a numerous 
kraul^ to the north east. 

In generai the j are neither so tall, nor so black, 
noF paiint, a<>r powder so much as at Lattakoo, nor 
are^hey so industrious, their houses are also in- 
ferior. 

Had a meeting with the people next morning, 
wben;most of the inhabitants attended. A summary 
of bible doctrine was given them, to which they 
seemed to listen with attention, and appeared to be 
pleased by our singing a psalm. They were very 
cautious about declaring their minds concerning a 
missionary. A Coranna female, who was travelling 
with ns, said that the women were very much dis- 
]^eased with the men for not speaking their minds 
freely ; for, said they, " it is the very thing we have 
loi^ desired.'' 

An nncle of Mateebe, who lives here, stated, as 
an objection to a missionary coming, his inability 
to speak their language, consequently he could be 
of no use to them. We said they would be young 
men, and would soon learn the language. 

Haying inquired respecting Dr. Cowan, and his 
party, they stated that they had been on an expe- 
dition against the kraal Makrakka, and had seen 
there many knives, and an epaulette; that they 
were infomied, by a woman they had taken, that 
his shec^were first captured, then the wagons were 
attacked, taken, and burned ; the muskets were 
with Makrakka; they had heard of the murder 
Icmg ago ; that Makkabba, king of the Wanket- 
^ens, had some time ago an assembly of people 
. from various quarters, on which occasion he boasted 

o2 
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that his father, though a great warrior, hid mpt^t 
conquered peo{»le with guns; that MakrtiUHvUAd 
brought Dr. Cowan to the Wanketzens^ whe^etlio 
and his people were murdered, and thus he isF sos- 
pected to have had a hand in the murder. 

At three P.M. we left Malapeefeiee, after sendittg 
our guides home, rewarding them for their tronUe 
by a litde tobacco. In lieu of these guides, we 
obtained seven Corannas, for this part of Africa 
was entirely unknown to our company. All that 
we required of the new guides was to lead us to 
the river Malalareen, of which we had heard at 
Lattakoo, on the banks of which many Bushmen 
were reported to live. We had no doubt that the 
Malalareen would lead us to the Great Orange 
River. 

How differently arrangsed are the lots of man* 
kind. Here are a collection of immortal beings in 
a solitary comer, ignorant of all that is known, en- * 
joyed, or done by the rest of their species. They 
never heard of the Grod who made them, nor that 
they possess souls, nor of redemption from human 
woes by the sacrifice of the Son of God ; they are 
equally unacquainted with a heaven and a hell ; in- 
deed they are completely ignorant of their existing for 
any other purpose than to eat and sleep. How differ- 
ent the condition of those bom in Britain, and many 
such countries. They are, from their earliest years, 
invited to be partakers of the great salvation, told 
of the willingness and ability of the blessed Jesus 
to save unto the uttermost all tliat cometh to God 
by him, and that he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for them that put their trust in him. Tbey 
have access to the word of truth, and the puldica- 
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tioB of that frath whenever they please ; and a 
'tliousaad other advantages, of ^hich the people of 
Ualapeetzee have no knowled^ : but we ought 
«v«F to remember the fact, that to whom much is 
given much ebsll be required, and that for them 
. Am perish in llie midst of chrisiian privileges, it 
will be more intollerable io the day of judgment 
tiiau for tbe Malapeetzeans. 



1' nc. i5 ' 
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CHAPTER XX VL ' * 



JOURNEY BEYOND THE GREAT RIVER I.EAVE MALAPEE7ZFE 

—DISCOVER A FINE COUNTRY— MALALAREEN RIVER — BUSH- 
MAN KRAAL — TERROR OF THE FEMALES — DECLARATION BY 
THE CHIEF— CAMBLEOPARDS—AFPECTIVO DBATH OF A GNU 
DIFFICULT CROSSINGS OF RIVSR* 

Afteb taking kave of the inhabitaDtSy who had 
all turned out, we travelled in a southern ctirection, 
generally over rough rocky ground. Halted for 
the night where no water was. 

July 13. At 8un-*rige we left our retreat, as- 
cending a hill immediately behind it On reaching 
the summit, one of the most charming countries we 
had seen in Africa came all at once into view. The 
hills were beautifully omaioented with threes to their 
very tops, and the valleys resemJbled the finest parks 
in England ; but whatessentially contributed lo add 
lustre to the scene, in the estimation of thirsty 
travellers, was the windings of the Malalareen 
River in front of the hills. There was likewise 
the appearance of distant forests. The long wi- 
thered grass among tufts of trees rendered, the 
descent from the hill exfremely pUasiaot. We 
looked at each other as if we had giot into a new 
world, it was so diflFerent from the country we had 
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left ^n the other side of the hill. At nine a.m. 
we approached a Bushman kraal, consisting of a 
few huts. The Bushmen, supposing we were ene- 
mies approaching to attack them, hastily turned 
ovL% and drew up in hattle array. The chief bran- 
dished his bow and jumped into the air, endeavour* 
ing to intimidate us. Our men, who were in front, 
made signs that we came as friends ; and on a 
nearer approach they so far convinced them of it, 
that they laid aside their bows and poisoned 
arrows^ but their women concealed themselves in 
their Imts. 

After conversing a little with the chief, whose 
name is Makoon, I stepped aside to his hut, and 
stooping down, looked into it ; but the terror de- 
pit^ted in the countenances of his two wives, when 
they saw me, I shall not soon forget ; had it been a 
lion ofliger they coald not have expressed greater 
alarm. With a view to canciliate, 1 took out my 
wateh, opened it, and held ' it before them ; on 
observing its motion, like other saTages, they evi- 
dently €0>Bcluded it to be a H^ng animal, and almost 
OTBrlumed the but to escape from it. On seeing 
this I' left- them, and carried the watch open to 
Makooitf who itill - 'Stood ranked with his men ; 
tbtijpi vieivtfed' it at a ' little dmtanee'witb fear and 
aurprk^ vOn^i^tiesciiiting ft fo hi« ear, he shrunk 
back;. Ibmj^otl^dpliiry klso^ra^e before his people, 
hereotinred^ to Itst^i to-it.'» ObsefviA^Hhis chief 
wa&'4ininj«red^ they ai) TeiitUHid to hsteii^ t<l i^ ^s<i, 
W« tHen>*pi«setytedt aJ'pietJe'of tubhccO t(> each, ' 
whi<3/h teai]^«ed^heisk«^iQg females to^cdme fot'^ 
ward* and solft^ lilitt^'atln/' Maikoo)4Vl\^^ Mv^it 
sdonied about four' Atet!iia^hisighi7y''^nd mt'the l^blH 
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deformed. Each had a small ipfant liod-itoabef 
back. '.-.fj 7i\miA 

They had never seen white people befoi'^ ; /imiieT 
heard of Klaar Water, nor of missionarilsa* - Vi^' 
explamed to Makoon the object of our TisittohA. 
country; stated our ability to inform hi|B>at!^ h»' 
people of many things that would do them goody 
especially concerning the Being that made^ them; 
and the son, moon, stars, mountains, trees,. &d^' 
and, should he consent, persons would aasom froal» 
a distant land to teach him and his people^ and tali' 
around, these things. His reply was short, bet 
comprehensive: '* I shall be very glad ifiny 
person will come to my country, to tell me and my 
people what we do not know." Hs added, ^^ I 
have many people over there," poiiUing to the east* 
ward. *' We are peaceable Bushmen ; so was my 
father and his father, they never stole any tbiog 
from their neighbours;" «adk apparently to bq* 
courage us to send t^achers^ hesaid, ^^ We have 
plenty of game and of water/' Some' of tbehr 
faces were frightfully smeared with red painty p^« 
haps having been hastily put oi^ to terrify ns^ had 
we proved enemies. 

We halted near the river, whieb is called MaS»<> 
lareen by the Bootchuanas; Hhou, by the Cofwmas;; 
and by others, the Hearts Makoont< is a devw 
man, but seemed to possess necking' but tfae jfaHi 
cloak that covered him, and.^iis'b;^ andtanrinto. 
We left, him a,i twa ?.m^ and, #«oii)(tfQ6aed thte^ 
Malalareen ; .<sh$H: atfiibme >$s9fneIebpMds,o jwiaoh'. 
w^etbougi^t ^to be ^bpul; eighi»e»,feBt?lrigbif« At 
eight in the e.vening we.halted om^e bitokt iof the' 
river, where 19^^. fouQ4 vanous korBiof wild animals 
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fyiitgiAbofiiti, and pl6fit]rt>f fifewood. A Btrshman 
family paid us a visit. 

' Jdiy 144 Departed at noon. The plain was 
vM stocked' with game. We shot a gnu, part 
o£ 'which we gave to our seven Coranna guides 
ffiodki Malapeetzee,' after which they left us. Halted 
ateeven p.m. A wolf soon got scent of our sheep, 
diew near, hot after howling awhile he left us. 
We had no bread for the last fortnight, but found 
Boofclifiana beans a good substitute. Instead of 
bbtter we used the fat of our sheeps' tails, which 
also was a good substitute. Narrowly escaped 
falUfig into a Bushman pit, where a sharp stake 
was fixed in the bottom. Crossing the river again 
our fore wheel sunk into a hole, from which we 
fomd great difficulty in extricating it. About 
sim-^set we killed a quacha. The difference be- 
tweea^ these animals on the two sides of the Great 
Orange River is- coiisilderabfe* Both are striped 
09«r the whole body, bdt those on the north side 
hanw black- and white stripes, -while those on (he 
south areblaek and brown. Soon after moving we 
gbt into a plaiee of deep mud, concealed by tall 
withered grass, in which the oxen began to sink 
ahtfoat to their knees. They made haste to reach 
the noavesl point of firm ground. During this 
buttle we sliota wild peacock, which measured six 
foBt-fi-ova the tip of one wing to that of the other. 

^t two « we again crossed the riv^r, to the east 
siie; im which we entered a beautiful level plain^ 
wbiob we uaia^ Kingsland* Plain, w'here an affect- 
ing inddetit 06c«tn«d. A poor gnu had a hind 
le||r*btok€ft^ a ^hot^ 'a 4kde above the^ fbot, when 



156 TRAVELS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

hundred yards from the wagons, to drii'e away the 
do^s who were teazing it. One of them wsm nearly 
caught by its horns, which are almost in the shape 
of hooks, and with these the animal is able to de- 
fend itself. He made a noble defence, but a shot 
entering his forehead, he gave up the contest, laid 
himself on the ground, and almost Instantly ex- 
pired. At the same time two spring boks were 
shot. 

Two Bushmen, with much timidity, approached 
UB while cutting up the gnu, to whom we made a 
present of the back bone, covered with flesh, for 
which they seemed grateful ; but, even while cutting 
it, they held their bows and poisoned arrows in 
their hands, as if jealous of their safety among 
such strange visitors as oiever were seen in tiieir 
part of the world before. 

From the windings of the Malalareen we were 
obliged to cross it again, in attempting which my 
wagon stuck fast in the mud, when one of the 
oxen falling on his side was so entangled, he could 
not be raised. Fires being lighted up around to 
enable us to see what obstacles opposed, we disco- 
vered the opposite bank so steep, that the oxen 
could not drag up the wagony About sixteen oxen 
being yoked to the hinder part of die wagon, we 
were drawn backwards to the land, after having 
stuck an hour in the river. I was glad, for the 
sake of our people, who had stood long in the 
water, that there was abunydance of wood to make 
good fires to warm and dry ibem* 



CHAPTER XXVII. 



JuLT 17. At seven a.m. we crossed the rirer 
eaMlj. Mel four BiuLmen, who inforoMd ua we 
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were not far from the mouth of th^^.Tiyer.,,, ^ 
eleven we observed oxen feeding at.a dvjMtanp^^ 
which we afterwards found were sent hj^ cinf 
friends at Klaar Water, to relieve our weary, apjf 
mals. We soon afterwards came in sight of three 
wagons belonging to these friends, who had con^e 
there to hunt sea-cows, or the hippopotamus^ (Se^e 
cut, at the head of the chapter.) At noon we arrived 
at the Yellow River, into which the Malal^reen 
empties itself. The Yellow River is consideiaUjr 
larger than the Thames above the tide, and is ^^rj 
much increased by the junction of the other ...A^ 
this confluence is a charming spot, the river, and its 
elevated banks covered with trees, and a variety of 
scenery standing around. This part of the Great 
River was never before visited by white men. 

July 18. A Bushman and his two wives paid 
us a visit. They witnessed our worship, but seemed 
to take little notice of it. On the 19th; at eleven 
A.M. we left the junction or confluence, pf, the Ma* 
lalareen and Yellow Rivers. Adam KoK ^^ onlj 
person who knew the road to Griqua Town» had 
gone on before, and we ,were to follow the track of 
his wagon. Travelling among rocks we lost Kok's 
tracks and got into a narrow descending valley 
between mountain!. About son-set I ob8ervf(4 
Britannia, one of our men, standing motionless for 
some minutes before us. Pointing towards him^ I 
asked my wagon driver, if ^e could see the jre^ison 
£9r his halting in that position., *' Ob,r''.;a^,he«ifJ'Jt^ 
is looking in the faces of two Uoifs [wf^^tfilij 
before him." I begged my Hott^tot khN^fit^fiiiis^ 
ifxep. gallop, the. sound. migbli.ifrigMgn ^, l}^^^ 
HedM sa« and H»e,§<H*nd»mo9g.t^^>af(;^ei^ig|^ 
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hfy the 'Wafgott being almost equal to that of thun- 
cfei^' the lions, sure enough, walked oflF, permitting 
the poor man to join our wagons, almost fainting, 
ife^ k^pt the lions at hay by looking them steadily 
ky the fi!ice. Had he not possessed sufficient forti- 
ttMi^ to continue looking them stedfastly in the 
^e, he certainly would have been torn in pieces. 
t^ declared that he felt a trembling over him even 
be^re he saw the lions. We soon got into the 
h^rt of a thicket of bushes, and being dark, we 
(fduM perceive no way of getting out ; of course we 
Were Under the necessity of halting where we were, 
withottt water. 

The morning light discovered that we had been 
halting in the middle of a forest of trees and bushes, 
with mountains in all directions. During the night 
the cattle, by smell, had found out water in a 
comer, formed by hills. Passed many wild cotton 
trees. Millions of acres of land here would be free 
to any man who would be at the trouble to call 
t&em his own ; some of our people in advance saw 
eleven caineleopards, which fled towards the Great 
River. After sun-set we passed a Bushman kraal 
at a fittle distance, where they had a good fire, but 
ttonecame near us. At eight p.m. coming to 
jptetity of fire" wood we halted, and soon set fire to 
idofade decayed trees, which afforded both light and 
heat. 

''- •'NifeJct day the stop-ti- while bushes were nncom- 
Itetonly trbtiblesome, tetfring thd o^en, wagons, and 
our clothes^. T was held fast by one bush ^r se* 
reral minutes ; for no sooner had I got diseng-aged 
fr6m on< hook, than I found others had caught 
Hold' of "ttv^ cldtheer. At nbon we reached the first 
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village in the Griqua country. On inquiring (he 
name of it, I was told it was Camfbbli.. The 
people received us very kindly ; bronght a good 
■upplj of thin milk, of which we bad not tasted 
since leavings Lattakoo. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



JOURNEY BEYOND THE GREAT RIVER — ACCOUNT OF BALLEY-' 
BUSHMidN CONFESS THE GOSPEL CAUSES PEACE — CORANNA 
KRAAL — JUNCTIONS OF ALEXANDER AND CRADOCK RIVERS 
WITH THE YELLOW RIVER RETURN TO GRIQUA TOWN. 

Campbell lies in a narrow valley, covered in 
many parts with trees, with a chrystal stream 
meandering along the centre, which flows from 
what is called the Great Fountain, at the head of 
the valley. The people, about thirty in number, 
have only lately taken possession of the place, and 
are beginning to cultivate different parts of it. 

Adam Bailey, a Griqua, and a member of the 
church at Griqua Town, reads the scriptures to the 
people, and tries sometimes to say a little to them 
from what he reads. He remarked, with much 
diffidence, that he hoped, after a while, to be able 
to say a little more. He gave us the following 
account of himself : 

'* The first thing that led me to think at all of 
religion was, one day, observing two Hottentots, 
who belonged to Zak River mission, giving thanks 
when eating. I went afterwards to visit that 
settlement, where I heard many things, but felt no 
interest in them. But one day, when alone in the 
field, I looked very seriously at a mountain, as the 

p2 
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work of that God of whom I had heard^ Thfemiil 
examined my two bands, and for the firsttimc) 
noticed that there were the same number of fingiQf^ 
on each. I asked myself, * Why are there not iitne 
on this hand, and three on that? it inast be God 
that made them so.' Then I examined my feei^ 
and wondered to find them both flat, not one Ant 
and the other round. * God must have done this/ 
said I. In this way I considered my whole bod5^^ 
which made a deep impression on my mind, aiad 
disposed me to hear with more interest, till I vyas 

brought to trust that Jesus Christ died for my^ 

• ft 
Bins. . ., . , 

Saltpetre abounds much in various parts h^e^ 
covering the surface of the ground as with suow^ 
half an inch deep, yet the water of the springs is 
not brackish, as in every other place I have yet 
seen where much saltpetre was in the ground* 
Five languages are spoken in the village, Dutch| 
Coranna, Bootcbuana, Hottentot, and Bashman% 
The latter people live by themselves* In the 
evening I visited their huts, and they seemed 
pleased by my calling on them, and noticing their 
children. I was giatified to hear that they were 
this year to assist in cultivating the ground, and 
were to receive a portion of the produce for their 
trouble. Tasting the sweets iof- industry may po* 
duce the spiiit oi it* An (Ad Bushman said^ 
'* Instruction is good^ for we have had peace ever 
since it came into the aaautxjj* 

Left Campbell, and visited a .^riqua out-poat otf 
t^ banks of the Great River* Like <Afaba» the 
people^ at this post wander frem place to< plttbe^ 
according as they fiwi^aaturag« for their cattle* 
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Inthe'eyeitiiig) Mr. R. preached to aboot seventj 
people* Rode with Adam Kok, and three other 
GriqaaS) to examine the reported junction of two 
dther rivers with the Yellow and Malalareen waters, 
i) ferw miles longer down. We kept close by the 
fiFier. The day was fine, and parties of cattle, 
sheep, and goats, now and then visiting the river 
(a drink of its water, added to the beauty of the 
still scenery by which we were surrounded. 
Halted a little at a Coranna kraal of sixty or 
seventy persons, dwelling in a lovely hoHow, close 
U> the river. It is named Maboucboone. These 
people never heard of Europe, or of any of its 
distractions; they are affectingly contented with 
their ignorance of God, of the Saviour, and the 
fast of mankind. 

At eleven 'a;m. we came to the junction of a 
considerable river from the south-east. We could 
see about two miles up the river, the rising banks 
of which being thickly covered with trees, had an 
elegant appearance. We inquired the name of it. 
They said that this, and the river a little farther 
down, which was still larger, were only lately known 
to them, and they had no names for them, except 
that they'apoke of this as the muddy, and the 
other as the'iikick river* v ,We agreed to name this 
one the Alexander Riv£r, after the colonial 
secBetary at Cdpe Towd; and the other the Cra- 
BOCK RivzR> after his excellency, Sir John 
Cradock, the present governor of the colony of the 
Gape of Good Hope. 

The soenoFy « was so deligbtfal that we felt 
reluctant to leave it ; however, we tote ourselves 
away fiom it> amd reatched our wagcms. by one 
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o'clock, and with tliem proceeded towardB the 
Cradock River, which we reached twfore snnset, 
and viewed the charming scene with deep interest. 
The Cradock seemed equal in size to the Malala- 
reen. Yellow, and Alexander rivers when all united, 
and seemed, like the last also, to come irom a, 
•outh-east direction. 

These four rireTS may be considered as the 
sources of the Great Orange River, for it is joined 
hj no other in the whole of its course acrosa tlie 
African continent, till it falls into the Ethiopic (or 
Sontbem Atlantic) Ocean. This I ofWrwards 
found to be so, by crossing the continent on the 
vicinity of its banks. 

We arrived at Griqua Town on the morning of 
the 26th of July ; so that our journey to Lattakoo, 
from thenco, bad occupied six weeks. 






CHAPTER XXIX, 



I I 
.. I 



JtWWNXr BfeTOND THB GREAT HIVKft ^INSANITy UNKNOWM— 

-4iAMKI.BCM*ARP KILLED -^ BITSUIBN ON YELLOW RIVER—- 
GRIQUAS RESOLVE TO ADOPT LAWS — LAWS APPROVED — 
— POPULATIOIf, 

It is a remarkfible fact, that insanity is a disease 
almost unknown in South Africa. Can this be 
ascribed to the climate, or to their exemption from 
the cares of life ? for an African can sleep as soon 
and as sound when he has not a morsel to eat as 
when he has plenty. Th^ calculate no time, con- 
sequently have no care respecting old age, till it 
comes, and they feel it. We might go to them, as 
well as to the fowls of the air, to guard against 
carking worldly cares (kud anxieties. (See Matt, 
vi. 25.) 

Jul^'QL ' A messenger announced that a 
cameleopaird<(giraffe) had just been shot, and they 
wished me to dee it before it died; of course I 
hastened to the spot, but he had fallen down and 
expired before 1 reached him. The length of his 
fore-legs • measured about six feet, so that a good- 
sized horse could have walked under his belly ; 
from the hoof to the top of the head he measured 
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fifteen feet. This aoiiiiBl is now inDi^UaWoiiar^i 



Aogust 3. At midnigbt n meMengtir arriMdJ 
iototmiag us that « party of Caffres and BuabnM' 
were coming to altai^ the settlement', The^'twH 
was rung, and th« inhabitants imiMditkt^ tl^ 
]ect«d, to consider what was beat to be ibrte, fley 
agreed first to dispatch eomo pereoDS' toglBn-iiit(^ 
ligeoce, and tlie whole proved a fblse ^Uoil"' "" 

BboBalr, one of ourzeJitoofl dhriedlm HoWenteto 
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firoBifofifilUelfiidorp^ lemaiiud with some of the 
Griquas behind, at the mouth of the Malalareen, t» 
shoot the hippopotamus. They went about a day 
and a halfs journey higher up the Yellow River, 
where th^y found a large kraal of Bushmen, with 
about two hundred of whom, he and John Hendric, 
a pious Griqua, had various meetings for instruc- 
tion, which pleased them so much, that they re- 
quested the meetings to be more frequent. 

August 7. Had a meeting with the male popu- 
lation, to consider various points, especially regula- 
tions for the protection of the lives and property 
of the community. I endeavoured to explain to 
them the necessity and design of laws for the go- 
vernment of every society; that if there was no 
law against murder, and no punishment annexed 
to the commission of it, then every man*s life was 
in danger of being taken from him, even on the 
most frivolous occasion; if no law against theft, 
then the property of the industrious was at the 
mercy of the idle ; and in case they should become 
a much more numerous people, which was not 
improbable, should they remain without laws, all 
would be anarchy and confusion. I told them 
that in the history-ef^the world there was no ac- 
count of any people existing and prospering without 
l^Wi^i I copaaanended jdh^m for reluyquishing a wan- 
dm^ : Ufe^ . , < ^nd for ^ having . become a statioQar y 
pi^le; land saidJhat I was happy that they were^ 
^iimm9mi»9m»fiofkvwiid,^f its utility. 
y Tie ql^^a^fie^l^ Unanimously cojosentecl that 
laf^iSi^^if^ji^rM^Aff,.^ ,pa8^g3»tra|;^ cbpsen to 
put thei»r(gf#>^gfij|tipi|.; , »^ ^fm a iWf^qtiftg 4>ha^ild 
hft3)h^,ji|i i^^i^t^^mf^i it^u^ousidftr. wj*a|r .. taws 
should be adopted. 
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It was a^ed thai thdr Iwo Giq>tiaii6, 9v«e1 
should contiaue to act as comiaEan4#niM< Ji^f^iigP 
respecting the pufolie safety agaiasi foreign^'attaq)^ 
The whole people likewise resoWed , - Am%> iiOfft;§r 
forth they sliould he catted Onqtasy «i]«l9a|^^ 
Bastard Hottentols ; asd that the place «hfHii4 j^ 
called Griqaa Town, iastaad of Klaar Wil^r«)!jHfl:> 

I had drawn up fourteen laws,* which t^er^^i^pifr 
posed and agreed to ; likewise thai nine ^lagislif^ 
should be chosen to act as judges at Grlqu^ Tciw||, 
and one at each of the two principal Ou|-posilSi or 
large villages, who is to judge m smaliei' cases. 

It was agreed that the two captaaos, or ehiefs, 
Bern and Kok, with Messrs. Anderson and J«ns, 
foe a court of appeal, and that the limits of their 
country be marked out in the course of one month, 
and the magistrates chosen. 

Many of the people have gardens: tobacco 
holds a distinguished place in them. It evidently 
is the favourite plant. Many acres of land in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, especially around 
Griqoa Town, are cuUivHted* They abound ia 
horned pattle, sheep, and goats ; and these, with 
other outward comforts, the people acknowledge, 
have considerably increased since they became a 
stationary people. For the first ^v^ years after the 
missionaries came among them, they wanderad 
about, like the wild Bushmen, from place to plaoe^ 
notwithstanding the constant urgent entreaties of 
the missionaries that they would adopt a settled 
residence. Many of the old, as well as the young, 
can read ; and dress like Europeans. 

From the best calculation that could be made of 
the number of Griquas, and Corannas, who conn* 
der themselves in union with the OriqnaSy and 
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who MUtsdhf or occBBioDilly ttsod imtrnctioa b3r 
tbi misitionuMs, is 2,607. The church, or chris- 
tian society, coiuietB of tweDty-Hix men and aix- 
teen women. The number of children who tt- 
'tend Ae ichotrf, both statedly and less regularly, is 
tK» haadred snd ten. At the school at Hard- 
cBStle, their principal villa^, there are forty chil- 
*Wto. Twenly-fonr wagoaa are possessed by the 
-pSojyJe. Reginlar trades cannot be said yet to eiist 
in Griqnalaud. 

' ' Daring the night a wolf was so bold as to enter 
Ae tDWB and deroor three sheep. 
' Being ready to depart on the morrow, two of us 
preached farewell sennoos ; in the morning, from 
I1«T. vi. S. ; and that in the evening, from 2 Cor. 
■iii. 1 1 . Abont 300 persona were present on each 



CHAPTER XXX. 



/!. \ur rji» boifi9qqj> 

. :. ,«qfn9Jlf> 
. -^ , i •. • :• oj bsvlotj 

^OVRVKT BEtOMD T«« OREAT RTVEil— ttFASOliSr Fotf Al*Wi{9^ 
INO TTO CaOSS THE AVBOCAIf CM'Tt1li|^''^ 1*0 ^W^Wt^#»W 
SIDE^-LSAVK ORIQUA TOVNt^VIMT BA^lMSi^iaJtK^lBVBO- 
MEN CLAIM ALL HONEY— PQPULATiQV AT H^BfpClfSiyi^^ 

BOB8E MOUNTAm TRAVELLING IN THE GREAT DESE^T-j- 

BBAGH THE BIVER-^OXEN MISSING — CROSSING oMaT 
UYBR. ; ' > V 

' # » • 

The nest taimooATj station to be vinited ^sui in 
NamaeqoAland, ii^hich lies on th^ western cdsUt Of 
Africa, near the? m«uth ef fhe Great Hi ver,'' Which 
IB the opposite iide of line continent from the Gi^- 
qua country, from wheiice we were toiset oAt. 
Only two ways preeenied theiniteFres^ eith^ ^ 
return almoet to Cape Towxi, and trai^^l 'ti})'-' to 
Namacqualaiid, along the trestem coa8t;^'^Hicli 
wonld be a journey of three or four tnonth^^Hst^ 
posing that oar cattle should be i^Ble to'hora'Vmt, 
wbich waa OKftremely doubtful t or to gol<fii4fetfy 
across Africa, following the ootirse of -the^'iclMt 
Birer, whiph had. ^fdreheen attempted ^^b^^wo 
EnropesDS, bat the^ Med, in' C^n8ec{iMhM''if 
ndgfiB toi rookii. ranhiiftg up frotn^th^ ti^^^^MS(f 
theGrea« Rimer for upwaidb of twentjf Arfl^tf Inlftid, 
Qter which borders no «MgOki cad -paii^; flttd^h^^e 
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eoantry, as far as they cooB aoe» in every dixctioQ, 
appeared so sandy, dry, and barren, that they re- 
turned to Griqua Town. The probability of our 
crossing over to Namaequaland in four or five 
weeks, and thereby saving three or four months, 
and likewise ex^loripg the very heart of that great 
continent, were powerful inducements to make the 
attempt, at any hazard. On these grounds we re* 
solved to endeavour to effect it. 

Early in the morning of the 9th of August, our 
pepple began to pack the wagons, and got every 
Itaig ready for our departure by ten o'clock ; bu 
our oxen had broken out of the inclosure in which 
they had been kept during the night, and no one 
knew in what direction they had wandered. People 
were therefore sent various ways in search of them • 
It was six in the evening before they were found, 
,hut, being moop-light, W0 resolved to set off di- 
qpeejtly,. which we did, .after taking leave of our 
friends. When about half a mile distant, the 
Griqiias fired a fareweU salute from different parts 
^. th(&s,3ettlei^ent, as is the custom in the colony, 
u^t t^.i^'clpck in tho n^mii^ we halted at Ewing 
^op^t£|ip^., . Ajt ^even nfXt.QiOfning w-e halted at a 
j^f^m, j^raaj^ in Miik Valley, wkeore Mr. R. 
mf^ch^4.jihrougli a Cevaana interpreter. After 
jfj^c)^ ,th^ \^wf made fot^ Qriqut^and were read 
^M'^ff'P^)^ ,^09<i.of .w)^m;m»Maated to them, 
i§9^a^jtSeir ^^^poes tafcenilowiti* , 
^,,^>A^,fo^ ,)?,]^^ left Miik Valley^ and passed Bead 
^Founitain, wj^^re Mr, Kichefer» and others>i com- 
^ipe^ftced the fi^t missipncury aitompt to •nyg:litea 
fJ^j^'Griqa;^ ip^fyv^,,.Mrju3u^ t^ reaohedHard- 
^9^^,),ff;be^ .f P ,y W^ Jtindly received by ' Bern, 
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and the people, who were soon collected into a 
large room diat was huilt for a preaclimg jpiai^ 
where Mr. R. preached to them. /.* ^ 

Hardcastle lies in a circular valley, al>otit tlir^ 
miles in circamference, surrounded by a^be^^ 
mountains, of diversified forms. Ther^ are fpiur 
long passes, between mountains, leading from it iii 
different directions, which not only increase tt^ 
convenience of the situation, but greatly add to the 
grandeur of the position. Found the asbestos 
stone very plentiful on those mountains, and o'^ a 
colour unknown to the ancients, namely, a fide 
Prussian blue ; i^)ecimens of which I afterwards sent 
to most of the museums of Britain. ' " 

The Bushmen over the whole country lay claim 
to all the honey in the mountains as their property. 
They mark the hives, which are plastered on the 
Tocks, as farmers do their sheep ; if any rob them, 
they are sure, to carry off the ^rst cow or sheep 
they meet in the neighbourhood. They say that Co- 
xannas, Matchappees, and Morolongs, have cows 
and sheep that live. upon the graa^.of the land; 
and they, having none of those animals, certainly 
have a right to the bees,, who live only on the 
flowers. 

At Siun Jfe(| thirteeo Corannas, riding on ofeu, 
arrived ixom a nejghboimn^ kra^T.. After, t^ 
jGriqiia lawA had heen rc^ tot the people bf Hapfcl- 
castl^, ai^d thefi to the Corannas, wltli 'explin'a- 
ttemi, aU.con(BeQ)bed^to conform to viem. .',' ' '^y ' 

August 12. During the day, many ©riqiiaS 'iir- 

riv^/i}, Qn,9;]^Q% from, diff^rei^t parts bf'ihfe cbujilry. 

^i^'f^.Coru^ia^ wlien his oj^impn wW asked con- 
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good, and necessary; not for himself, for he never 
di^ any thing wrong ; but he approved of them as 
g!C>f}A for others, pointing particularly to his coun- 
trymen around him. Had he been a Jew, we 
should have put him down for a Pharisee. The 
number of persons at Hardcastle, and the district 
connected with it, were reported to us as eight hun- 
cirpd and eighty-five. 

Left Hardcastle at eleven A.M.August 13^ at 
which time our caravan consisted of eight wagons, 
drawn by twelve oxen to each, besides horses, oxen, 
and sheep ; but most of these were travelling to see 
us get safely across the Great River, after which 
they were to return to their homes. We proceeded 
to the northward, and at six we halted at Paard- 
berg, (or Horse Mountain,) so called, because, in the 
sickly season for horses, they are frequently sent 
hither to escape the disease, and generally with 
success, which they attribute to the height of the 
district. There is a Coranna kraal, and a fountain 
of water, in a circular valley at the bottom of the 
mountain. We visited the kraal, and were kindly 
received ; but some of the children were excessively 
afraid. Most of the Corannas attended our wor- 
ship at the wagons. 

In the morning we read over to them the laws 
for Griqualand, with which they expressed them- 
selves much satisfied. We still proceeded to the 
northward, and in the evening we arrived at a Gri- 
qna village, where Nicholas Bern, brother to the 
captain, resides. 

Noticing a camel-thorn tree, with three branches 
pf a different tree upon it, the people said those 
had been engrafted into it by a bird, which they 

q2 
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said was a common occurrence. We went "fbrwil^d 
at three p.m. when, passing round the pdiht^'of'-a 
hill, we proceeded westward till eight p.iki^.- stfi 
then, having reached Vansittart Moutttaic, twrned 
to the south-west, and after midnight we baited 'fit! 
a very retired corner formed by bills, whieh^ ^m 
its solitariness, we named World's-ead Oomi^i 
When daj-light came, to our great mortifieattoii^, H 
fountain from whence we expected water wdiB'cbi^ 
up, and we had two days' journey before us .ov«r 
deep sand before we could arrfre at the Gh^at 
River; which rendered it necessary to travel two 
days' journey in one. Some Bushmen, with tbelf 
chief, whose name was Owl, visited us, and gladlj^ 
received a present of a little tobacco. 

We plucked some red berries iVom a branch en* 
grafted by a bird on a diffi^rent kind of tree. The 
berries are filled with a glutinous substance, wluch 
is used as bird-lime, for oatchfng birds. We po* 
ceeded southward, and entered a desert of saad; 
which commences at the Great River, and run» up 
Africa to the north, no one with us knew how §», 
It is the same in which Mateere, and other Machap* 
pees from Lattakoo, said ^ey once travelled' fa 
nearly five moons (or months) in one cKrectikm to 
the north, living* on water-melons, of which 'we 
saw many strewed about. Many « melanehotj 
groan procee^d from the pooi^ thirsty oxen wfalla 
dragging the wsigons across tbiS' pari of tb^ 
mighty desert. ' While proceeding we iwet wiA 
neither beasts, nor bh'ds, and but ^w* insid^i^ : th^ 
land was forsaken; There was ttldthilag to pkaibe 
the eye, nor gratify the tast^, nor to quench tlie 
thirst. Exactlyat vMni^tih^^iff^f ^ Rivetl ri- 
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M^kI" lelieyiod <ii9 all, aad made us at oucq forget' 
ulttQUf.lSoiils* Our oxea having tasted no water for 
tmQ tqikome d^js' journey, seemed as if unable to 
t)09t«in j^ OB^ucb wiiter as Uiey required, when they 
rsaobeid the jriver. 

, J^ the OM^rniogi when every thing seemed ready 
fiMT ^ossieg the river, we found the spare oxen, 
^K^hjch h^d been here the day before us, were alji 
^ajiasti^, and iiobody knew where they had gone ; 
bu^ .people went in search of them. 

After remaining part of two days, waiting for the 
mussing oxen, it occurred tons it would be better to 
^im the Great Hiver, and wait on the other side 
|pr our .oxen, lest the river should rise and be ren- 
dered impassible. It was surprising we did not 
thinli of this so<MPi<sr, as we had so narrow an escape 
^ti our former crossing of it. 

The sides of the river being from thirty to forty 
£eet high, and ahwost perpendicular, our people 
pmploy^ themselves very laboriously in so cutting 
it down as to p^ o^t our wagons to descend to the 
eteinsiel of the river. By two o'clock all was in 
ri^dines&.for crossing. Our three wagons were 
happily got down the. steep bank without any accir 
deilt. Captajua Serii, John Hendric, apd one o^ 
^wo -other Gri^uas, fi^rst entered the stream on 
)ieffS^jl^ck» to ei^^siine its d^th. . The current was 
strong, »ii sba^t th^/i^ hundred yanjb aqros^. An 
ox, carrying on his back the materials of a hut^ 
$kove whioh sat a Uttle naked boy, was the first of 
our traiu that eptered, foUowed by tb^ loose oxen, 
the sheep, 9Md the goats ; ' most of the two last were 
obliged to be di:agged, by tlie men, t^jl they got 
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tvhich they made no little noise, like the scre^mipjs 
of children. Our three wagons followed ; th^n 
eight or ten Griqua women riding upon oxen^ most 
of whom had children tied to their backs. Next 
came several of their husbands mounted on oxen, 
some of whom had women walking hj ihilx 
sides, whom they held by the hand, to assist 'them 
from being carried down by the current. I ob-r 
served a little boy holding fast by the tail of an ox. 
the whole way across, violently screaming, while 
the current was strong, but he never let go his hold 
of the ox's tail. The procession was closed by a 
mixed multitude of men, boya> girls* loitering oxen, 
sheep, and goats. A great many of the oxen, 
sheep, and goats, and children belonged to the 
Griquas, who went with us for protection from the 
wild Bushmen, on a visit to their friends down the 
Great River. 

Thus, without an accident, we had crossed the 
first branch of the river, and got upon an island, 
completely surrounded by water; we walked to its 
western point, from whence we crossed the middle 
branch of the river, which was about two hundred 
yards over, in the same order, and with the same 
success as the former, and came to another island; 
walking across it, we came to the last branch of 
the river, which might be about two hundred and 
fifty yards wide, which we crossed much in the 
same way. 

When all had arrived safe on the south side of 
the river, the greatest difficulty seemed to remain', 
for we found ourselves hemmed in by a thicket of 
trees, extending for a quarter of a mile up from the 
river, so that it was impossible to drag the wagons 



through it, J\fter loDgsearchwe fouad on opening 
hfg'|i'er up the river, which we entered, and, in & 
winding direction amoog trees, we reached the ex- 
uen^ty of the wood, to the great satisfaction of all. 
The croBBiogof this mighty stream we accomplished 
ftithpiit any serious accident in three hours, with 
inuch,aDKiety lest the river should suddenly rise, 
CLlher while we were crossing its streams or its is- 
lands. ^ Oar kind Griqua friends, whose wagons 
remained on the other side, were ohltged immedi- 
ately to separate from us, as the sun was gon6 
down,, and they scarcely had tight sufficient tn see 
their way over. 
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Though safely arrived on the 9outh side of the 
Great River^ we had still something to trouble . i^ 
from the other side, lor there were no tiding of 
the recovery of our eighteen oxen, though it was 
the fourth day since they were missing* 

August 21. We had a little Hottentot boy^ 
called Dookstens (or Asbestos), whose darkness of 
colour I conceived had, in part^ arisen froip dirt 
sticking to his skin, I therefore attempted to w^ 
him whiter ; but though I washed him long, (wift) 
the aid of soap and a towel, with which his jnofl^^ir 
furnished me, having, a half-mivile on her ^^^jjlt 
nance^ I found him as much the .Ethiopian 9^1 .s^ 

A little after .mid-day, jve WQr6,^g;^atiftftd by.^}^ 
sight of our strayed oxen. , There were aJl togetW 
upwards of fifty, thirty-three of which , belonged 
to the society instead of eigjj.t^n, ^ I first ^ftr 
derstood. Finding no grass in the desert, they 
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had returned as far back as Paard-berg, where 
we had been on the 1 4th of the month. Our 
people had returned to the river after a most la- 
borious, yet fruitless search for them. One of 
them, Keyser, had nearly lost his life for want of 
water. He said '' be felt as if fire had been placed 
on the middle of his back; he frequently thrust 
his head into the middle of a bush, if possible, to 
smell the damp that might be there, while his 
companions dug up cold sand and applied it to his 
\f}^^, wlt^ich they were obliged to do from bush to 
husb^.. until he reached the river. It was some 
OoittDBas, on their way to join onr caravan, who 
met our oxen; and, being persuaded they were 
ours, drove them back to us 
'' August 23. Began at day-light to prepare for 
Aiovitig down (he river, but our Hottentots found 
it' vefy difficult to collect the oxen belonging to 
ftach wagon, being mixed up with such a number 
of strange oxen belonging to the Griquas and Co- 
rjinnas who had joined us. At ten a.m. we de- 
parted, and a motley company we appeared. I 
cotmt^d twenty-one persons mounted on oxen, 
dhiefly Women in skm cloaks, nrost of them seated 
dttthe tbp of their ^tuff, hi^ above the backs of 
thefr oxen, and having children tied to their backs, 
th^ heads only beifig visible above their mothers' 
cfldaks. ' There "were also three flocks of cattle, 
and one of sheep and goats, with various pedes- 
^ana; 'citlriO%n Wagolis, gtrarded by Hottentots, 
fbllbirfed ife ffi^ ^it^r: ' At eleven passed a number 
of HCoMintk wotneftt efec^fo J their huts, having just 
t^ih(keA irOttL it'^t^ lower down the river, the 
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grass around having been eaten up by their eaCtle; 
•ihe men were behind driving them to this fresh spot, 
where the women were preparing for their re- 
ception. The Hottentots called me to come and 
see a curiosity ; it was a venerable woman, who 
was blind, and the most aged person I had seen in 
Africa. The skin of her body did not appear to 
he united to her flesh, but resembled a loose sheet 
wrapt round her. Though the Hottentots pulled 
her skm, to show each other how loose it viras, she 
took no more nc^ke of it than if she had been a 
•tone statue. The other women continued very 
busy at their work, as if they had not observed 
us, bnt diis was evidently the effect of fear. Ex- 
cept these women, we met with neither man nor 
beast the whole day. Hiere was no road, but we 
travelled sometimes over grass, or gravel, or sand. 
Had eiglit or nine fires in the evening, surrounded 
by people cooking victuals* 

August 24. Traveled over sand, and somedmes 
small gmvel, till half-past nine in the morning, 
when the heat, though only the first »onth after 
winter, became so oppressive, that we were obliged 
to halt near the river. Here we killed a black 
serpent, four feet and a half hmg, and ei^t inches 
in circumference; the day before we had killed 
a similar one, two feet and a half long. Ihe birds 
appeared here to live in kraals, for twenty or thirty 
nests were on one tree, and none others in the 
immediate vicinity, in the evening, oar fires were 
made under the thick spreading boughs of what is 
called the White-hole Tree, of which the Matoh^ 
pees make their spoons. Hottentots and others 
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fj^^qi^en^S sleep on the top of this tree, as on the 
rpQ? of a houBOy to escape the lions during the night. 
On e^uch Hn occasion, it is reported that a Hot- 
t^i^tot, while asleep on one of them, fell down 
iijpon a lioiiy that happened also to he asleep, as well 
fi& the falier, under the same tree. The lion was 
80 alanneci hy the suddenness of the stroke, that he 
fled far enough to permit the Hottentot to regain 
his situation on the top of the tree ; but it is not 
very probable that he slept any more that night, 

I found now a peculiar dryness in the air, per- 
haps being so distant from the oceans that wash 
the two sides of the African continent, so that the 
ink in my pen was almost instantly dried up, and 
however wet the pencil I used for sketching in 
water colours, it was almost dry. before it reached 
the paper. In travelling to-day we had to cross the 
sandy bed of a river, which has water in the rainy 
season, about six times, which the steep sides made 
very troublesome. Two Coranoas came to us, 
the one having a sheepskin over his shoulders, the 
other, an old man, without clothing. They beg- 
ged hard for tobacco. Near sun-set, we observed 
a number of people* on the summit of a hill, and 
soon afterwards came to two Coranna villages. 
They possessed hundreds of oxen, cows, sheep, and 
goats. It is called Flip's Kra^l, and contains not 
more than a hundred and fifty inhabitants. Most 
of them expressed a desire to have a teacher, but 
they confessed they were a divided, people, and 
seemed. reluctant to give a formal answer. They 
'neither plant nor sow, but depend entirely on their 
Cattle for subsistence. They appear to be a dull, 

R 
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gloomy, and indifferent race. Oar arrival seemed 
to make no impression on any mind, except excite 
ing a little curiosity; and they were as indifferent 
about our departure, as if they had said, '* You may 
come, stay, or go, just as it pleases yourselves/' 
They were so immured in the heart of the great 
continent, that probably they have never heard of 
the existence of seas or oceans, knowing only that 
there is a great river, at the side of which they are 
contented to sleep away their miserable lives.^ 
In the evening, in consequence of the shrinking 
of the timber, the iron ring of one of our wheels 
fell off, which obliged us to halt for the night. 

August 28. Saw a hippopotamus, or sea-cow, 
as called in the colony, which stood in the river, 
with only its head above water, into which it sunk, 
rising only at intervals to draw in fresh air. There 
it remains, and feels enjoyment in so doing, the 
whole day ; and, during night, grazes in the vici- 
nity of the river. 

August 29. The timbers of our wagons were 
all shrinking from the absence of moisture in the 
air. On the evening of the 30th, we came to a 
Coranna kraal, under Hans Hniman, a bastard 
Hottentot. All was wilderness we had passed 
through, except the charming river on our right, 
the banks of which, on both sides, continued to be 
stocked with trees. After breakfast, walked over 
to a part of Huiman's Kraal, which lay in the 

* What a change the introduction of the gospel, attended 
by the quickening influence of the Spirit of God, would 
make on such a sottish people ; it would be like life from 
the dead. 
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middle of a thicket of tall trees, coDtaJDin^ about 
forty luhabitantB. Sony waa I at not being able 
to converse with them, but I afterwarde got Cu- 
pido to go and telt them about the great Baivation. 
It waa heart-rending to Bee bo many clever-looking 
young people all idle, having nothing to do or to 
learn. The parents have no more to teach their 
children, than the cattle have to teach their young. 
May the God of Israel pity them, and dispose hia 
people in England to exert themselves to the utmost 
to relieve tiiem from their present wretchedueas. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 



JOURNEY AOROM THB CONTIMBNT or AFRICA — DBPAI^TURB 

FROM HVIMAn's KRAAL OBSTRUCTIONS OX-RIDING ^-^ 

X0X*8 KRAAL OF ORLAMS, &C. — KO££R TREE HOTTRNTOT 

IMPROVEMENT ON 8FRPENT CHANGING ITS SKIN — HOW WA- 
TER PROCURED IN GREAT DE8LRT — POPULATION OF KOK's 
KRAALt 

Lept Huiman's Kraal at three p.m. At five we 
passed a building in ruins, which had been erected 
by Stephanus, who fled from the colony for forgery, 
and wh9 had been a mason. Halted at seven. 
Though at noon the thermometer was 82"", yet the 
evening was piercing cold. Many rotten trees, 
that had lain unmolested for years, now perished 
in the flames. 

August 31. During the day the wagon wheels 
sometimes sunk into the sand up to the axletree, 
at other times they were greatly impeded by large 
stones. We often paused to consider what was to 
be done, as we feared the wagons must soon be 
shattered to pieces: but, after looking round in 
every direction, and seeing no way of escaping 
these obstructions, we were obliged to proceed, 
trusting to that Providence which had hitherto 
preserved us. At ten we came to a halting place 
for the night, where we found a wagon standing 
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under a tree, which we afterwards learned belonged 
to a Griqua, whose oxen could drag it no farther. 

Sept. 1. Now we understood we were within 
one stage of Kok's Kraal ; but as the wagon waj 
thither was very circuitous > ten of us rode on oxen 
over a hill which was almost impassable, even to 
oxen, being completely covered with rocks. But 
after a two hours' ride we arrived safely at the kraal, 
which lay in an extensive square plain, bounded by 
low bills on all sides, and in the vicinity of the. 
Great River. The majority of the population con- 
sisted of Orlams, and there were some Griquas, who 
had forsaken their country, to live in every way 
without restraint. Our wagons did not arrivo till 
four P.M. the way being long and rough. At one 
place all the twelve oxen, which drew the luggage 
wagon, lay down upon the ground, being unable 
to proceed. We were not surprised at the earth 
being almost turned into sand, when we heard that 
not one shower of rain had fallen for six months. 
The poor inhabitants are enveloped in ignorance 
and vice. Most of those who travelled with us 
from Griqualand, were to proceed no farther with 
us. We collected a few crystalizations from the 
hill behind the kraal. The natives smiled at our 
employment, when they saw us putting them into 
our pockets. 

Many trees, which they call koker trees, were 
growing on the hills around, and which I had not 
seen in any other part of Africa. They grow upon 
the most dry and rocky parts of the hills. Many 
of them are from ten to twelve feet in circum- 
ference at the bottom, and quickly diminishing in 
thickness till the branches commence, which is at a 

r2 
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height seldom more than seven or eight feet. The 
shape of the cluster of branches resembles that 
of an inverted basin. The bark is white, inter- 
mixed with light yellow, and has a shining appear- 
ance like satin. Altogether, including branches, it 
does not exceed sixteen feet in height. 

Cupido, the Hottentot, took his turn in the 
morning in addressing the natives. He illustrated 
the immortality of the soul by alluding to the 
serpent, who, by pushing itself forward between 
two branches of a bush, which nearly press against 
each other, strips himself once a year of his skin. 
*^ When we find the skin," said he, ^* we do not 
call it the serpent ; no, it is only its skin : neither 
do we say the serpent is dead ; no, for we know 
he is alive, and has only cast his skin." The 
serpent he compared, to the soul, and the skin to 
the body. The simile was well understood by all 
his audience. 

Kok, the chief of the kraal, related to us that he 
lately went with a large party of his people, on an 
expedition against elephants, on the other side of 
the river; that though they travelled &ye or six 
days' journey up the desert, to the north, they did 
not find one fountain of water. On inquiring how 
they lived without water,-—like the Matchappees, 
of whom we made the same inquiry, when they 
travelled many hundred miles higher up the same 
desert, — he said that water-melons were every 
where scattered over the ground, which, after 
being roasted upon the embers of the fire, yielded 
good water. 

In the kraal there were, of Orlams, 215; Co- 
rannas, 180 ; Bushmen, 30 ; in all, 425. Were 
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this made ft miesioDEtry station, it would foTin a 
kind of link to connect oar missions on the two 
sides of Africa together. Some of the people were 
anxioag to receive instruction. 

Kok made us a present of a yonag bull, which 
waa wild, and difficult to catch. While chasing 
it, one of our Hottentots caught it very dexterously, 
by making a loop at the end of a rope, which he 
threw at the animal when running at full speed, 
and caught in it his hind legs, which, when drawn 
close, laid him on bia side, when they killed him. 
Kok likewise lent us fourteen strong oxen, to 
assist us in travelling to Namacquaiand. 



CHAPTER XXXIIL 



SINGULAR COLLECTION OF ROCKS — SEABCH FOR WATERFALL- 
ROCK A REFUOE FROM HEAT — DRINKING POISON OF SERPENT 

•"BIDOES OF ROCKS DANGER FROM LIONS — CLOUDS APPEAR 

IN THE WEST — BUSH LOUSE — REMARKABLE NESTS — FEAT OF 
lizard's TAIL — ATTACK OF BUSHMEN — HOTTENTOT WOUNDED 
— CATTLE CAPTURED— PURSUIT — MEETING FOR PRAYER- 
CATTLE RECAPTURED — DEATH OF WOUNDED MAN ^JOINED 

BY A MISSIONARY— ARRIVE AT PELLA. 



Left Kok's Kraal at five p.m. September 3rd. 
About midnigbt we got so entangled among rocks, 
tbat for some time we knew not how to extricate 
ourselves; at length, however, we got out of the 
difficulty, and proceeded until the moon went down, 
which was about one o'clock, when we were under 
the necessity of halting, without water. 

In the morning every one awoke with a head- 
ache, which we supposed to be owing to the great 
heat of the preceding day, especially as reflected 
by the sand. Reached the river by nine in the 
morning, when all had an opportunity of allaying 
their thirst. 

Having heard of a waterfall at no great distance, 
while halting on the 6th, several of us went to 
view it. The rocks covered the surface of the 
ground for many miles : the most conspicuous is 
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ahout half a mile in leng^th, and five hundred feet 
hig^h; it has the appearance of an iron hill. 
Many low and high hilla were composed of huge 
rocks piled above each other, and thousands of pon* 
derous ones are scattered over the ground in every 
direction. The river here is divided into several 
branches, which run in deep chasms, cut out of 
solid rock, perhaps five hundred feet deep on both 
sides. As the sides are perpendicular, we could 
discover no place by which we could descend to 
the river. We had heard of the waterfall from 
various natives, as we came down the river, but we 
never found one who said he had seen it. After a 
long search we could not find it. In the rainy 
season the rushing of the river among these ex- 
tensive chasms must be very striking, but it is pro- 
baUe at that season no human eye has yet seen it, 
this part of the country being without inhabitants. 

In returning to the wagons, the heat was almost 
unbearable. On seeing a great rock lying against 
another, we took shelter from the heat under it, 
and were greatly refreshed. The rock which formed 
our shadow from the heat, would at least have 
weighed sixty or seventy tons. While sitting 
there, two of us alone, there was not a breath 
of air stirring, nor one bird even chirping, nor a 
human being moving ; indeed altogether there was 
a stillness almost frightful. We mused upon the 
gigantic cliffs we had just left, and how such a 
suprising work of God should lie concealed from 
the inspection of mankind, in the bosom of wild, 
wilderness Africa. We saw many serpents, but 
received no injury. 

I found it was common among Hottentots to 
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catch a serpent, squeeze out the poison from an^r 
his teeth, and drink it. They say it only makes 
them a little giddy, and imagine that it preserves 
them afterwards from receiving any injury from 
the hite of a serpent. I have no douht, from the 
testimony of the Hottentots who travelled with 
me, of the fact that they do take it ; hut whether or 
not it he calculated to produce the effect which the 
Hottentots pretend, I leave to the decision of 
medical men. 

At five P.M. the air becoming more cool, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey ; we soon passed two hills, 
each composed of a single rock, without grass, or 
bush, or fracture on any part of them. They had ex- 
actly the appearance of immense msisses of iron ; 
and though curious and novel to me, they had a 
dull, gloomy aspect. One of them had a fiat rock, 
level with the surface of the ground, running out 
from its west end for about a quarter of a mile ; 
this rock was about thirty or forty yards wide, and 
resembled an extensive pavement of one stone. 
The sand in the neighbourhood was red. We 
travelled till midnight, and were obliged to halt 
where there was neither water, grass, nor wood 
for a fire ; for, in consequence of ridges of rocks 
running up the country, from the very edge of 
the Great River, we were obliged to travel in the 
desert, considerably south of it. Of this obstruc- 
tion we had been warned, before resolving to at> 
tempt crossing the continent. They ran in the 
form of low cliffs, for ten or twenty miles up the 
country firom the Great River, without one opening 
through which a wagon could pass. 

There was a chain of hills about ten miles dis- 
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tant to our right, or to the north, of about thirty 
miles extent, which had the appearance of a mighty 
wall; indeed it reminded us of the great wall of 
China. 

Next day being cool, we were able to continue 
moving from sunrise until about two p.m. when 
we halted at the side of a river bed, without water. 
Here we commenced a new operation, namely, 
to dig for water; after digging about five feet, 
we found some. Though neither men nor beasts 
were to be found in tl^is part of Africa, yet it was 
not destitute of animals, for hundreds of lizards, 
and field mice, were almost constantly visible around 
us ; and so unacquainted were they with man, that 
they played about within a few yards of the wagon ; 
and, during the afternoon, nine lions were seen 
in the vicinity. One of our Hottentots, about a 
quarter of a mile from the wagons, was in imminent 
danger of being devoured by three of them, which 
he came upon unawares, among tall bushes. They 
stood looking towards him for sometime, and he at 
them. When he turned about to make a sign to 
his companion to come to his assistance they ad- 
vanced, but immediately, on turning his eyes to- 
wards them again, they made a halt; and when 
the other Hottentot came up with his gun, and 
stood beside him, they walked off. We killed a large 
puff adder, which is a venomous species of serpent. 
A few clouds appeared in the westward towards 
evening, at the bottom of the horizon, which were 
viewed as a rarity, having had almost constant 
sun-shine and a clear sky for more than three 
months ; we also viewed them as a sign of our ap- 
proach to the ocean, on the western side of Africa. 

4 
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Sept. 8. Having sent three Hottentots with 
our oxen, the preceding day, in search of water, 
we became anxious for their return. Nine o'clock 
at night came, but no appearance either of Hot- 
tentots or oxeo. We had various conjectures as 
to the cause of their detention ; that, perhaps while 
the men slept the oxen had strayed ; or the river 
Bushmen had stolen them. Our two milch goats 
had run off during the night, and were sought for in 
vain, for most probably they were devoured by the 
lions. Our situation was awkward, every thing 
being packed up and ready for starting, and not a 
single ox to yoke^ and in the middle of a barren 
desert. 

Sept. 9. In the mornii^ had no intelligence 
conconing our Hottentots, oxen, or goats, * Par- 
ties were dispatched in search of them. 

We found, what is called the bush-louse, very 
numerous where we were, which is black, and 
about the size of a large bug, its form is round. 
When it fixes on the skin, it is hardly possible to 
get it off without cutting it to pieces ; indeed, ao 
close does it stick, that it cannot be felt by the 
touch; if you try to scrape it off with a knife, 
the knife slides over it. One fixed on my wrist, 
but no means I used affected it in the least degree. 
A Hottentot poured on it the juice of tobacco, 
which made it raise itself up a litde, when he seized 
it and tore it away. The poor cattle are sometimes 
covered with them ; their only relief then is from 
the crow, who frequently alights on their backs, 
and stands picking off those animals till he has 
satisfied his hunger ; the ox gives no disturbance 
to the crow while thus feediug on his back. 
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A tree, -near the wagons, had two remarkable 
neats on it ; the one was about four yards in 
circumference, the other three, and about a 
yard in depth. They are composed of coarse g^rass, 
by a small bird which resembles our goldfinch; 
the one had seventeen holes in the bottom, by 
which the bird enters, the other had seven. A 
stream, or colony of birds flew from the largest 
nest on our approach. An owl had taken pos- 
session of the roof of one of the nests for herself, 
we found her sitting in it. 

I was surprized how so many lizards and mice 
could live without water, till I observed them rolling 
berries, from succulent plants, into their holes, 
like sailors rolling casks of water into their ships. 
On examining one of the largest of those berries, I 
found it contained about three tea-spoonsful of wa- 
ter. This is a wonderful provision God has made, 
to supply the wants of these little animals. 

I gently threw a small stone at a lizard which 
was near, without any intention to hurt it, but I 
struck o£F its tail ; the tail leaped about for ^ve 
minutes, and moved, something like a serpent, 
three yards o£P. The poor lizard, as well as my- 
self, stood wondering at this exhibition of his tail. 
When I mentioned ^is circumstance to our Hot- 
tentots , they told me that, like serpents after their 
beads are cut off, they moved for some time. 

Nine o'clock at night again arrived, without any 
intelligence of our missing men and oxen, only we 
thought we heard the report of two muskets fired off 
at a distance. About half past nine, immediately 
after evening worship, we heard a musket-shot at 
no great distance, then a second, and a third, which 

s 
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led us to conclude something was wrong ; of course 
we dispatched some of our people with muskets to 
the place from whence the firing proceeded. It 
was but a little while before part of them returned, 
with one of the three men who had been with the 
cattle. He said they had been attacked by wild 
Bushmen, who had wounded Peekure in the back^ 
immediately under his neck, with a poisoned arrow, 
and carried off all the cattle ! While relating the 
doleful tidings, poor Peekure, and the third Hot'* 
tentot, who had been with the cattle, came up. 
His wound was large, owing to the difficulty they 
had found in getting out the pieces of the arrow 
that had remained in the wound, which they had 
picked out with an awl. Our men ran to their 
arms, to endeavour to retake their cattle. By ten 
o'clock, ten of the nimblest were ready to set off. 
We begged them to endeavour to spare the lives of 
the Bushmen, should they meet with them ; to en* 
deavour to get between them and the Great River, 
to which they would be driving the cattle ; andto 
come upon them by surprise. Without this pre- 
caution, we were afraid the Bushmen would 
wound as many of the cattle as they could, and run 
off, being sure these cattle would die and be left be- 
hind for them to eat. A tame Bushman, from Gri- 
qua Town, went off with them, with his bow and 
arrows, without being desired. 

Our situation was now become very distressing, 
being in the midst of an unknown desert, with 
three loaded wagons, and not a single ox in our 
possession to draw them. Lest we should be at- 
tacked during the absence of so many of oar men, 
we examined what were our means of defence. 
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We discovered that three of our people had sold, 
or rather exchanged, their muskets for cattle, at 
Griqua Town, supposing that the dangerous part of 
the journey was over when we returned from Lat- 
takoo. 

I found that the Hottentots were ignorant where 
or how we were travelling; that they could not 
understand how the sun at one part of the journey 
should rise on their right hand, and on their left at 
another ; of course they left the matter entirely to 
us ; they had no care, only to follow us. Only 
five guns were found to be with the wagons, with 
some spears and Bushmen bows and arrows. 

We considered it our duty first to attend to these 
measures and precautions, after which to have re- 
course to the grand refuge in times of trouble-— 
the throne of grace. Those who remained with 
•the wagons assembled for united prayer to God. 
We also did every thing in our power for the poor 
wounded man, who had a wife and three children 
at Bethelsdorp, ignorant of his distressing si- 
tuation. 

. Some of .our people were of opinion, that the 
•Bushmen had been watching our motions the whole 
way down the river, and had chosen to make their 
attack at this place as farthest from all assistance. 
Others, that the Bushmen who had attacked us 
were connected with Africaner, a plundering chief, 
who 18 the terror of all that part of Africa, and 
that this only preceded a grand attack by him. 
All remained awake but myself ; but being without 
means either of defence or ofiPence, and every thing 
being in as good order as we could put them, I 
went into my wagon to take a little rest. I had 



196 TRAVELS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

hardly lain down, when one came and advised me 
not to go to sleep. An hour after, I was informed 
that oor men were in combat with the Bushmen, 
which I did not believe, having been awake half an 
hour without hearing any thing. At three o'clock 
in the morning, however, I distinctly heard two 
shots fired, and then a third. Immediately I left 
the wagon, when Boozak pointed out a cloud of 
dust, which the moonlight rendered visiUe, and 
was occasioned by the moving of the cattle. I 
inquired if he could distinguish whether the cloud 
moved to or from us ; after gazing some time, he 
said ** to us f They were evidently running quick, 
for the cloud approached fsist. At length the oxen 
became visible ; but we were afraid to approach to 
hear the report of our men, dreading that some 
lives had been lost in the recapture. We were 
trul^ glad to find they had obtained the cattle with- 
out resistance. Being night, we could not count the 
cattle, so were obliged to remain %norant till sun- 
rise, whether or not we had sustained any loss. Af- 
ter solemnly returning thanks to Grod, for regaining 
our cattle, we went to rest, leaving some to watoh. 
Sept. 10. As soon as day-light appeared the 
cattle were numbered, and all were pleased to find 
that not one was missing. Our three Hottentots 
who went with the cattle gave the following ac- 
count of their long absence, of three days, merely 
to give the oxen a drink of water. That not find^ 
ing water, as was expected, a few miles lower 
down in the dry bed of the river, they went forward 
till they came to the Great River, upwards of 
twenty miles farther, wliich was making it fully a 
journey, of fifty miles for a drink of water. . They 
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observed, while they halted at the river, some Bash- 
men at a distance, lurking among the bushes. They 
had not seen more than four. On leaving the 
river the Bushmen followed them, but concealing 
th^mseIves as much as possible among the bushes. 
When almost dark, they had taken their aim at 
Peekure, being a tall and strong man; perhaps 
supposing if they could bring him down, they 
should easily overcome the others who were young. 
When he found himself wounded, he ran to one of 
his companions, asking him to pull out the arrow 
which stuck fast between his shoulders. He did 
so ; but two pieces of it remained in the wound, 
which he had the fortitude to pick out with an 
awl, while the other young Hottentot kept off the 
Bushmen with his musket, which he fired towards 
the place from whence he thought the arrow pro- 
ceeded. They then left the oxen to bring their 
wounded companion to the wagons. 

We did every thing for the poor wounded man 
in our power, by cutting out the flesh all round the 
wound, administering eau de luce and laudanum, 
to mitigate the pain ; but he lay groaning the whole 
night. There being no water for the oxen, we 
were obliged to depart at ten a.m. moving slowly, 
for the sake of Peekure. At half-past one, his pain 
became so great that we were obliged to halt at 
the foot of a mountain, and to lay him down under 
8 bush to die. His appearance was alarming, be- 
ing greatly swelled, particularly about the head 
and throat. He said that he had felt the poison 
gradually working downwards to his very toes, and 
then ascend in the same manner: as it ascended 
)iis body swelled. He felt very anxious, often 

s2 
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turning on his face, and crying to Jesus for mercy 
to his soul. He thought he felt the chief strength 
of the poison to lodge in one of his cheeks, and 
requested that the cheek might be cut o£P, which 
we declined doing, persuaded that his* whole frame 
was equel^ contaminated. The tame'Bushmcm we 
had with us, told us in the morning that Peekure 
would die immediately on the going down of the 
sun, which' he certainly did ; for the sun had not 
dipped five minutes under the horizon before he 
breathed his last. His countenance was frightful, 
from disfiguration by swelling. On his brow was 
a swelling as large as a goose's egg. 

Being under the necessity of halting all night, 
though without water, our people fortified the place 
with a fence of bushes, lest the Bushmen, who we 
understood were numerous in that part, should 
attack us during the night. We likewise had sent 
forward all our oxen, retaining only as many as 
were needed for dragging the wagons, that they 
might get water as soon as possible, which divided 
our strength, but there was no alternative. 

Sept. 11. To our no small surprise and gra- 
tification, about midnight we were joined by Mr. 
Schmelen, one of our missionaries, and several 
persons belonging to the Namacqua mission, who 
happened to be at an outpost, and heard of 
our situation from persons we had dispatched to 
seek help. Their arrival reminded me of Paul's 
feelings at Apii-forum, when brethren from Rome 
met him, ** He thanked God, and took courage.'* 
Acts xxviii. 15. These friends informed us that 
Bushmen had followed us from the waterfall, 
watching for an opportunity to plunder us : that 
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these poor creatures had been so ill-treated by the 
boors from the colony, that they now endeavour to 
murder every man who wears a hat, which is the 
only way they can distinguish a boor. Tbey are 
connected with Africaner, giving him a share of 
what plunder they take, especially if tbey find 
powder. 

At seven in the morning we interred the remains 
of poor Peekure. His body was tied up in his 
caross or cloak. An address was given at the 
grave ; after which we united in prayer, and ended 
by singing a hymn. 

At ten we left Death Vale, the name we gave to 
the place, and at a little distance we killed a yellow 
serpent, about six feet long, the first of that kind 
we had seen on our journey. As all our water 
was expended, we were obliged to proceed without 
stopping till we should come to some fountain ; but 
did not arrive at one till half-past ten o'clock at 
night, when we reached Kabas Fountain, which 
lay behind a range of mountains that were in 
view the whole day. The sight of water was truly 
pleasant to man and beast. Some of our cattle 
had tasted no water for three days; they drank, 
and drank ag^n, and were loth to leave it; but 
we found, in the morning there was not a blade of 
grass, so that, though it was the Lord's day, we 
were obliged to proceed forward until four p.m. 
when we arrived at Pella, the Namacqua missionary 
station, where, with much pleas.ure, w6 met the 
brethren k In the evening we had a meeting, to 
return thanks to God for our preservation in 
ci^>s:jiug the continent, which had been effected in 
ojie month and three days. / 
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PELLA WHIRLWrSD — CATECHISING NAMACQUA CHFLDKEN 

VISIT TO THE GREAT RIVER— FISHES CAUGHT — HILL CUT 

IN TWO THREE V^r^YS OF CROSSING DESERT SELECT 

THE EASTERN WAY. 

September 13. We had a meeting with several 
Namacquas who had heen in the Damara country, 
which is the first country beyond Great, or North 
Namacqualand, in order to collect information. 
They were amused by some of the questions which 
I asked them. 

The Namacquas live in low circular huts, com« 
posed of branches of trees stripped and bent, and 
stuck into the ground at both ends, with mats made 
of rushes thrown over them. 

Pella is surrounded with white sand, interspersed 
with bushes of various descriptions. Though the 
second month of their spring, there was little pro- 
gress of vegetation visible in their gardens, the soil 
appearing uncommonly barren, in consequence of 
a proportion of saltpetre mixed with it. The bank» 
of the Great River, which are only about four miles 
distant, are so covered with rocks, that they can- 
not live there. 

While at dinner, a whirlwind came, which filled 
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the house with dust, and would have spoiled the 
dinner, had not a cloth been instantly thrown over it. 
I was greatly pleased with Mr. Helm's morning 
exercise with the children ; which was reading a 
few verses of the Bible, and explaining them in a 
simple way, by question and answer. 

In the morning of the 15th, we took a ride 
through the kloof, or defile, to the Great River. 
In our way ran a brook of brackish water, which 
disappeared among sand, and appeared again about 
eight times. On reaching the Great. River, Mr. 
R. caught a large fish with his hands, among the 
stones, which was the first fish I had seen in the 
Great River, it directed the attention of all to the 
obtaining of more, and in, the course of an hour, 
they obtained nearly two dozen, of various sizes and 
kinds. Perhaps this little circumstance may in- 
crease the comfort of the settlers at Pella, who 
were not aware that fish could be so easily obtained 
in the river. Though the people are not fond of 
fish, yet, to save their sheep, they may bo induced 
to catch a few, now and then, which, by and by, 
may produce a fondness for them. The river was 
confined by barren mountains on each side. Those 
on the north side were almost black, those on the 
south were composed of red and barren soil, and 
appeared as if the surface had been a furnace, with 
the ashes strewed over them. Their aspect is 
directly facing the sun, to the north. The lovely 
green of the trees which fringe both sides of the 
river, forms a striking contrast with the melan- 
choly, death-like appearance of these mountains at 
their back. We rode down the river for five or six 
miles, when we turned up a narrow cut through 
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the mountain, about two miles of which resembled 
what might be called a giant *s staircase. We 
ascended on horseback, step after step, which was 
very troublesome to our horses, as some of the steps 
were about two feet deep. The sun was nearly 
down before we reached the summit of this narrow 
pass, which in most places was only a few yards 
wide, though the sides were many hundred feet in 
perpendicular height. In fact, it was a mountain 
split into two parts. Some parts at the head of the 
pass were so thickly strewed with saltpetre, that 
it appeared as if there had been a shower of snow. 

By digging in the sand, at one place, we found 
water to allay our thirst. Then we rode for two 
hours, at a quick rate, before we came in sight 
of the lights of Pella, where we arrived about 
nine o'clock. 

Our missionary business at Pella was gradually 
coming to an end, and we began to tbink how we 
should get away from it before the rainy season in 
January, as a wide desert lay between it and the 
colony. The missionaries were acquainted with three 
ways : 1 • in the east way there is no water for three 
long days* journey; 2. in the middle way, no 
water for three days' journey, and at that season, 
even the fountain or pool on the other side would 
be dry ; 3. the west way is down the Great River 
for several days' journey, most of the road being 
stony and rocky, and much exposed to wild Bush- 
men ; after leaving the river there are two long days' 
journey across the desert to Kamis Mountain, with- 
out water. 

These three ways were laid before ns for our 
selection; such difficulties belonged to each that 
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we were at a loss to decide. The middle road 
being impassable, and the river road being double 
the distance, and so rocky as to endanger our 
wagons, we resolved to select the east one. 

On the 19th, Lord's day, had an opportunity of 
commemorating the death of Christ, with a Na- 
macqua church. 

Most of the inhabitants of this settlement 
fled from Great Namacqualand, on the other side 
of the river, from a dread of Africaner ; and such 
was their terror for a long time, in reference to that 
man, that the least rising of dust or sand at a dis^ 
tance occasioned great consternation, and they were 
sure it was Africaner coming to attack them. 
Before I left Pella, I wrote a conciliatory letter to 
Africaner, to bring him, if possible, to consent to 
live in peace with the missionary settlements. I 
made up a present to accompany the letter, which 
two Bushmen engaged to convey to him. 

This country, and Great Namacqualand beyond 
the River, with the Damara country, and the 
countries all along the western side of Africa, have 
a general resemblance to each other, abounding 
with desert, great scarcity of water, and of ground 
fit for. cultivation, also a scanty population. 

The number of men belonging to Pella, is 174 ; 
women, 203 ; young men, 22 ; young women, 
46; children, 191. The christian church consists 
of nineteen members, and the school contains one 
hundred and fifty children. 
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DEPARTUBE FROH PELLA ENTER DESERT — CROSS A SAND 
HILL — SOLITARY BIRD- — BEACH QUICK FOUNTAIN^ — SILVER 

FOUNTAIN DEATH OF MRS. ALBRIGHT — SCORPIONS THEIR 

DEADLY FIGHTS — CH RES FOR THEIR STING— DEATH OF MR8« 
SASS— THUNDER STORM— FUNERAL OF MRS. SASS. 

We continued attending to the missionary concerns 
of the institution until the 22nd of September, when 
every thing seemed to be concluded. We began 
early in the morning to prepare for crossing the 
desert. It was long before all the oxen could be 
got into the yoke, owing to several being young, 
and very unwilling to commence a life of servitude. 
At length, all being ready, we assembled with the 
people in the meeting house, where we united in 
earnest prayer, that we might have a prosperous 
journey by the will of God. After which we bade 
them farewell, and departed at four p.m. accompa- 
nied by Mr. A., and Mr. and Mrs. H.,;and continued 
travelling until half past nine, when, from the dark- 
ness, we could not make our way through the 
bushes, and the roughness of the ground, we were 
obliged to halt, before arriving at the water we were 
anxious to reach. 

September 23. Arrived, at nine in the morning, 
at Rosine Fountain, where we continued until four, 

3 
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when we commenced a three days' joarney ov6r a 
desert of sand. As we went forward I observed an 
insect that emitted a sound which reminded me of 
the Scotch bagpipe. At two o'clock next morning, 
we had to encounter a formidable obstruction to 
our progress, a sand hill, in ascending which the 
wheels sank nearly to the axle. Every one aided 
each wagon with all his might. Halted at seven, 
without water, after a fifteen hours' stage. Where- 
ever the eye turned, there was nothing to be seen 
but complete sterility; the hills appeared of a 
brown burnt colour, and the plain was deep sand, 
strewed with tufts of withered grass. 

While sitting in a retired corner, under the 
shadow of a rock, writing my journal, a pretty 
little solitary bird hopped around me, within a 
yard's distance, and sometimes stood on the rock at 
my side, as if amused by my writing, quite un- 
conscious of any danger from the human species. 
I did nothing to injure our character in its esti- 
mation. It seemed to come as if on purpose to 
divert my attention from the dreary scene before 
me ; if so, it effected its purpose. However, the 
lowing of the oxen, and the howling of the dogs 
for water, were painful to hear, and to reflect how 
far they were from relief, rendered it still more so. 
The Hottentots in such a case say, ''Shut your 
eyes and ears, and press forward till you get out of 
such a country as this ;" that is, do not from pity 
to the oxen halt, for that would only increase their 
misery , by detaining them longer from water. Passed , 
at nine o'clock p.m. some miserable Bushmen sitting 
round a fire ; Mr. A. found a Namacqua loitering 
with them, whom he had sent forward with his 

T 
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horse to get sooner to water, as it could not endure 
thirst so long as an ox. This lazy man said he 
could not go further till he had had a sleep. 

September 25. A little before sun-rise, our loose 
oxen all at once set ofiF at full speed, towards a corner 
among hills, with the dogs, sheep, and goats at their 
heels. They had smelled water in the corner, which 
there had been, but was dried up. They evidently 
felt disappointed, but they stood snuffing Jn the air, 
turning their heads in every direction for the space 
of a minute, after which they again ran with great 
speed to a point to where the wagons were tra- 
velling, and there they were not disappointed, for 
they came to Quick Fountain, which consists of 
two pools of water. The oxen rushed into the 
pools, the sheep, dogs, and goats pushed under 
their bellies, and all drank together, at least as 
many as the pools could hold. Such as could not 
gain access to the water, ran with violence against 
those who stood in the water, by which they ob- 
tained as much room as permitted their mouths to 
reach it. Several went away twice, as if satisfied, 
but returned to drink more. It was extremely 
diflScult to detain the oxen which were yoked to the 
wagons, till their yokes were taken off. As they 
got free, every one ran towards the water, without 
waiting for his fellow. None of them had tasted 
water for thirty-eight hours, perhaps some of them 
for longer, and they had dragged the wagons 
through deep sand, for about ninety miles. It was 
remarkable that not one ox perished in the desert, 
for which we met to give thanks to Him to whom 
we owed this mercy. Quick Fountain proceeds from 
the bottom of a mountain^ composed of one solid 
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rock. Our journey across this desert was south- 
west by west. 

Now the oxen had their thirst removed, but 
there was little around to allay hunger, wherefore 
many of them set off at full speed in search of 
grass, and were not found till early next morning, 
when we were glad to leave the fountain, in order 
to reach grass as soon as possible. At three 
o'clock, we halted where there was some grass, but 
no water. At six, we pushed forward ; and, at half- 
past ten, we arrived at Silver Fountain, the re- 
sidence of old Cornelius Kok, and our missionary 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Sass, who received us wilii 
much pleasure. 

Next day we visited the grave of Mrs. Albricht, 
formerly Miss Bergman, from Holland, who, after 
a fatiguing journey from Cape Town, in which 
forty oxen perished, perhaps from halting too long 
to rest the oxen, where there was little grass, of 
course they got weaker, she herself, also died the 
eighth day after arriving at Silver Fountain. Her 
disappointment, at experiencing hardships she 
never contemplated, no doubt contributed to hasten 
her dissolution. She had been in that land some- 
time before ; was settled at Warm Bath, beyond 
the Great River, and obliged to fly with many 
others from the plundering Airicaner. The women, 
for some time before their flight, sat up whole 
nights together, as well as the men, apprehending 
an attack every moment. From what she after- 
wards mentioned to Mrs. Sass, she had expected no 
such extreiHe trials, which is not surprising. She 
had a well-cultivated understanding, but was of a 
feeble constitution, ill suited to the desei't.. 
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Mrs. SasSy a most lively well-infonned christian, 
was ill on our arrival, but got better during the 
night. She appeared remarkably suited to be a 
missionary's wife. She and Mr. Sass were there 
only as a temporary situation, waiting till their 
ultimate residence should be determined. On 
stating all the circumstances we could, of Orlam s 
Kraal, on the Great River, which we visited on 
crossing Africa, to Mr. and Mrs. Sass, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Helm, from Pella, who came across the de- 
sert with us, they all four consented to commence 
a new mission there. 

September 28. Mrs. Sass remarked to me, in the 
morning, that though the preservation of children 
of London, (from which she came,) who are exposed 
to so many carts and carriages, is considered a re- 
markable providence ; yet that here Divine provi- 
dence is still more remarkable in their preservation ; 
for almost every fly, and every insect that crawls 
upon the ground, is furnished with poison, and 
they are often creeping about children while rolling 
on the ground, yet they are very seldom stung by 
them. ** For example,'' said she, '* the scorpion is 
perhaps the most venomous of all creatures ; lately, 
in the course of one month, we found twelve scor- 
pions in our house, under stones which supported 
our chests ; and once we found a centipede in our 
bed, which is very . venomous." To observe the 
nature of the scorpion, they dug a hole into which 
they put four of them. They soon began to fight 
till they killed one another. Their mode of fight- 
ing was curious. Havinjg two claws like a crab's, 
with these they attempted to seize each other by 
the head* When one happened to be thus caught. 
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he seemed sensible of his danger from his opponent, 
and cried out; but the other, regardless of his 
cries, turned round his tail and gave him one sting; 
the one that was stung, as if aware of its fatality, 
resisted no more, but lay down till he expired ; the 
other, as if aware of the same thing, gave himself 
no further trouble. They all had the same method 
of 6ghting. 

The remedy which the natives apply, when stung 
by such creatures, is putting a living frog to the 
wound, into which creature it is supposed the poison 
is transferred from the wound, and it dies; then 
they apply another, which they say dies also ; the 
third only becomes sickly, and the fourth no way 
affected. When this is observed, the poison is con- 
sidered to be extracted, and the patient cured. 
Another method is to apply a kidney, or other 
bean, which swells ; then they apply another and 
another, till the bean ceases to be affected, when 
they consider the poison to be extracted. 

Though I had preached the night before, Mrs. 
Sass requested that, as she had not heard an Eng- 
lish sermon for a long time, I would preach again 
in the evening, when she should be able to attend. 
I did so, from Matt. xxiv. 14. but little did she or 
I imagine, that the last sermon she was to hear on 
earth was to be preached at her own request. 
During the remainder of the evening she con- 
versed cheerfully, and manifested no ordinary de- 
gree of good sense. About two o'clock in the 
morning of the 29th she was taken ill, and was 
soon convinced that death was at hand, and calmly 
gave directions concerning all her affairs. She 
said her views were not bright, for she was in great 
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pain; but her mind was atedfastly fixed on thnt 
Epreat truth, that " Jesus CbriE<t came Into the 
worid to save sinners." About five she expressed 
a desire to see me, when I stated to her some of 
the leading truths of the word of God. She then 
told Mr. R. the text irom which her death should be 
improved to the people, namely, " By grace ye are 
saved, through faith, aod that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God," Eph. ii. 8. And vrhile we 
were all stauding round her, without any struggle, 
•he gently breathed her last. She, indeed, seemed 
to fall asleep in Jesus. By her death her husband 
lost an excellent wife, and Ae Society a valuable 
missionary. Mysterious are some of the ways of 
God. 

October 1. At aeven in the morning we fol- 
lowed the remains of Mrs. Sass to the grave; 
where Mr. Atbricht gave an address from John 
ii. 1 1 . " Our friend Lazarus sleepetb." Mrs. Sasa 
was laid at the aide of the grave of his departed 
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LBAVB SILVER FOUNTAIN— MEFl FIRST COLONISTS —COME TO 
FIRST FARM BOUS£ — HOTTENTOT KRAAL — FIRST SIGUT OF 

OCEAN — MRS. VANOERVESTHUI8 S PLACE MOSAMBIQUB 

SLAVE — GREAT HEAT — ENTER A DESERT— FOUL FOUNTAIN 
INKSTAND FOUNTAIN. 

At one p.m. we proceeded on our joamey ; our 
wagons drawn by oxen belonging to Cornelius 
Kok, which were to assist us for two or three 
days. On the morning of the 2nd of October, we 
observed dew on the ground for the first time since 
we left the eastern side of Africa. We halted at 
seven. A boor »nd his wife, with their wagon, 
came to the same place, Magis Fountain ; the first 
persons belonging to the colony we had seen for 
five months. We inquired if he knew any thing 
of the convulsed state of Europe, or of the war, or 
of Cape Town ; but he knew nothing about any of 
them. He kindly gave us some flour, oranges, and 
milk, which were very acceptable. After worship 
we gave them some tracts in the Dutch language. 
At four we went forward, and soon killed a puff 
adder about five feet long, and in the middle nearly 
the thickness of a man's leg. At seven in the 
evening we came to the first boor's house in the 
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colony. His name is Lear; he has had ten 
daughters, who are all married. The parents were 
not ahove forty years of age. The chief articlecr 
visible in the house were skins. They were kind 
to us, furnishing us with milk, some butter, and a 
small loaf, which were valuable articles to people 
in our circumstances. 

October 3. Left Lear's place at three p.m. ; 
came to a Hottentot kraal where we would have 
halted, but their fountain was dried up, so that 
there was no water for man or beast, and the Hot- 
tentots were to remove from it on the morrow. 
An old Hottentot told us he remembered the time 
when the boors were all within five days' journey of 
Cape Town, and the country was full of Hottentot 
kraals ; but that they have been gradually driven 
up the country, to make room for the white people. 

At sun-set we had our first sight of the Ethiopic 
Ocean ; it being nearly half a year since we lost 
sight of the Indian Ocean, on the eastern side of 
the continent. Our journey across the continent 
being now terminated, our way inclined to the 
south-east instead of the west. 

At eight we arrived at Mrs. Vandervesthuis's 
place, and were kindly received by the old lady, 
when Mr. R. preached to her numerous family 
of slaves and Hottentots ; these were all cheerful, 
I believe being well treated. She well remembered 
Vaillant, the French traveller, who lived a gdod 
while at her house. She said he was never above 
ten days from her house, when he went farther up 
the country, and these he «pent among the Kamis 
Mountains opposite, seeking birds, stones, and 
flowers, which appeared to her very idle employ. 
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ments. She also remarked, that the wind some- 
times blew so violent in that part of Africa as to 
upset their wagons. She seemed diverted when I 
mentioned that Vaillant had published in Europe 
an accoont of his travels, and had mentioned her 
in it. She asked if he had mentioned, in his book, 
a dispute she had with him, which she related. I 
told her he had not stated it. 

She has a very clever Mosambiqae slave, who is 
a kind of manager of her concerns. He was for- 
merly a slave in Cape Town, but ran oS from his 
master, and came to her at Klip Valley, giving out 
that he was a Damara. After he had worked some 
time with her for wages, they noticed an adver- 
tisement in the Cape paper, describing a slave who 
had absconded from his master. The description 
being answerable to him, he was apprehended. He 
acknowledged he was the person, and had nothing 
to say against his master ; but complained that he 
had too ready access to liquor, which he could not 
help drinking, and it made him drunk and good 
for nothing, wherefore he thought it best to run 
away from the liquor. He begged they would buy 
him off from his master; accordingly one of her 
sons went to the Cape, and bought him from his 
master, for 900 rix-doUars. . Like Joseph, in the 
house of Potiphar, he has charge of all the slaves 
and servants^ 

Though it blew a gale of wind the whole day, 
the thermometer at noon was 94°, and by sun-set 
fell to 86°. Mrs. V. kindly assisted us with six- 
teen oxen for the next stage, which was both hilly 
and sandy. In four hours' journey we halted at 
Korki Fountain. The country around was covered 
with bushes in flower, which were very beautiful. 
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On the 5ih, the thermometer at noon was lOl^. 
At half-past three the thermometer stood at 102'', 
in the shade. My silver snufF-box in my pocket 
felt as if lately taken out of a fire, so that at one 
time I threw it from me, when heedlessly taking it 
from my pocket, thoagh I sat in the tent, which was 
pitched under the thick foliage of an evergreen tree. 
All the water was warm, and our butter turned into 
oil ; the dogs, though under cover from the sun's 
rays, lay panting with their mouth's open and 
tongues hanging out. My ink, though mixed with 
water, got thick in a few minutes, and three thirsty 
flies were generally drinking the ink in my pen, 
while I was writing. Nothing terrified them ; drink 
they were determined to have at any risk. All was 
silence around, all sheltering themselves from the 
8un<beams. The Hottentots had dug holes in the 
sand till they came to what was cool, on this they 
lay with open bosoms. The crows had the bold- 
ness to walk about our wagons, picking up what 
they could find, as if we had all been dead. Ther- 
mometer at five P.M. 99% at sunset 95% when we 
departed, and travelled forward till three o'clock in 
the morning, when we halted at Foul Fountain, 
the waters of which smell ofiFensively. One of our 
oxen failed; we left him under the care of two 
Hottentots. 

We were again in a desert of sand. Passed a 
fountain called Ink Koker, or Inkstand, so called 
from the water resembling ink in colour and thick- 
ness. On the 7th, the thermometer was 101°. 
Halted next morning at one, at Gastee) Fountain, 
a pool of brackish water. At two o'clock in the 
morning we arrived at Dry Kraal, where we ob- 
tained good water by digging. 
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ELEPHANTS RIVER— BAPTISM OF A HOTTENTOT— DEEP SAND — 
CEDAR MOUNTAIN — FEMALE SLAVE — ARRIVAL AT RODEZAND 
— ZWARTLAND KIRK — AND CAPE TOWN. 

At four, we left Dry KraaL On reaching the 
head of an ascent, we had an extensive view, 
which was animating, after heing confined among 
low uninteresting hills ; and what greatly added to 
our satisfaction, was a clouded sky, hut still much 
deep sand appeared before us. Another ox failed 
and lay down ; we were obliged to leave him, in 
order to push forward to water. At midnight we 
happily reached the Elephants River, where men 
and beasts plentifully partook of its pure stream. 
Haying walked on foot the whole journey, we were 
glad, about two in the morning, to lie down and 
rest our weary limbs, for an eight hours' walk in 
deep sand requires considerable exertion. Slinger, 
one of our Hottentots, was baptized in the forenoon, 
after he had given a satisfactory account of his 
faith. The Elephants River, though much inferior 
to the Great River, is a considerable stream. Its 
banks are beautifully lined with the willow, 
mimosa, and other trees; but nothing can be more 
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barren than the ground immediately beyond the 
range of those trees. It was painful to see the 
oxen standing still for want of something to eat. 
At four P.M. moved up the river in search of grass ; 
at nine came to grass, and to a boor's house, by 
whom we were kindly received. 

October 11. At seven in the morning, Myn- 
heer Vanzails invited us to co£Fee ; at eight, to 
breakfast ; and at eleven, to dinner ; making three 
meals in four hours, which was the usual cus- 
tom of the house. A slave girl held in her hand 
a long stick, at the end of which was a fan com- 
posed of ostrich feathers, with which she drove away 
the flies from disturbing those who were at table. 

At six in the evening, we took leave of our kind 
host. At one in the morning, we were obliged to 
halt, in consequence of a thick fog. Next day we 
took ^ve hours to travel seven miles, <he sand was 
so deep ; indeed, so much so, that though we had 
fourteen oxen in each wagon, they had to rest 
every few hundred yards. Several of them were 
so worn out with fatigue, that they lay down, and 
with great <lifficulty were raised up to labour again. 
I walked the whole stage, and, like the poor oxen, 
was greatly fatigued. We happily found good 
grass and water where we halted, and so tired 
were the oxen that they lay down immediately when 
unyoked, and tasted neither till next morning. 

All the cups and saucers we had for the journey 
were broken ; we h«d only half a cup left, which 
we used at breakfast, along with a wooden bowl, a 
horn, and a tin tumbler. 

October 13. Left the Great Fountain, at four 
P.M. and by great exertion, travelling through deep 
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heavy sacd, we reached Vanwik*s place at Aine. 
As usual, I walked on foot the whole stage* We 
were much interested by viewing the noblcf range 
called the Cedar Mountain. Though VanwikV 
family was large, and two other boors were with 
him at supper, and the schoolmaster, yet there watf 
only one person present who knew the name of 
that remarkable .range of mountain, except an aged 
matron. 

October 14. We were kindly invited to dine 
with the boor at ten o'clock, about an hour after 
we had breakfasted. The schoolmaster was chief 
speaker; he was what they call a Rotterdamer^ 
and fought on board the Dutch Admiral's ship, 
opposed to Lord Duncan, in the battle of Camper* 
down. 

Still our journey was over deep sand, and more 
than two-thirds of the stage was up hill, which 
greatly fatigued the oxen* At eight in the even- 
ing, we arrived in Jackal Valley. The clerk to 
the Deputy Landdrost of the district was so oblig- 
ing as to come to us here, with letters for me from 
the Cape, containing gratifying intelligence re- 
specting the kingdom of our Lord. We found 
many persons. in Cape Town had died since our 
leaving it. All letters were silent about the affairs 
of Europe, which greatly disappointed us, as we 
were anxious to know the result of Bonaparte's in- 
vasion of Russia. None around us knew any thing 
of what was g^ng on in Europe. 

During the 15th, i6th, and 17th, we were 
travelling over deep sand. While halting on the 
18th, near a farm house, a female slave came 
secretly to the wagons, while her mistress slept, to 

u 
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beg a book. She said she had privately learned td 
read, and had borrowed a book, which she must 
return, and most earnestly begged to have a book. 
She said she sometimes was able to read a little^ 
when annoticed, in her mistress's bible, which had 
taught her she was a smner, and that Jesus was a 
Saviour. Her mistress tells her it was the worst 
thing she ever did, to learn to read. 

At midnight of the 19th, we halted on the 
banks of the Berg River, and, next morning, were 
kindly received by Mrs. Marai and family, two of 
whose daughters were dumb, a trial which she 
seemed to bear with christian submission. - At six,- 
ve reached Mr. Botman's, who is a warm friend to 
missionary exertions, as sre many other boors in 
that part of the colony. At Mr. Botman's I slept 
under a roof, the first time for three months. 
'Our oxen being almost worn out, by travellings 
so long aver deep sand, we were advised to give 
them a few days' rest, where they had grass ; while 
most of our Hottentots went for a few days, to assist 
in reaping the harvest. In the meantime, Mr. R. 
and 1 visited Tulbach, about thirty miles distant. 
Mr. IBotman sent us forward in a light covered 
cart, -drawn by six nimble horses. We halted' 
about half way, at Mr. Edwards', a wine boor, 
formerly a missionary. He sent us forward in an 
open cart and three horses ; halting at Mr. De 
Lange'B ^m, he soon put six horses to his wagon^ 
to take us and his family to his house in Rode-^ 
Zand, near Tulbach. For several miles we had to 
cross the great mountain range, by a narrow pass, 
so narrow, that in some parts there seemed hardly 
room for Little Mountain River to pass along ; of 
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XieceiBsity therefore the road, with great labour, has 
been cut out of the side of the mountain, jdu Ihe 
nprth side of the river. The sun being set, and thft 
heavens covered with dark clouds^ it soon became 
very dark. At one part of. the pass we were met by 
a number of wagons in a chain, which had to pasft 
where there did not seem room for a single horse, 
but pass they must, or all must wait until morning 
light. Their people assisting ours, got our wagon 
lifted a few feet up the steep side of the hill, when 
the three first wagons passed us in safety ; but the 
^wo off-side wheels of the fourth went over th0 
*edge of the road, and had they not got the oxen 
immediately to stop, it must have rolled down to 
the bottom of the mountain, dragging the twelve 
or fourteen oxen after it.. With great exertioa 
the wagon was restored to the path. The suc^ 
needing wagon having broken down, we could not 
pass till it was repaired, which kept us waiting In 
the dark for a long time ; this made it ten o'clock at 
Xiight before we arrived jat Mn De Lange's houses 
in Rodezand. 

Jn the morning we found we had got into a 
pleasant village, chiefly consisting of a handsome 
row of houses, with terraces in front, and a crystal 
stream running under a row of trees on the oppor 
site side of the way« The minister's house stands, 
as a public building, at the north end of the street, 
And is a great ornament to it. A handsome church 
Stands at the south end. 

. The people have built a good place of worship* 
and also purchased a good house for our missionary* 
Mr. Vos, who assiduously labours among the slaves 
^nd Hottentots there, and in the region jound 
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about. In the evening we visited the slave school, 
taught by his son, and were much pleased with 
the progress both Hottoitots and slaves had made. 

After various meetings with the gentlemen eom-^ 
posing the committee of the Auxiliary Missionary 
Society, both in the town and around it, we left 
Rodezand on the 27th, and reached our wagons 
by seven in the evening. 

Next evening, about seven, after various ddays 
in collecting the oxen, we proceeded on our jour- 
ney towards the Cape, and continued in motion tili 
four o'clock next morning. Rested till eleven^ 
when the day being cool, we moved forward untH 
three p.m. when we halted at Zwartland Kirk^ 
where we spent three hours in conversation with 
the parish minister, Mr. Scfaoaltz, who told me that 
the first place of worship he attended in England 
was my chapel in Kingriand ; and what was also 
pleasing to me was, that two other parish ministers 
in the colony, out of seven, said, that the first time 
they ever spoke in public, in the English language, 
was in the same chapel; and the first time Mr» 
Bakker, missionary at St^lenboch, prayed in £ng>- 
lish, was in the vestry of the same chapel. These 
circumstances made me feel more at home in the 
colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Mr. S. has an elegant house, as all the clergy in 
the colony have, and a large garden, yet was low 
spirited, having never recovered his cheerfulness 
since the death of his only son* Living retired, 
and doing little, tlie loss preys upon his frame: 
nothing but a clear view of the glory of Calvary 
can cure such diseases of the mind. 

On the morning of the 30th, Table Mountain, 
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behind Cape Town, was full id view, which, from 
its great height, appeared near, though upwards of 
thirty miles distant. 

Arrived, on the evening of the 3 lat of October, 
at Cape Towd, after a journey of about nine 
months; and all of na in as good health as when 
we set oat. I found many oewspapeTS from my 
good friends in England, and aboot thirty lettera 
from various parts waiting for me, which, I need 
hardly say, were a great treat to me, who, in the 
wilderness, had heud nothing of the events which 
had been taking place in Europe during that mo- 
mentons period, after the burning of Moscow, nhe 
Bonftparte was rapidly hastening to his ruin. 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 



OCCUttRENCKS AFTER RETUBN TO CAPE TOWN — HOTTEWTOTS, 
MEN OP FEELING — VISIT TO PAAEL LIBERALITY OF MAS- 
TERS AND SLAVES — CAPE FREE SCHOOL' — MILITARY SCHOOLS 
•^VISIT TO -MOHAVUfiDAN MOSQUE. 

WiiEV leaving tba chapel, after preaching my first 
sermon in Cape Town, a seijeant spoke to va&t 
whose first salutation was, ** Strange, sir, that 1 
should have come from England to Africa to be- 
come acquainted with Jesus Christ I*' I told him 
that I knew a person who went much farther, on 
the same errand— from England to the East Indies. 
On the 27th, ten Hottentots, who had accom* 
panied me the whole journey into the interior, set 
out on their return homeat They came in a body, 
to bid me farewell. They stood silently looking 
towards me^ for some time, at the door of the house 
where I lodged; at length Boozak,'*' the elder 

* B V a letter from Mr. Read, in 1831, it appears that 
Boozak died that ^ear, at the Kat River settlement, on the 
confines of Caffrana. He writes, *' Poor Boozak is no more ; 
he died here a few months ago, of the jaundice ; his faith did 
not fail him ; what he was in his life he was in death. I was 
with him two days before he died. On asking how his faith 
stood ; he answered, with great earnestness, ' Well ! he has 
made an everlasting covenant with me, has he not 1 and will 
he leave me now I' A Hottentot, who was at Boozak's funeral, 
on the sabbath, perished on a mountain, at midnight on Tues* J 

day , having lost his way, along with two others who survived." -f 
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Hottentot, broke silence, after putting a finger un- 
der each eye, by saying, with a plaintive voiee, 
'' Shall these eyes see thy face no more ! Shall 
these eyes see thy face no morel! No more!!!'' 
On this the whole party, without saying another 
word, turned round, ran across Hottentot Square, 
and on rounding a corner they were out of sight, 
and I expected to see none of their faces any more. 
The family, who stood with me, and witnessed this 
eichibition of Hottentot feding, were, with myself, 
much struck, 

December 6. Having been invited, by the friends 
of missions at Paarl , to relate to them ihe occurrences 
of the journey into the interwr, we went, accom* 
panied by Mrs. Smit and Mrs. Smutz, both zealous 
mends to missions* We arrived at Paarl at seven 
F.tt. whioh is about thirty-six miles fromCapeTown. 
On the ibUowing evening we gave an account of the 
journey, especially of the state of the heathen nations 
be3^nd the colony ; after which Mrs. Smit gave an 
address, whidi brought tears from every eye, while 
she pleaded in plaintive accents the cause of the 
poor heathen, representing their wretchedness, and 
asking how they would fWel were their own chil* 
dren placed in similar cu*CQmstanGes. 

December 10. In the evening Mr. R. preached 
to the slaves, when about 300 slaves and free 
people were present, in Mr. Roos' large room. 
When the meeting was over, the people brought 
me donati<»s to assist in sending the gospel to 
the heathen whom we had visited, to the amount 
of about 600 rix-dollars; even the slaves came 
with their skillings and stivers, and parted with 
tliem most oheerfully, to aid the cause of missions ; 
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themselves. They sat in rows, extending tfam')im 
«ide of the room to the other. Thei% Sve'i^e 'kiS 
priestSy wearing elegant turbans. A chsdr, havWg^ 
nay, they seemed to exult in having ^)0nni86ion t& 
contribute their little mites for such a cause, feel- 
ing exalted above what they had been in any fbrtnejr 
period of their lives. I was delighted to witnesil 
^hese fruits of the gospel. 

December 1 1 . Left Paarl at three o'clock in the 
morning, to get forward before the heat of the day 
commenced. Travelled for some time by star-light, 
hut at length the sun arose in splendid majesty. 
Halted at a farm house during the hottest part of 
the day, and reached Cape Town about five in the 
evening. 

January 19, 1814. Sir John Cradock, the go* 
vernor, visited the free school, which is conducted 
on the British plan of education. About 150 youn^ 
people of colour were present, who answered as 
readily as boys in any similar school in England. 
Twelve of the best scholars were presented, by 
fais excellency, with silver medals. 

Visited also, with much pleasure, the military 
schools at the barracks, in which were about 200 
children^ who are all taught according to the British 
system, and appeared to have made great pro- 
ficiency. 

February 1 1 • Visited a Mohammedan mosque. 
The place was small, the floor was covered with 
green baize, on which sat about 100 men, chiefly 
slaves, Malays, and Madagascars. All of them 
wore clean white robes, made in the fashion of 
shirts, and white pantaloons, with white cotton 
cloth spread before them, on which they prostrated 
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three steps up to it, stood at the end of the place, 
and over it a canopy supported by posts. Be* 
fore this chair stood two priests who chanted 
something, I supposed in the Malay language, in 
the chorus of which the people joined. At one 
part of it, the priests held their ears between the 
finger and the thumb of each hand, continuing to 
chant, sometimes turning the right elbow upwards 
and the left downwards, and then the reverse. 
This awkward motion they continued to make for 
some time. When this form was ended, one of 
the priests covered his head and face with a white 
veil, holding in his hand a long black staff with 
a silver head, and advanced in front of the chair. 
When the other had chanted a little, he mounted 
a step; after a second chanting he mounted the 
second step, and in the same way the third, when 
he sat down upon the chair. He descended with 
the same ceremony 

The people were frequently, during this form, 
prostrating themselves in their ranks, as regularly 
as soldiers exercising, A corpulent priest, then 
standing in a comer, near the chair, with his face 
to the wall, repeated something in a very serious 
singing or chanting manner, when the people 
appeared particularly solemn, after which th^ ser- 
vice concluded. All appeared to consist in mere 
forms, without any instruction whatsoever. How 
different the institutions of Jesus Christ ! accord- 
ing to whose gospel mere bodily exercise is said to 
profit little. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 



DEPARTURE FROM AFRICA — TOt7CH AT ST. HELEN A>»ASC EN- 
SIGN ISLAND — STORM — SURPRISING NEWS—REACH SOUND- 
INGS — SIGHT OF ENGLAND — STORM— ARRIVAL AT PLY- 
MOUTH — AND LONDON. 

On the 13th of February, 1814, we sailed from 
Cape Town, with a fleet of nine sail, under convoy 
of the Lion, of 64 guns, in the brig Venus ; and, 
on the 20th, crossed the tropic of Capricorn. 
On the 25th, we cast anchor off James' Town, in 
the island of St. Helena. On going ashore I was 
kindly accommodated with lodging by the Rev. 
Mr. Boys, one of the clergyman of the island ; and, 
on Friday and Monday, rode with him to different 
parts of the island: found the scenery very pic* 
turesque and varied, by gentlemen's seats placed 
on the sides of the mountains. On the Lord s day 
attended church morning and evening, when I was 
glad to hear evangelical doctrine preached by both 
the ministers ; but was sorry to observe so few of 
the inhabitants of the place attending, except sol- 
diers and children. 

Left St. Helena, March Ist, when our fleet 
was increased to 21 sail; passed the island 
of Ascension on the 9th ; some of the ships sent 
boats on shore to catch turtles, which are gene- 
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lig-ht disooTered to m the Engliih shore, near 
Land's End; and, before the evening, tre entered the 
channel. At one o'clock, on the 3rd, the wind be- 
ing Rdverae knd strong, and eignB of an approaching 
storm, the coniinodore hung out a signal, advising ail 
captains who thought thej coold make Plymouth, 
to try do so, when our brig, with two others, effect- 
ed it by five o'clock ; bot, tbe wind blew so hard, it 
was impossible to get on shore till the next day, 
abotit two o'clock. Next morning I set off for 
London, where I arrived on the Sabirday morning, 
at five o'clock, after an absence of nearly two years, 
and only four days before the annual meeting of 
the London Missionary Society, 



« Coun, FUW Streel, London 



